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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Lwak Nelson.
The Headlines:
· Vice President says cuts in expenditure and reforms in government institution urgently needed for economic recovery
· Investigations launched into the killings of policemen in Rumbek town
· South Sudan Lawyers Association to elect executive leaders
Government is considering signing trading agreements with countries to boost supplies of goods and commodities into the country.

This is one of the recommendations made at the end of a two-day consultative meeting on the economy of South Sudan.

Deng Deng Hoc, the chairperson of Ministerial Economic Cluster, explains how the trading agreements would help the citizens.

Deng Deng Hoc: “What is meant here is to sign trading agreements with countries that have large stocks of food, fuel, of building materials, things that we need here in this country for every citizen to be able to feed their family, to be able to access the construction materials they need, to be able to access fuel for their generators or vehicles, you source the goods that you need, you create the right conditions for the goods to be transported from the source countries into your country.”   

The recommendations made at the meeting will be tabled before cabinet this week.

Meanwhile, the Vice President of the Republic James Wani Igga, says cuts in government expenditures and reforms in government institutions are urgently needed to stabilize the economy.

The Vice President said this while closing a two-day consultative meeting on South Sudan’s economy. He warned that choosing a wrong economic path could be terrible for the country’s future.
Wani Igga: “All the beautiful things we put down here if we don’t enter any tools or backhauling or reforming our institutions, we are wasting time. We need to restructure the government institutions lets us make reforms in our institutions very important. Our expenditures as you have seen have been so tremendous let us cut our expenditures; if we pick the wrong economic path   then we are bound.”

Experts met here on Tuesday to discuss possible ways to boost South Sudan’s economy.
The Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, David Deng Atorbie, said recommendations from the meeting will be tabled before cabinet before they are implemented.

David Deng Atorbie: “The recommendations will be organized and I will present them to the cabinet and when they are approved, they will become the basis for our policies. The country is being faced by the fall in oil prices; the country is being faced by the reduction in production of oil, this has resulted into less dollars in the market. And because we don’t produce enough food for ourselves in this country, that’s why we are importing from Uganda and that’s why the food prices have gone high.”


In another development, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda and the United States National Security Advisor Susan Rice have discussed the devastating humanitarian and regional economic costs of continued conflict in South Sudan.

The two met at a bilateral meeting held in the United States of America on Wednesday.

President Museveni and Rice agreed on the need for the international community and South Sudan’s regional partners to work quickly to achieve peace.

They expressed deep concern over the increasing level of conflict in Sudan, specifically the continued conflict in Darfur and the vicious bombing of civilians in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States.

Authorities in Lakes state are investigating the killings of two policemen by gunmen.

Both policemen were killed in two separate attacks in Rumbek town on Wednesday. 

Lakes state Police commissioner, Brigadier Isaac Mayom, says police have launched a search for the suspects.

Brigadier Isaac Mayom: “Many citizens have guns and uniforms in their homes, the relatives of the deceased took the body to burry and also the police is continuing to conduct searches from the crime scene and are also taking statements from the different people to get facts of the incidents.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The South Sudan Bar Association will elect its top executive members next week.

Peter Matias, spokesperson of the elections committee, says the elections of the chairperson and the deputy chairperson of the Bar association will be held on Friday next week.

He says all the necessary requirements for the elections have been met and arrangements including security clearance made.

Peter Matias: “The elections earlier scheduled for December last year were halted after court of appeal, ruled that the elections of the South Sudan Bar association will be held after establishing the legality of the association’s electoral committee. The Bar Association plays an oversight function to ensure that government decisions conform to the law.”
Authorities in Bor County and Pibor are engaged in an argument over who was responsible for the theft of more than one thousand five hundred heads of cattle from Gumuruk in Greater Pibor Area.

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya in Bor has a report  

Chaplain Nemaya: “The administration of Bor County has described as false reports about the theft of more than one thousand fifty heads of cattle. Bor County Commissioner, Isaac Mamer Ruuk, says no one left Bor County to steal cattle from Gumuruk. He however promised to crosscheck these claims with the Commissioner of Gumuruk in Greater Pibor Area.”
Isaac Mamer Ruuk: “Such accusations has been going on we cannot say that all people of Pibor are all criminals—no, these are few elements within the society, and even here in Bor we have these elements, I will go back to the Radio operator to talk to my counterpart the commissioner to talk with.”

Gumurk County Commissioner Akot Maje accused people of greater Bor for stealing one thousand fifty heads of cattle. 

He said the cattle raiders were heading East of Bor County.

Akot Maje: “A group suspected to be cattle raiders from Bor South Raided a home of a retired colonel called Talala Elia, they took more than one thousand five hundred heads of cattle, they are heading towards Bor County, I know that because no one is near Gumuruk except people from Bor area, which is Dinka Bor. Nobody was reported to have been killed because they raided cattle when they were at the grazing area, far from Gumuruk.”
For a number of years, Bor, Gumuruk and Pibor Counties have been trading accusations cattle raiding. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news. 

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan has met with the Ministry of Justice to develop a device to investigate crimes committed within four protections of civilian sites around the country. 

The offences were allegedly committed by displaced people living within the camps in Juba, Bor, Bentiu and Malakal.

Minister of Justice Paulino Wanawila says the suspects will be investigated under the South Sudan penal code.

Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South Sudan Moustapha Soumare says discussions with the Ministry of Justice will continue to determine the best model to prosecute offenders in line with South Sudan law and the UN Status of Forces Agreement.

In international News: Liberia is poised to be declared free of the deadly Ebola virus according to the UN’s senior representative in the country.

More than 10,000 people have died from the disease over the last year in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

Speaking to the UN Security Council on Tuesday, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Liberia, Karin Landgren, said that if no new case of Ebola was reported by next Saturday, the West African country would be declared officially free of Ebola.

Karin Landgren: “Ebola highlighted Liberia’s underlying fragility. Beyond the public health crisis, Liberians were angered by the Government’s slow response and by the rising cost of basic commodities, while the use of the Armed Forces and the introduction of a State of Emergency also fuelled fears.”

Landgren said now is the time to address the factors which contributed to the spread of the disease.
And Burundi's President Pierre Nkurunziza says he will not run for a fourth term, if he is re-elected in June.

Nkurunziza called for an immediate end to protests against his bid for a third term so that elections could be held peacefully.

According to the BBC, at least 12 people have died in protests since Nkurunziza's 25 April decision to seek re-election.

It is seen as the worst unrest to hit Burundi since a 12-year-civil war ended in 2005.

Nkurunziza has rejected pressure from the US to step down.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Vice President says cuts in expenditure and reforms in government institution urgently needed for economic recovery

· Investigations launched into the killings of policemen in Rumbek town

· South Sudan Lawyers Association to elect executive leaders

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Lwak Nelson.
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