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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.  


The Headlines:
· President Kiir and Riek Machar to meet in Addis Ababa today
· Police protests in Wau enter their second day

· SPLA orders an investigation into reports of abduction and recruitment of children in Upper Nile State
President Salva Kiir Mayardit and the leader of the SPLM-in opposition Dr. Riek Machar are expected to meet in Addis Ababa today.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, the IGAD Communication Officer Hailemicheal Gebreselassie said the two leaders will discuss key issues of power sharing, security arrangements as well as executive and national legislature issues.

Gebreselassie says the three issues are the most important and critical to finding a sustainable compromise at the final round of talks.

Hailemicheal Gebreselassie: “We are hoping that the two principals and the arrival of especially President Salva Kiir is very crucial. We were expected him to arrive since last week but fortunately we had that he arrived yesterday and today he will meet with Dr. Riek Machar. So we are hoping that they will fix this three important issues – I mean power sharing, the security arrangements as well as the structure of the top executive during the transition are the most important things on which to reach a consensus. If they compromise on these three important issues hopefully we will reach into break through on 5 March.”

Authorities have confirmed that four people were killed and five injured in a protest by police in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal yesterday. 

Shops and several main roads to the town were closed when police began firing in the air 

The police told Radio Miraya they were protesting over the payment of three months’ salary owed to them. 

Acting Governor Zacharia Joseph Garang told our reporter in Wau that security forces have been deployed but the situation remains tense. 

Sporadic shooting continued last night after the protest brought the town to a standstill yesterday. 

Mary Karlino Madut, Minister of Information says the state security committee has resolved to address the issue with the national government.
Mary Karlino: “Due to the delay of the salary of police for January and February, and the misunderstanding that happened among police between the leadership and soldiers, some soldiers protested and began shooting bullets in the air randomly. After intervention by the state security committee, the situation is now calm. Among the solutions will be full payment of January salary. Regarding February salary, there is a follow up in Juba by State Minister of Finance and Police Major General Abraham Manyuat.”
SPLA were deployed with tanks to patrol yesterday night and are still deployed in town turning back citizens going to work along University road.

The SPLA Command has ordered an investigation into reports of the abduction and recruitment of children by government allied forces in Malakal County of Upper Nile State. 

The UN children’s agency, UNICEF, claims that ‘hundreds’ of children were abducted from Wau Shilluk area two weeks ago. 

SPLA spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says SPLA Child Protection Unit, UNICEF and partners will carry out the investigation.  

Col. Philip Aquer: 
“An Investigation will start immediately and jointly between the SPLA Child Protection Office in the General Command, UNICEF and UN organizations working for child protection in Juba. There will be a visit to Malakal once the coordination between the Child Protection Office in the High Command and UNICEF is complete. Then there will be a visit to Malakal to investigate the incident in Wau Shilluk.”

Earlier the United Nations children’s agency (UNICEF) said they have interviewed several community members who have confirmed family members and fellow students were taken in the abduction. 

UNICEF’s Claire Mckeer says they their information suggests the children were abducted by a militia group integrated into the SPLA.

Claire Mckeer: “Since UNICEF first reported the abduction of children sitting their exams in Wau Shilluk, we’ve since learnt that the number of children taken could be in the hundreds, more than the original number. The children were abducted by Johnson Olueny militia in Wau Shilluk. This is a militia group that has been integrated into the SPLA. This is a group that is supporting the government. So, UNICEF is asking the government of South Sudan to ensure the release of these children.”

The Supreme Court is today hearing a case against the South Sudan Electoral Commission after a grouping of political parties sued them last month. 
The political parties filed a petition seeking the court to block the national elections scheduled for late June. 

The national council of ministers has since passed a proposal cancelling the elections and extending the tenure of the president and the national legislature for two years. Reech Malual reports:
Reech Malual: “SPLM DC, along with a grouping of several political parties filed a petition seeking the court to block the National Electoral Commission from conducting the vote on the scheduled date of 30 June. The Supreme Court has listened to the defense from government attorneys and the national elections commission who claimed the political parties are not legitimate as per registration rules prescribed in the political parties and elections acts. The Supreme Court has given the political parties’ legal representative a week to reply in writing to the defense put forward by the government attorneys and electoral commission. The next court session convenes on the 10 March, Tuesday next week. I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya news in Juba.”
The Central Equatoria State Anti-corruption Commission is urging ministers, Members of Parliament, Commissioners and senior civil servants to declare their assets and liabilities.
The Chairperson of the State Anti-Corruption Commission, Emmanuel Khamis Richard, sounds a warning that each individual required by law to fill the form accurately and honestly within 30 days. 

Emmanuel Khamis Richard: 
“Each individual required by law to fill should be transparent and whoever may not comply to fill the form and declare his assets, income and liability in a very honest way, then the commission will go ahead and publish the details of their income, assets and liability without seeking their consent. If someone does not comply, it is in violation of the law, in violation of the constitution. So we have a mandate to ensure that this process is respect.” 

He says the commission will form a committee to monitor the forms in order to ensure accuracy and transparency from all constitutional post holders.

An ambulance service at Yirol County Hospital has greatly increased the number of women able to access professional maternity services. 

A partnership between the Italian NGO, Doctors with Africa, and the Ministry of Health introduced the free 24/7 ambulance service to Yirol West, Ciubet and Rumbek North. 

The country director for Doctors with Africa, Chiara Scanagatta, says the number of women delivering at the facility increased by 47 per cent in the first year it was introduced and in the last three years, safe deliveries at the hospital have risen a further 100 per cent.

Chiara Scanagatta: 
“When we introduced the ambulance in 2011 in Yirol, the average number of women delivering in the hospital was 738, and today is 1431 so definitely the number of women accessing the hospital to deliver has dramatically increased.  We have four drivers rotating. Definitely during the rainy season, there are some accessibility problems. That is why in Yirol and also Rumbek North we have provided a motorbike so they can support the ambulance reaching the patient.”

In regional news, the African Union has announced they will send a pre-election team to Sudan ahead of the country’s general elections scheduled for 13 April 2015. 

The mission comes following an invitation from the National Election Commission of Sudan. 

The objective of the pre-election assessment mission is to consider the state of preparedness for the polls and ensure elections are held within the framework of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance to which the republic of Sudan is a signatory.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Kiir and Riek Machar to meet in Addis Ababa today

· Police protests in Wau enter their second day

· SPLA orders an investigation into reports of abduction and recruitment of children in Upper Nile State
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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