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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 

The Headlines:
· Deadline for peace negotiations in Addis Ababa extended 
· Army ordered to actively defend their positions
· Petroleum minister signs law to regulate mining in the country 
The deadline for the final round of peace talks in Addis Ababa has been extended for 48 hours. 
At midnight last night President Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar were not able to come to a compromise on a number of outstanding issues including the balance of power, structure of security arrangements or the division of wealth in the country.  

Presidential Press secretary Ateny Wek says President Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar are meeting along with IGAD mediators and other international actors this morning.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The two principals have agreed to disagree on all the items that were placed for discussion. Now what remains, today at 10 o’clock the two principals will be meeting and it will not be a one-to-one meeting. Of course it will be a meeting that will include the mediators and other international actors. That meeting is supposed to provide the way forward, otherwise they will have to disperse today and everyone will have to go to where they belong. The gap is still large and no one can say whether it will be breached overnight or even in 48 hours.” 

The Sudan People’s Liberation Army has been commanded to be on mobile movement when attacked by opposition forces. 

This means they will actively pursue opposition forces, rather than just defending their positions. 

Army spokesman Col. Philip Aguer says the orders came after reports of attacks by opposition forces on government positions in Upper Nile, Unity and Western Bahr El Ghazal states in the last two days.

The SPLA also says it repulsed an attack from opposition forces on the Dokdok area in northeast Renk County, Upper Nile state, yesterday. 

At around 5am on Thursday morning, the town came under attack from SPLM-IO forces from the west bank, the SPLA responded and repulsed the attack. 

SPLA Spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says 18 people were killed in the attack 

Traffic on the Juba Yei highway has returned to normal following two armed robberies yesterday where two people were wounded when criminals shot at their vehicle. 

The commissioner of Central Equatoria police, Major General Henry Danima says the robbers were cattle keepers who looted valuables from the first vehicle and shot and wounded passengers in the second vehicle when it tried to escape.

Maj. Gen. Danima: “On Juba -Yei road yesterday, there was an incident. Some few criminals appeared on the road and stopped two vehicles. The first vehicle was stopped and while they were searching and collecting valuables from the passengers, the second vehicle came. When those in the second vehicle saw some   suspicious behavior on the road, they turned back and tried to run away. The criminals shot at it and wounded two passengers wounded slightly.” 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

The Minister of Petroleum and Mining Stephen Dhieu Dau has signed off on new rules to regulate mining activities in the country.

Dau also warned people and companies carrying out illegal mining in the country that this should be stopped with immediate effect.

Stephen Dhieu Dau: 
“We have to abide by the regulations. Our constitution is very clear. We don’t want to go to the court or to arrest or to put people to prison because they have violated the law. Nobody is above the law. We will implement this from today and the illegal activities in the mining sector must stop.”

Meanwhile the Director General for Mineral Development, Cosmos Pitia Kujo, says his department will begin issuing licenses to companies willing to explore mining in the country next month.
Cosmos Pitia Kujo: “Exactly 1st April because this month all the staffs are for training of issuing the license which at the end of this month experts from South Africa will come and begin opening of Application and we shall begin to issue the license.”
Preparations are underway in Wau to start paying police forces their two month salaries today. 

Police officers protested on Monday by shooting in the air and later clashed with SPLA forces over the payment of their salaries. 

The Commissioner of Police in Western Bahr El-Ghazal, Maj. Gen. Abraham Manyuat, noted that an investigation committee has started their work and those found responsible will be held accountable.

More than 100 representatives from the four payams of Rumbek East County have come together for a two-day consultative peace forum focusing on issues of cattle raids, revenge killings and insecurity in the region. 

The four payams have been engaged in sectional conflicts since April last year when more than 40 people were killed in clashes and subsequent revenged attacks.

The Member of Lakes State Assembly representing Atiaba Constituency, Daniel Gumwel Nhomabur, says the forum aims to revive social harmony, peace and co-existence amongst the communities.

Daniel Gumwel Nhomabur: “Those people who have come will be peace agents. They will go back and take back the message of peace. We are also going to plan to conduct the same meeting with entire community of the four payams. We don’t want sectional fights to continue within our community. We need people to forgive each other. We also need to give them knowledge that the people who are responsible for security in the area are the community themselves. If there is any strange person who has come to rob or to do anything wrong, they should also identified and handed to the authorities.”

And in regional sports, five players from the Nigerian Kano Pillars Football team have been shot by gunmen in an attack on the club's entourage as they travelled to Owerri in Imo state for the start of the new Nigerian Premier League season.

The five injured players are receiving treatment at the Federal Medical Centre in Lokoja. 

Kano were preparing to begin the defence of their Nigerian title, having started their season with a victory over Al Malakia in their African Champions League preliminary round last weekend. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Deadline for peace negotiations in Addis Ababa extended 

· Army ordered to actively defend their positions

· Petroleum minister signs law to regulate mining in the country 
And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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