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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Parliament passes NGO Bill 

· More than 500 IDPs seek shelter in Bentiu town following clashes in UN protection of civilians’ site
· Environment Minister bans illegal logging and charcoal exports
Parliament has passed the National NGO Bill 2015. 
The 20-page document was unanimously endorsed this morning in its 4th reading. 

The bill, to be signed law upon the President’s ascent, provides for the establishment of a regulatory framework for the registration, co-ordination and monitoring of operations of non-governmental organizations operating in the country.  

The bill, among other things allows for the appointment of a registrar of NGOs who will be responsible for registering and monitoring all NGOs. 

More than 500 IDPs have sought shelter in Bentiu town after they fled clashes in the UN protection of civilians’ site in Bentiu.

A spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras says clashes broke out between IDPs from Mayandit County in Unity State against other IDPs from Mayom County in Unity state.

He says the clashes turned fierce forcing an estimated 3000 internally displaced persons to flee from the UN protection of civilian’s site. 

Joe Contreras: “We estimate that during the course of Sunday, over 3000 IDPs left the protection site and at least 2500 seem to have gone into Juba escorted by vehicles including military vehicles. Another 1000 were remaining outside the main gate entrance to what we call PoC site 3. We have asked South Sudanese authorities to notify us where they have been taken and to also grant us access to their location.”

Meanwhile, Unity State Information Minister, Peter Makuoth, says some IDPs are seeking shelter in Mangaten in Juba.

He has asked the IDPs being sheltered by the UN to settle their differences in an amicable manner.

Peter Makuoth: “My concern is that people should not try to interpret what happened inside politically. You ran there for your life and then you cannot go there and cause another war inside, because what is the use for you to go there then.  Actually we are really concerned and we hope that people also should develop what we call peace in their mind.”

The U.N. humanitarian coordinator for South Sudan, Toby Lanzer, is calling on warring sides to allow aid groups to resume their work in Unity state without delay.

The call comes amid concerns that an estimated 300,000 people in South Sudan are without emergency relief such as food aid and medical services, after fighting in Unity state forced relief groups to withdraw from the town of Leer.

Toby noted that the violence comes at a time when food stocks are depleted, and at the height of the planting season.

Toby Lanzer: “What we would like to do as the UN and our partners in the NGO sector is we would like to get back into these areas as soon as possible. What we want to do is help the people of this country move forward not in the short term but in the short, medium and the long term, it is really very clear that there needs to be a halt to the fighting, there needs to be reconciliation between the communities and there needs to be peace at the political level.” 

The International Committee of the Red Cross and Doctors without Borders has suspended their operations in Leer County. 
Meanwhile ongoing hostilities in Unity state have now forced all non-governmental organizations and UN Agencies to evacuate staff from Leer and other locations. 

The priorities of the Greater Pibor Administrative area remain infrastructure and the construction of schools.  

One year since the formation of the administrative area, the citizens say they need roads, bridges and educational structures.  

Commissioner Nakore Kelega says more services are needed for the many people who are returning to the area.  

Nakore Kelega: “The priorities are opening the roads like the one by CES initiative, they open a road from Jagor to Desert to Pibor wrongly was put on hold. We want to build schools for students and construct bridges so Citizens live in peace. On the celebration citizens asked the President to upgrade Pibor Administrative Area to a state level. And earlier, the President donated a hospital through National Minister of Health, people are asking for the construction of Nagekak Teaching Hospital.”

The Greater Pibor Administrative Area was pronounced in May 2014, following an agreement between the Cobra faction of David Yau Yau and the National government.   

The Ministry of Environment has slapped a ban on all timber that is illegally harvested.

The ban was announced on Monday, shortly after the National Ministry of environment impounded 40 Lorries carrying tree logs for export.

Deng Deng Hoth Yai, the national Minister of Environment, says any person who wants to cut down trees and export charcoal must seek the approval of the National Ministry of environment.

Deng Deng Hoth Yai: “From today on nobody can just go and cut without the express approval of the ministry of environment, it is still okay for these companies for these companies to apply for permission to cut trees that they have planted so we can grant approval for companies that have planted trees like teak and they want to cut them x number of teak, then those will be permitted, they will cut them, an agreed number and they will export them with the permission of the Ministry.” 

The Minister says the law enforcement agencies have been given the mandate to arrest anybody who defies the order.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A motion has been raised in parliament calling on government institutions to be banned from purchasing V8 vehicles. 

Member of Parliament Zakaria Matur Makuer raised the motion and says public money is being wasted on high powered and luxury vehicles. 

He urged parliament to control government expenditures as the country is facing economic difficulties.

Zakaria Matur Makuer: “We are not running private campaign or industry we are running public institution. Which are supposed to render services to our people? This house can and will not allow the purchase of V8 at the expense of people we represent in this house. Cheaper vehicles must be used by our public institutions. This house must order the executive branch of our government to embark on policy of cutting down expenditure in the public institutions.” 

The motion has been passed and referred   to the committee of economy, public accounts and infrastructure to form recommendations on the matter.

In a related development, the Minister of justice presented the National Revenue Authority and Electricity Bills to the National legislative assembly yesterday. 

The two Bills will be returned to the assembly in their second reading after one week.

In international news; the UN’s top human rights official has defended the organization’s role in a sex abuse scandal that occurred in 2013 in the Central African Republic. 

The United Nations collected testimonies from six boys, some of whom described in detail how they had been sexually abused by French Troops operating in the country.

Human rights High Commissioner Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein says France had authority in the matter but had apparently done nothing about the allegations for many months before a UN investigation was launched.

He says this delay should be properly investigated. 

Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein: “How is it that nobody knew about these abuses between December and May…it is seldom just a case of one soldier, two soldiers, 12 soldiers, 15 soldiers, others would know, they could be non-commissioned officers, they could be junior officers, they could be platoon commanders…how is it that nobody knows.”
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein insisted that the French-led force had been instrumental in preventing further violence between anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka fighters in Central African Republic.

But he says, experience shows that the abuse was likely “only the tip of the iceberg” where the military command is “weak”.
And for the first time in almost ten years, the government of Sudan has allowed an independent UN expert into the country to assess the extent of violence against women. 

Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Rashida Manjoo will arrive in Sudan this week for a 13-day visit. 

She plans to visit refugee camps as well as meeting with local authorities and civil society representatives.

In a statement released to the press before the beginning of her visit on Wednesday, she says the internal conflict that has affected many regions of the country does not justify the level of gender based violence found there. 


Her findings and recommendations will be reported back to the UN Human rights council in August. 


To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Parliament passes NGO Bill 

· More than 500 IDPs seek shelter in Bentiu town following clashes in UN protection of civilians’ site

· Environment Minister bans illegal logging and charcoal exports

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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