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Good afternoon. It is three o’clock and I’m Lwak Nelson.
The Headlines:
· Economic experts discuss strategies to revive the country’s economy
· Canada donates 30 million dollars to strengthen Midwifery Services in South Sudan
· Warrap State Finance Minister summoned before parliament over finances

Economics experts from the east African region have arrived in Juba to discuss the possibility of introducing multiple currencies as legal tender in South Sudan.
The experts will also review the big economic challenges facing South Sudan, including the high dollar, and low productivity.

The chairperson the economic committee of Parliament, Deng Deng Hoc, says introducing multiple currencies could reduce the demand for dollars.  

Deng Deng Hoth: “We are keen to use other currencies, people are using US Dollars but we want to also explore other currencies so that Uganda shillings can be used instead of you going to Uganda with dollars you can go with Uganda shillings the same would apply to Kenya, you can use Kenya shillings, this we hope will reduce the demand for dollars in the market and will encourage people to use other currencies that are more accessible than the US dollar.” 

James Wani Iga, the Vice President of South Sudan says strong economic decisions are needed to improve the citizen’s standards of living.
Wani Iga: “We in south Sudan are very concerned about economy and we want to improve the standard of living of our people so that our people are happy so our people cannot be happy if the economy and poverty is biting. So we are very concerned as a government, and this is why we holding this workshop. Our president is more concerned than the rest of us.” 
In a related development, the head of the National Party Alliance Dr. Lam Akol says South Sudan should first address its economic crisis, before seeking external help.

Dr. Lam Akol: “We sit as South Sudanese and resolve these issues; we resolve the problem of exchange rate; because there are people who are benefiting from this issue of exchange rate until the dollar became a commodity, not a currency. People are given dollar with 3 pounds and they sell it with 10 pounds and take the balance, and it has become a profession. So people must unit this so that nobody will exploit the situation. We must diversify income sources.”

As the country observes the international day of Midwives, Canada has announced new initiatives to promote safe maternity care in communities in South Sudan.

Canada’s Minister of International Cooperation Julian Fantino, says her country is providing more than $30 million dollars to strengthen Midwifery Services in South Sudan.

The director General for   Midwifery in the ministry, Jennet Michael says South Sudan has just over 100 professional midwives, a number considered too small to handle the high number of women that need maternal care. 

Jennet Michael: “I wish all the units are covered you see even this number is a drop in the ocean. South Sudan is still away, far away because even with the midwife being there, we have not improved our roads; our girls are not yet well educated, even to make a decision to go to the facility and to access better health so this even adds to some of the reason why women cannot have access.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Ministry of Electricity and Dams plans to establish a new water treatment plant to increase water supplies to Juba town.

The Minister of Electricity and Dams, Jemma Nunu Kumba, says almost 50 percent of water generated is being lost in in the distribution system due to leakages.  

Jema Nunu Kumba: “We have a new water treatment plant which will produce about 10 thousand cubic meters of water that is good enough to at least meet the demand for Juba. 50 percent of the water that is produced is being lost in the distribution system because of leakages, so we are trying to improve on that, we have started to replace the old pipes which are very old, dated back between the 1930’s and 1940’s.” 

A two-day public consultation process has begun in Rumbek town, in Lakes state to identify the disasters and natural hazards likely to occur in the state.

This is part of a series of consultations aimed at developing a protective framework for people displaced by natural disasters in South Sudan.

The director of emergency response and preparedness, Alison Barnaba, says the consultative process will provide people affected by disasters a platform to share their stories. 

Barnaba says these stories will be used to formulate national disaster risk management policy.

Alison Barnaba: “In particular, we want to know what types of hazards are affecting lives of the people in the county level, the Payam, the county and the state level, so to achieve their opinion and their full participation before we come up with policies to mitigate all the disasters or to reduce the risk of the hazards.”
Warrap State Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, Andrea Aguer Ariik, has denied claims that the ministry was allocated three million dollars to fight hunger in the state.

Last week, Warrap state legislative assembly summoned the Minister to answer queries arising from the 2014/2015 budget. He was tasked to explain the source of funding for some projects being set up without parliament’s approval.

The Minister was also asked to explain the transfers of grants to the state’s ministries of Health and Education.

Appearing before Parliament on Monday, Minister Aguer denied ever receiving money transfers. He instead challenged the state parliament to show proof, that money was transferred from the Central Bank to Warrap state.

Aguer Ariik: “I have no idea   that the operating cast amounting with this 1,878.232 ssp for the state ministry of health has been transfer to Warrap state when the state minister of health brought it to my attention in June 2014 I ask the minister of health to provide details of transfer credit advices from the National Minister of finance the reason is the nature of transfers from Juba to the State.” 

Meanwhile, the acting head of the assembly’s committee on Information and Public Relations, Ariech Mayar Ariech, said the Minister simply failed to convince the Assembly.

Ariech Mayar Ariech: “The minister has failed to convince us on issue related to the bank of South Sudan allocation of three million the word credit we have been credit about three million this is a paper but it’s a valuable paper we know very well that when you are given a letter of credit then you will become a millionaire why are you becoming a millionaire and you are denying it that it is not cash it is cash.” 
And in international news, Burundi's constitutional court, has ruled that President Pierre Nkurunziza can run for a third term.

The court's decision comes after the court's vice-president reportedly fled the country citing "death threats".

Under the constitution, presidents can only be elected to two terms in office but it was argued that his first term does not count as he was appointed by parliament.

Media reports show Pierre Nkurunziza’s third-term bid has led to more than a week of deadly protests.

On Monday, US Secretary of State John Kerry urged Nkurunziza to abandon his re-election bid.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Economic experts discuss strategies to revive the country’s economy

· Canada donates 30 million dollars to strengthen Midwifery Services in South Sudan

· Warrap State Finance Minister summoned before parliament over finances

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Lwak Nelson.
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