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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Lwak Nelson.
The Headlines:
· Economic conference on South Sudan begins in Juba

· US Secretary of State warns conflict in South Sudan is threatening its future
· Maternal and infant mortality remain high as world marks International Midwives Day today 

A two-day economic conference on South Sudan has opened in Juba to find a quick solution to South Sudan’s economy. 

Representatives from Uganda are participating in the conference that seeks to address some big economic challenges facing South Sudan, including the high dollar, and low productivity.

Speaking at the opening of the conference, Vice President James Wani Iga emphasized the improvement of standards of living of citizens. 

Wani Iga: “We in south Sudan are very concerned about economy and we want to improve the standard of living of our people so that our people are happy. Our people cannot be happy if the economy and poverty is biting. We are very concerned as a government, and this is why we holding this workshop. Our president is more concerned than the rest of us.” 
The chairperson the economic committee of Parliament, Deng Deng Hoc, says the conference will discuss the possibility of introducing multiple currencies in the economy.
Deng Deng Hoth: “We are keen to use other currencies. People are using US dollars but we want to also explore other currencies so that Uganda shillings can be used instead of you going to Uganda with dollars, you can go with Uganda shillings. The same would apply to Kenya, where you can use Kenya shillings. This we hope will reduce the demand for dollars in the market and will encourage people to use other currencies that are more accessible than the US dollar.” 
In a related development, the head of the National Party Alliance Dr. Lam Akol says South Sudan should first address its economic crisis, before seeking external help.

Dr. Lam Akol: “We should sit as South Sudanese and resolve these issues; we resolve the problem of exchange rate; because there are people who are benefiting from this issue of exchange rate until the dollar became a commodity, not a currency. People are given dollar with 3 pounds and they sell it with 10 pounds and take the balance, and it has become a profession. So people must unite in this so that nobody will exploit the situation. We must diversify income sources.”

US Secretary of State, John Kerry, has warned that the violent civil conflict, mass displacement and deepening food crisis, are threatening the Country’s future.

Speaking on Monday at a news conference in Nairobi, Kerry said South Sudan’s promising potential after independence is now at grave risk of being squandered by the conflict.

He also said the United States allocated $5 million for the creation of a special court or other independent judicial mechanism that would hold perpetrators of atrocities and other crimes in South Sudan to account.

Kerry also criticized President Salva Kiir and the former vice president, Riek Machar, for failing to make the compromises needed for peace.

The National Ministry of Health is concerned about the high maternal and infant mortality rate resulting from the shortage of midwives in the country, as South Sudan observes the international Midwives Day.
The Director General for Midwifery in the ministry, Jennet Michael, says South Sudan has about 130 professional midwives, a number considered too small to handle the high number of women that need maternal care. 

Jennet Michael: “I wish all the units are covered you see even this number is a drop in the ocean. South Sudan is still away, far away because even with the midwife being there, we have not improved our roads; our girls are not yet well educated, even to make a decision to go to the facility and to access better health so this even adds to some of the reason why women cannot have access.” 

In a related development, Canada has announced new initiatives to promote safe maternity care in communities in South Sudan.

Canada’s Minister of International Cooperation Julian Fantino, says her country is providing more than $30 million dollars to strengthen Midwifery Services in South Sudan.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A two-day public consultation process has begun in Rumbek town, in Lakes state to identify the disasters and natural hazards likely to occur in the state.

This is part of a series of consultations aimed at developing a protective framework for people displaced by natural disasters in South Sudan.

The Director of Emergency Response and Preparedness, Alison Barnaba, says the consultative process will provide people affected by disasters a platform to share their stories. 

Barnaba says these stories will be used to formulate national disaster risk management policy.

Alison Barnaba: “In particular, we want to know what types of hazards are affecting lives of the people in the county level, the Payam, the county and the state level, so to achieve their opinion and their full participation before we come up with policies to mitigate all the disasters or to reduce the risk of the hazards.”
Warrap State Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, Andrea Aguer Ariik, has denied claims that the ministry was allocated three million dollars to fight hunger in the state.

Last week, Warrap state legislative assembly summoned the Minister to answer queries arising from the 2014/2015 budget. He was tasked to explain the source of funding for some projects being set up without parliament’s approval.

The Minister was also asked to explain the transfers of grants to the state’s ministries of Health and Education.

Appearing before Parliament on Monday, Minister Aguer denied ever receiving money transfers. He instead challenged the state parliament to show proof, that money was transferred from the Central Bank to Warrap state.

Aguer Ariik: “I had no idea that the operating cast amounting to 1,878.232 South Sudanese Pounds for the state Ministry of Health has been transferred to Warrap State. When the state minister of health brought it to my attention in June 2014, I asked the Minister of Health to provide details of transfer credit advices from the National Minister of Finance. The reason is the nature of transfers from Juba to the State.” 

Meanwhile, the acting head of the assembly’s committee on Information and Public Relations, Ariech Mayar Ariech, said the Minister simply failed to convince the Assembly.

Ariech Mayar Ariech: “The minister has failed to convince us on issues related to the Bank of South Sudan’s allocation of three million South Sudan Pounds. The word is credit. We have been given credit of about three million. This is a paper but it’s a valuable paper. We know very well that when you are given a letter of credit then you will become a millionaire. Why are you becoming a millionaire and you are denying it that it is not cash? It is cash!” 

The Firearms Control Bill 2015 has been presented to the National Legislative Assembly for deliberations.

The Bill seeks to establish administrative structures for licensing and control of private use of fire arms to promote peace and security in the country.

The Bill also seeks to regulate the application and issuance of license to own firearms.

The Bill was presented before the National Legislative assembly by the Minister of Justice, Paulino Wanawilla Unango. The Legislators referred the Bill to the committee of security.  

The legislators also listened to the presentation of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and optional protocol. This bill has been referred to Human Rights committee for study.

Members of parliament have given committees of Security and Human rights seven days to return the two bills before parliament for deliberation in its second reading.

And in international news, Burundi's constitutional court has ruled that President Pierre Nkurunziza can run for a third term.

The court's decision comes after the court's vice-president reportedly fled the country citing "death threats". Under the constitution, presidents can only be elected to two terms in office but it was argued that his first term does not count as he was appointed by parliament.

Media reports show Pierre Nkurunziza’s third-term bid has led to more than a week of deadly protests. On Monday, US Secretary of State John Kerry urged Nkurunziza to abandon his re-election bid.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Economic conference on South Sudan begins in Juba

· US Secretary of State warns conflict in South Sudan is threatening its future

· Maternal and infant mortality remain high as world marks International Midwives Day today 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Lwak Nelson.
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