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Good afternoon. It is three 3 o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 

The Headlines:
· Faith Based Group urges IGAD to give leaders more time 
· Robbers loot valuables from vehicles and wound passengers on Juba Yei road
· Another 100 children released from David Yau Yau’s cobra faction
The Faith Based Group at the Addis Ababa Peace Talks says religious leaders have advised IGAD to give more time for the Negotiators as the outstanding issues are not easy to solve.

Leaders failed to reach a deal by last night’s IGAD deadline and the leaders were given a further 48 hours to come to a compromise.

President Kiir is expected to land at Juba International Airport in a few minutes from now. 

Sworo Charles Elisha has more details.

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The leader of the Faith-based Group at the peace talks Bishop Enock Tombe says the faith-based group acknowledges that both leaders are dealing with complex issues crucial to the ongoing peace in the nation and they should be given more time to come to a sustainable deal. 

Bishop Enock Tombe: “In fact the issues are not easy. We ourselves have advised that IGAD should the negotiators more time and also to engage the people of South Sudan so they contribute with their input because some of these things to do with power sharing, to do with elections, the constitution, wealth sharing. These are broad issues which might need more people to be engaged than the people who are here in Addis Ababa.  Besides of course there are people down there who don’t want any change whether on the government side or on the opposition side. For example the opposition wants to drive out anybody in the government just like the government people don’t want anybody to come.  We have met the President. We have also met Riek Machar and we have told them please start to forgive one another and then the people of South Sudan will forgive themselves but so far nothing has happened.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Bishop Tombe says it appears fear of responsibility for the killings is causing mistrust between the leaders as they fail to agree on the contentious issues. According to Bishop Tombe, IGAD may likely postpone the talks for another session as President Kiir and Riek Machar could not agree on security arrangements, debt sharing and other demands brought by the SPLM in opposition. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting radio Miraya news.”
The Sudan People’s Liberation Army has been commanded to be on mobile movement when attacked by opposition forces. 

This means they will actively pursue opposition forces, rather than just defending their positions. 

Army spokesman Col. Philip Aguer says the orders came after reports of attacks by opposition forces on government positions in Upper Nile, Unity and Western Bahr El Ghazal states in the last two days.

The SPLA also says it repulsed an attack from opposition forces on the Dokdok area in northeast Renk County, Upper Nile state, yesterday. 

At around 5am Thursday morning the town came under attack from SPLM-IO forces from the west bank, the SPLA responded and repulsed the attack. 

SPLA Spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says 18 people were killed in the attack 

Traffic on the Juba Yei road has returned to normal following two armed robberies yesterday where two people were wounded when criminals shot at their vehicle. 

The commissioner of Central Equatoria police, Major General Henry  Danima  says  the  robbers   were   cattle keepers who looted valuables from the first vehicle and shot  and wounded passengers in the second vehicle when it tried to escape.

Henry Danima: “On Juba -Yei road yesterday, there was an incident. Some few criminals appeared on the road and stopped two vehicles. The first vehicle they stopped and started searching and collecting valuables from the passengers. When the second vehicle came and saw some suspicious behavior on the road, it turned back tried to ran away. They shot at it and wounded two passengers slightly.” 
The UN’s Children Fund, UNICEF, has today helped to release more than one hundred children in Pibor and Gumuruk in Greater Pibor Administrative Area.

The children have been demobilized from the South Sudan Democratic Army Cobra Faction that signed a peace deal with the government last year and are amongst more than three thousand children that will be released from the faction over coming months. Chaplain Nemaya reports.  

Chaplain Nemaya: “UNICEF is leading the program to demobilize children found to be fighting alongside adults In David Yau Yau’s Cobra faction. Earlier this year he announced that more than three thousand children under the age of 18 would be released from his ranks in a stages process. Today’s release of one hundred and eight children adds to the more than five hundred and fifty children others demobilized in the Gumuruk and Pibor areas recently. UNICEF’s Child Protection Specialist Anthony Nolan says most of the children range from the age of fourteen, fifteen and sixteen years old.”

Anthony Nolan: “Most of the children are around 14, 15 and 16 years old. There are few children who are a bit younger, and today, there are 108 children we believe are going to be released.”

He added the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission will keep the children at an interim Care Center and UNICEF will provide psychosocial and livelihood support as they wait to integrate them with their parents. 
   

Anthony Nolan: “We are ensuring that he children find somewhere safe to stay, in what we call interim care center, so that we help them to reconnect them with their parents, and we are also ensuring that UNICEF and the DDR commission, that they are able to receive some forms of psychosocial support, access to education or vocational training and we shall also in the coming months are able to give them some livelihood support”

Chaplain Nemaya: “According to UNICEF, the next demobilization process of child soldiers will be held in the Greater Pibor Areas of Lingwangole, Pochala and Boma.  UNICEF has also condemned any recruitment of child soldiers into the army; reiterating their call for the release of hundreds of boys abducted by armed forces near Malakal in Upper Nile state. I am Chaplain Nemaya, radio Miraya news.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

Western Bahr El-Ghazal State has completed preparations for celebrating International Women Day at the Nyinakok Headquarters of Jur River County on Sunday. 

Viola Philip, Director of Gender in the state says the celebration will include a procession, exhibition, cultural dances, drama and speeches. 

Viola Phillip: “This year the celebration will be done in Jur River County in Nyinakok on Sunday the eight. Preparations are completed, all the civil organizations, women, ministry of Gender are ready for the celebration. It will start with a carnival, there is an exhibition prepared by women in the County. There will be drama and speeches from government officials and cultural dance in this big day.”
Preparations are underway in Wau to start paying police forces their two month salaries today. 

Police officers protested on Monday by shooting in the air and later clashed with SPLA forces over the payment of their salaries. 

Commissioner of Police for WBGS Maj. Gen. Abraham Manyuat, noted that an investigation committee has started their work and those found responsible will be held accountable.

And in regional sports, five players from the Nigerian Kano Pillars Football team have been shot by gunmen in an attack on the club's entourage as they travelled to Owerri in Imo state for the start of the new Nigerian Premier League season.

The five injured players are receiving treatment at the Federal Medical Centre in Lokoja. 

Kano were preparing to begin the defence of their Nigerian title, having started their season with a victory over Al Malakia in their African Champions League preliminary round last weekend. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Faith Based Group urges IGAD to give leaders more time 

· Robbers loot valuables from vehicles and wound passengers on Juba Yei road
· Another 100 children released from David Yau Yau’s cobra faction
And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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