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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· President Kiir and Riek Machar meet in Addis Ababa
· Four civilians including a chief killed in Abyei attack
· Four armed forces killed in Police protests in Wau
The President Salva Kiir Mayardit and the leader of the SPLM-in Opposition Dr Riek Machar will meet in Addis Ababa today.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, the IGAD communication officer, Hailemicheal Gebreselassie, says the two leaders will discuss key issues of power sharing, security arrangements as well as executive and national legislature issues.

Gebreselassie says the three issues are the most important and critical to finding a sustainable compromise at the final round of talks.

Gebreselassie: “We are hoping that the two principals, and the arrival of especially the president  Salva Kiir is very crucial, we were expected him to arrive since last week but fortunately we heard that he arrived yesterday and today he will meet with Dr Riek Machar. So we are hoping that they will fix these three important issues --I mean power sharing, the security arrangement as well as the structure of the top executive during the transitional are the most important things if they reach into consensus If they compromise on these three important issues, hopefully we will reach a break through on the fifth of March.”
Meanwhile the South Sudanese Network for Democracy and Elections has urged The President and Dr Riek Machar to sign a lasting peace agreement as soon as possible.

The executive Director of the organization, Ijjo Elias Odego, says the leaders should work in the national interest.

Odego: “Without peace nothing can be done in any country. All the countries developing, they have a lot of development programmes. They are peaceful and everything they do is exercised in a democratic manner. This is what will create development in the country, but without peace it will very difficult for us to move an inch in any sector. We may not have better schools. We may not have better medical facilities and it will even be difficult for us to have better roads, but if we need these, there is need for peace to make this happen.”

Four civilians, including a chief, were killed yesterday in an attack on Marial Achiak village, east of Abyei. 
More than 30 houses were burned and the attackers abducted eight people, among them a 10-year-old child. 

The co-chair of the Abyei Oversight Committee, Deng Madinq, claims a group allied to the Sudanese armed forces attacked the village.

He accused UN forces of failing to protect civilians.

Madinq: “We furthermore draw the attention of the international community, especially the UN and AU, to wake up and remind themselves of the UN resolution 2046, which calls for the unconditional withdrawal of unauthorized armed forces for Abyei area, which has been executed by the government of South Sudan, which has totally withdrawn all its forces from the area since 2012, whereas the SAF maintains its presence in the area in a clear violation to this resolution. “

The UN Spokesman, Stephane Dujarric, said at a press conference in New York yesterday the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) launched patrols to engage the attackers, which they encountered near the town of Shegag.

A UNISFA patrol also detained four unarmed Misseriya men who were captured while moving from the general direction of the incident. 

Authorities have confirmed that four people were killed and five injured in a protest by police in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal yesterday. 

Shops and several main roads in the town were closed when police began firing in the air.
The police told Radio Miraya they were protesting over the payment of three months’ salary owed to them. 

The acting governor, Zacharia Joseph Garang, told our reporter in Wau that security forces have been deployed and the towns, including the police headquarters, are under SPLA control. 

Garang: “Police are the forces we rely on for protection of the town, institutions, citizens and their peace. But we lost them; we have lost contact with them yesterday. As a result we brought in the army. But, unfortunately, around 8.30 pm, with the arrival of the army there was exchange of fire that continued for three to five minutes and we lost lives -- two army, two police and five wounded in good condition. Efforts are underway in Juba now. The ministers of local government, minister of finance and police commissioner are now moving between the national ministries of interior and finance to resolve this issue of salary.”
The acting Governor emphasized that the SPLA will remain in control to maintain security till the issue is resolved by the state and national governments. 
The SPLA command has ordered an investigation into reports of the abduction and recruitment of children by government allied forces in Malakal County of Upper Nile State. 
The UN Children’s agency, UNICEF, claims that ‘hundreds’ of children were abducted from Wau Shilluk area two weeks ago. 

SPLA Spokesperson Col Philip Aguer says the SPLA Child Protection Unit, UNICEF and partners will carry out the investigation.  

Aquer: “An Investigation will start immediately and jointly between the SPLA Child Protection Office in the General Command, UNICEF and UN organizations working for child protection in Juba. There will be a visit to Malakal once the coordination between the Child Protection Office in the High Command and UNICEF in complete. Then there will be a visit to Malakal to investigate the incident in Wau Shilluk.”
The Supreme Court is today hearing a case against the South Sudan Electoral Commission after a grouping of political parties sued them last month. 

The political parties filed a petition seeking the court to block the national elections scheduled for late June. 

The national council of ministers has since passed a proposal cancelling the elections and extending the tenure of the president and the national legislature for two years

Reech Malual reports.
Reech Malual’s report: 
SPLM DC, along with a grouping of several political parties, filed a petition seeking the court to block the national Electoral Commission from conducting the vote on the scheduled date of June 30th.

The Supreme Court has listened to the defense from government attorneys and the National Elections Commission who claimed the political parties are not legitimate as per registration rules prescribed in the political parties and elections acts.

The Supreme Court has given the political parties’ legal representative a week to reply in writing to the defense put forward by the government attorneys and electoral commission.

The next court session convenes on the 10th march, Tuesday next week.

I am Reech Malual reporting for radio Miraya news in Juba.
The Minister of Labor, Public Service and Human Resource Development in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, has said that more than 800 vacant posts have been created for qualified youth in the state.  

Luol Mawien Dut says that a ministerial committee has been formed to recruit university graduates and secondary school certificate holders for 864 posts in different government institutions.

Dut urged all qualified youth to come to the state and apply for the announced vacancies. 

Dut: “I call upon the young people from the state who are outside the state that we have vacancies and that the committee is working and there are advertisements. People should come and apply if they have not got jobs where they are. The second thing is that I want to direct the youth in particular and our employees in the state to unite and leave political differences because political divisions will not take us forward.”
In regional news
The African Union has announced they will send a pre-election team to Sudan ahead of the country’s general elections scheduled for 13 April 2015. 

The mission comes following an invitation from the National Election Commission of Sudan. 

The objective of the pre-election assessment mission is to consider the state of preparedness for the polls and ensure elections are held within the framework of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance to which the republic of Sudan is a signatory.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· President Kiir and Riek Machar meet in Addis Ababa 

· Four civilians including a chief killed in Abyei attack

· Four killed in Police protests in Wau
End of Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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