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Good morning. It is one o’clock and I’m Lwak Nelson.
The Headlines:
· United Nations Calls for unrestricted movement of humanitarian workers 

· Attack on cattle camp in Mundri West County leaves five dead

· Two Tanzanian Peacekeepers have been killed in an ambush in the Democratic Republic of Congo
The UN Mission in South Sudan is calling for unrestricted movement for aid workers in South Sudan.

The latest call comes amid concerns that aid workers at the UN base in Bentiu have been prevented from leaving the location to provide humanitarian assistance people affected by the conflict.

Joe Contreras, the acting spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, says the UN is urging the leaders to provide freedom of movement to the aid workers.

Joe Contreras: “Aid workers based at our compound outside of Bentiu have been prevented from leaving that location to provide services to civilians affected and displaced by the conflict and the top humanitarian coordinator Toby Lanzer issued a statement noting the inability to move freely outside the compound and we urge forces belonging to both warring parties in the conflict to give freedom of movement to those aid workers as stipulated in the SOFA that south Sudan signed in 2011.” 

The United States government plans to provide $5 million to promote justice and accountability in South Sudan.

During a visit to Kenya, US Secretary of state, John Kerry, said the funds will support a credible, impartial, and effective justice mechanism, to hold perpetrators of violence in South Sudan to account.

Part of this money will be used to build the capacity of South Sudanese civil society to document human rights violations.

The funds are in addition to ongoing U.S. support for local reconciliation efforts and the more than $1 billion that the United States has contributed to assist humanitarian relief since the start of the crisis in December 2013.
Egypt's Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry has arrived in Juba for bilateral discussions with his counterparts.
According to a statement from Egypt’s Foreign Affairs Ministry, the discussions will focus on the situation in South Sudan and the Horn of Africa region in terms of development and stability.

Egypt’s Minister will then proceed to Eritrea for similar talks.

Regional economic experts are in the country to discuss ways of improving the economy. 

The consultations come after the Council of Ministers formed a committed to investigate reasons for the high commodity prices.

Presiding over the opening session of the consultative meeting, Vice President James Wani Igga, said government is committed to improve the economy of South Sudan.

Wani Iga: “We in South Sudan are very concerned about economy and we want to improve the standard of living of our people so that our people are happy so our people cannot be happy if the economy and poverty is biting. We are very concerned as a government, and this is why we holding this workshop. Our president is more concerned than the rest of us.”

Five people including a soldier were killed and four others injured in an attack on a cattle camp in Mundri West County.

The attack took place seven miles from Mundri town. 

The commissioner of Mundri West County, Hassan Bakhit, says the attack sparked off heavy gunfire as the police tried to pursue the attackers. He says some people fled the cattle camp and pitched camp at the police post.

Hassan Bakhit: “A group of cattle keepers were attacked by unknown people in the cattle camp, the shooting started at around 05pm up to 07pm then we mobilized the forces, what happened was that five people were killed, one is a soldier and four are civilians from the same camp, it was about seven miles just the place between Kotobi and Bari.” 

Consultations aimed at developing a protective framework for people displaced by natural disasters in South Sudan expected to end in Rumbek Lakes State today.

The director of emergency response and preparedness, Alison Barnaba, says the consultative process will provide people affected by disasters a platform to share their stories. 

Barnaba says these stories will be used to formulate national disaster risk management policy.

Alison Barnaba: “In particular, we want to know what types of hazards are affecting lives of the people in the county level, the Payam, the county and the state level, so to achieve their opinion and their full participation before we come up with policies to mitigate all the disasters or to reduce the risk of the hazards.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Anisa Company, a local organization has delivered a consignment of food and non-food items to orphans in in Tambura County, Western Equatoria State.

Sister Bianca Bii of the Roman Catholic Church says she is overwhelmed by the donation. She says this is a quick relief to the more than 60 orphans that are being hosted at the orphanage in Tambura.

Sister Bianca: “It is a big, big, big surprise for me to see the amount of food he has provided for the children. The flour of maize, cassava, the beans, the milk, the oil, the washing soap and salt, sugar for the children. We are so happy.”
Speaking to Radio Miraya, Faida Jovanina Albino, one of the orphans said the orphanage center helped her when she was most in need.

Miss Faida: “When I was in P5 I was thinking who will help me I don’t have father, I even don’t have mother and I have nobody to take care of me but the day that I went to her she said my daughter don’t worry. She took me when I was eleven years old to take care of me and she said she will not forget me in her life, I also need to study and also come and help the orphans like how she is helping me.”

The Director General for Midwifery at the National Ministry of Health, Jennet Michael, says Immediate action is required to train and recruit additional midwives in South Sudan.

The call comes amid concerns about the rising maternal rates due to the shortage of midwives in the country.

Jennet says girls in South Sudan must consider joining midwifery schools to boost the number of midwives in the country which currently stands at just over 100.

Jennet Michael: “We should train midwives but then we would like to have more girls to join midwifery and our girls must go to school and finish secondary school because for them to be able to enter the standard they must have completed secondary school and that is where we can have them trained.” 

South Sudan maternal mortality rate is the worst in the world with 2,054 per 100,000-life birth.

And in regional news, two Tanzanian peacekeepers with the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo have been killed in an ambush near the city of Beni.
Thirteen others were wounded in the attack by suspected Ugandan Allied Democratic Forces Islamist rebels.

This was the second attack on UN forces in the eastern North Kivu region in 48 hours after a helicopter carrying for the force's commander came under fire.

The BBC quotes the Congolese army saying it had killed 16 Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) rebels during fierce fighting over the weekend.

In sports, Ghana local Black Stars football led by coach Maxwell Konadu arrive in Juba today ahead of the international friendly match due on Friday at the Juba Football Stadium.

The Local Black Stars resumed camping on Monday with 26 players in preparation towards an impending tournament – the Cosafa Cup in South Africa.

The team’s captains told supersport.com that they intend to use the South Sudan friendly and the Cosafa Cup to build a solid team towards the 2016 Chan qualifying matches later this year.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· United Nations Calls for unrestricted movement of humanitarian workers 

· Attack on cattle camp in Mundri West County leaves five dead

· Two Tanzanian Peacekeepers have been killed in an ambush in the Democratic Republic of Congo

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Lwak Nelson.
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