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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Army’s investigation team into Malakal clashes concludes its task
· Security withdraws from the home of the SPLM-DC Party chairperson Dr. Lam Akol 

· UNICEF Deputy Executive Director expresses concern over child rights violations

A team sent from the army headquarters in Juba to investigate recent clashes in Malakal has concluded its task and returned to Juba.

Last week, the team met the SPLA General Johnson Olony and representatives of the Shilluk community in Lelo, on the Western bank of the River Nile in Upper Nile state.

The army spokesperson, Co Philip Aguer, says the team reached some understanding   on how to resolve the problem with General Johnson Olony. 

Philip Aguer also said another committee will be formed to investigate suspects involved in the clashes.

Philip Aguer: “The committee sent by the SPLA headquarters to investigate the incidents of Malakal agreed with Johnson that the clashes were isolated incidents and can be resolved as soon as possible by identifying those involved among the bodyguards of Johnson Olony and the State Governor. A committee will be set up to investigate these suspects.”    

In another development, security operatives have withdrawn from the home of the Chairman of opposition Party SPLM-DC, Dr. Lam Akol.

A week ago, security surrounded the home of Dr. Lam Akol home in Juba, attracting criticism from the political party alliance.

Dr. Lam Akol has confirmed that the security personnel withdrew shortly after he held a meeting with two senior security officials on Saturday.

Akol told newsmen in Juba that the citizens are entitled to freedom of movement, association and expression.

Dr. Lam Akol: “What I tell the people is that they should resist enjoying their full rights, the rights that make them citizens. The basic fundamental freedoms. The freedom to live, the freedom to speak out, the freedom to associate with others and the freedom to see that they do the right thing which is good for them; to pursue a better life – this is one. Number two every government drives it authority from the people; it is not the other way round as the government wants us to believe.”

Last week, government described as baseless reports that opposition leader Lam Akol was under house arrest.

The Deputy Executive Director of UN Children Fund UNICEF, Yoka Brandt, says she is concerned about the increasing child rights violations in South Sudan.

Yoka arrived in South Sudan on Friday, to assess the situation of children in the country. 

She noted that many children have been recruited into armed groups, while many more are finding difficulties accessing nutritious foods.

Yoka Brandt: “First of all the number of children affected is very large. A large number of children are either displaced or refugees or impacted by the conflict but we are also very worried about both their rights that are being violated through for instance being recruited into armed groups and for some issues like nutritional status.” 

The Minister of Information, Michael Makuei, has cautioned media representatives to respect the laws and abide by the professional ethics that govern the media industry. 

Presiding over a two-day media conference in Juba, the Minister noted that there is an urgent need to train some journalist to boost the profession.

Michael Makuei: “Without respecting and abiding by ethics of a profession, you are not a professional; you are not a journalist. It is unfortunate to note that three quarters of our journalists as stated by one of the speakers are not professional journalists. So there is need for is to actually build the capacity of these journalists so they qualify as journalists.” 

The minister also advised journalists to avoid situations that antagonize the laws of the country.

Michael Makuei: “Don’t step on the toes of other. If you do that, you have committed an offence. You are in conflict with the law and anybody in conflict with the law must be charged. There is no simple mistake. A mistake is a mistake and a mistake in law is crime. We are either respectable or if we are not respectable we will find ourselves in conflict with the law. This does not apply to journalists only, but it applies to all the citizens.” 

The two day conference has been convened in Juba as part of the activities to mark World Press Freedom Day which was observed on Sunday. 

The firearms control Bill 2015 has been presented to the National Legislative Assembly for deliberations.

The bill seeks to establish administrative structures for licensing and control of private use of fire arms to promote peace and security in the country.

The bill also seeks to regulate the application and issuance of license to own firearms.

The bill was presented before the National Legislative assembly by the Minister of Justice, Paulino Wanawilla Unango. The Legislators referred the Bill to the committee of security.  

The legislators also listened to the presentation of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and optional protocol. This bill has been referred to Human Rights committee for study.

Members of parliament have given committees of Security and Human rights seven days to return the two bills before parliament for deliberation in its second reading.

The commissioner of Cueibet County in Lakes State, Isaac Mayom Malek, says revenge attacks are making it increasingly difficult to control cattle raiding in the state.

The commissioner spoke to Radio Miraya following reports that an estimated one thousand heads of cattle were raided from four cattle camps at the border between Warrap State and Unity State were raided on Sunday. Five people were killed in this attack.

Commissioner Mayom said cooperation and coordinated information flow is needed to gradually control cattle raiding.

Isaac Mayom Malek: “Even this revenge attacks, Killings and even revenge attacks of cattle raiding it is all revenge, you know that is what is going on. Even if you took cattle from one county another county will go for revenge, this is what is going on. This situation will be improved, it is the first time now since a big number like that came to attack us but the ignorance from our cattle keepers here is the problem.”

Still in Lakes state, a small dispute between children in Lakes state turned nasty on Sunday triggering a wave of gunfire that sent a wave of panic in Rumbek town.

Lakes State minister of Local Government and Law enforcement, Jok Ayom, says that the security forces were forced to fire in the air to disperse the crowds that had gathered to watch the fighting children.

Jok Ayom: “In fact what happened yesterday was a very normal issue young boy gathered in the farm and I think they quarreled and started to fight, so the big people wanted to come into the point where the children were fighting, the security guards who were around fired their firearms into the air to disperse the gathering.” 

The minister says the general security situation in Lakes State has been calm

The fifth East African Youth forum on Peace building has started today in Juba.

Some 100 young people from the East African region are attending the conference.
Young people aged between 18 and 35 from the Eastern African region and guests from Cameroon, Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia will discuss peace and reconciliation strategies, the economy and good governance.

James Tongo, President of the East African Youth Forum says the youths will be challenged to examine their relationships and role in society.

And in foreign news, two people have been killed in new protests in Burundi against the president's re-election bid.

The BBC's reporter in Bujumbura says she saw Red Cross workers move away the bodies. She previously saw the police fire live rounds at the demonstrators.

The protests started peacefully on Monday morning but got out of hand when protestors started attacking police with stones.

The protests are over President Pierre Nkurunziza's bid for a third term.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Army’s investigation team into Malakal clashes concludes its task

· Security withdraws from the home of the SPLM-DC Party chairperson Dr. Lam Akol 

· UNICEF Deputy Executive Director expresses concern over child rights violations

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
1 | Page

