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5th   March 2015

Good afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m David Lukan 

The Headlines:
· Leaders to meet face to face in Addis Ababa this afternoon
· High level delegation to investigate police violence in Wau Town
· One person killed by suspected Lord’s Resistance Army in Yambio
Peace negotiations between the government and the Opposition in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa have reached a deadlock. 

Despite President Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar having face to face talks for the last two days, they have so far failed to come to a compromise on a number of remaining issues 

The Spokesperson for the Opposition, Puot Kang Chol, says the opposition has given the government delegation a number of demands, among them being an UN-supported national election, federalism and the amalgamation of the two armies. 

Puot Kang Chol: “The status of the forces is the most important thing. Secondly is the status of the AU inquiry report. We want to deliver justice to our people. The other burning issue is we want federalism now so that the power and resources are given to the people in South Sudan, not individuals in Juba. The other issue that is also very sticking is the process leading to the conduct of the national election next time must be made very clear. On our side we proposed a joint conduct of the national election between the national Elections Commission and the UN. We nearly disagreed on everything but we are still optimistic on our side we have been trying our best so that we reach an agreement today.”

The opposition spokesperson says the two principals are expected to meet this afternoon at three pm for further negotiation before the deadline at midnight tonight.

IGAD Communications Officer Haile Michael Gebresselase says they are hopeful a comprehensive peace deal will be signed by the midnight deadline. 

Foreign Minister Benjamin Marial says the international community needs to be patient.    

Benjamin Marial: “And for the first time, where on earth do you time a peace process? How many years now for the case of Somalia? Have you given it two days? How many years? Twenty years? What has happened in Central African Republic? Have they reached anywhere in peace? What have you seen in Mozambique, or in Syria? Why South Sudan? Is this a football match between the United States and Europe that should be played in 90 minutes?  This is peace, ladies and gentlemen. Peace requires patience.” 

In other news, a high level delegation led by Presidential Advisor Anthony Bol Madut, arrived Wau Town this morning to investigate the Police protest that disrupted the town earlier this week.

On Monday, police fired shots in the air over the payment of three months’ salary. Four people were killed and five injured when the police clashed with the SPLA later that night.  

Zakaria Joseph Garang, Deputy Governor of Western Bahr El-Ghazal State says the unpaid salaries were paid yesterday and the delegation will meet with police today. 

Zakaria Joseph Garang: “This morning everybody is in the workplace. Even the police have come back to the police headquarters and currently we shall have a meeting with them. After some time, we shall have a delegation from Juba that includes two advisors and the Director of Administration for fact finding. They are coming along with the balance of the money that was transferred yesterday. I want to assure all citizens in Western Bahr El-Ghazal and South Sudan that the situation is normal in Wau today.”
The Central Equatoria State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission says efforts are underway to get more assistance to the affected community in Kworjik as they resettle.

More than 3,000 people were displaced in Kworijik Luri and Dijeri villages following a conflict over grazing land where at least 12 people were killed in the fighting.

The acting director of the commission Matthew Abdin Enoka says the area is now calm and they have mobilized UN agencies and other NGOS to go and make assessment.

Matthew Abdin Enoka: “When they were in Juba One, we actually placed a request to the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management and they provided the IDPS with a one-month food ration. Now we have placed again request with the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management to give the rescue resettlement relief package so that those people can be sustained while we are waiting the results of the NGO assessment.” 

More than 100 representatives from the four payams of Rumbek East County have come together for a two-day consultative peace forum focusing on issues of cattle raids, revenge killings and insecurity in the region. 

The four payams have been engaged in sectional conflicts since April last year when more than 40 people were killed in clashes and subsequent revenged attacks.

The Member of Lakes State Assembly representing Atiaba Constituency, Daniel Gumwel Nhomabur, says the forum aims to revive social harmony, peace and co-existence amongst the communities.

Daniel Gumwel Nhomabur: “Those people who have come will be peace agents. They will go back and take back the message of peace. We are also going to plan to conduct the same meeting with entire community of the four payams. We don’t want sectional fights to continue within our community. We need people to forgive each other. We also need to give them knowledge that the people who are responsible for security in the area are the community themselves. If there is any strange person who has come to rob or to do anything wrong, they should also identified and handed to the authorities.”
Seventy six local and international organizations have joined together to call on the African Union to “immediately” publish a report on crimes committed in South Sudan by the warring parties for the last 14 months of the conflict. 
In a joint letter, addressed to the members of the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union (AU), the organizations expressed frustration over reluctance to publish the report and urged the AU to release it to the public. They argue that publication of the report would make a positive contribution for a lasting peace in South Sudan.
The AU says it decided to delay publication of the report, as it would impact negatively on the peace process. 

One person was killed and 13 others were abducted by suspected Lord’s Resistance Army militia in Yambio Western Equatoria State. 

The incident took place at Nabiapai Boma along the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The Commissioner of Yambio County, Kuze John, says nine of the abductees were returned this morning. 

Kuze John: “Yesterday at around 11pm again, after the first abduction that took place around 7pm, they came back and I think in the process, our boys laid an ambush and they clashed. One of the LRA fighters lost his life and also one of our boys got killed in the process too. As I talk of now, security in Nabiapai is tight, and there is no need to panic and we are sure that the LRA elements will be pursued.” 

South Sudan has opposed the appointment of a special rapporteur for Human Rights in the country. 
Foreign Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin, told the 28th session of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva the move would ‘sour’ their relationship and ‘aggravate the situation’ 
The rapporteur, or human rights expert, would be tasked with investigating human rights violations in the South Sudan. 

Minister Marial added that the move would present a challenge to the nations pride, dignity and the value of independence and sovereignty. 

Rains will range between average and more than average in most parts of the country this year, according to the meteorology department at the Juba International Airport. 

Juma Ali Mohammed, head of meteorology, says his department attended the annual weather forecast in Kenya in collaboration with the International Meteorology Organization. 

He says such information is vital for agriculture and health programmes. 

Joma Ali: “Every three months, we always visit the Meteorological Centre in Kenya in collaboration with the International Meteorological Organization. We look at the rain forecast for the next three months and nations make use of the information as they foresee drought, hunger, or floods or risky health situations. If rainfall is high that leads to chances of malaria and typhoid. According to the forecast, most areas of South Sudan will see normal and more rains, especially areas like Eastern Equatoria up to Jonglei.”

Fighting in northern Nigeria has brought thousands of people flooding into Cameroon.
The UN Refugee agency, UNHCR, says 16,000 people have come into the country following repeated clashes involving insurgents and Nigerian troops in the north.

Conflict is increasing between military forces and insurgents on Cameroonian territory in the run-up to national elections in Nigeria in March.

The UNHCR’s Adrian Edwards says they plan to move displaced people away from the volatile border zones. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Leaders to meet face to face in Addis Ababa this afternoon

· High level delegation to investigate police violence in Wau Town

· One person killed by suspected Lord’s Resistance Army in Yambio
And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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