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13 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· African Union Commission calls for sanctions against all those undermining quest for peace in South Sudan

· Non-Governmental organizations welcome NGO Bill, call for inclusion in its implementation 
· Authorities in Bor ban traditional dances and wrestling 
The Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Commission says it is important to work towards the implementation of sanctions against all those undermining the quest for peace in South Sudan.  

In a statement released today, Nkozasana Dlamini Zuma, says the AU is expediting the operationalization of an ad hoc committee of Heads of State and government formed to support the peace process.  

The leaders from Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa were appointed last December, to enhance the IGAD mediation efforts.  

IGAD Special Envoys for the peace process Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin told Radio Miraya last month that the leaders, representing the 5 regions of Africa had initiated discussions.  

Non-Governmental Organizations in South Sudan have welcomed the NGO Bill 2015. 
The bill was passed unanimously by the National Parliament yesterday, and is now awaiting the signature of the President before it becomes law.  
The NGOs under the NGO forum says there have been significant improvements made to the legislation since it was first introduced in 2013, but say there are still a few concerns.  
Hossanna Fox, the senior advocacy advisor of the NGO forum says one of the chief concerns is that the bill is too broad and could affect the role of civil society. 

Hossanna Fox: “This bill applies to a very broad range of NGOs and the difficulty of it being overseen by RRC, which is primarily serving a humanitarian function, is that it that it puts civil society organizations under a humanitarian management.  So I think what we have to be aware of, is that for South Sudan we want to a vibrant civil society and the concern is that this bill will be used to reduce and clamp down on civil society rather than to help it thrive”. 

The senior advocacy advisor says is calling on the government to ensure they are involved in the implementation of the bill, once signed into law.  

The UN Mission in South Sudan has confirmed that the three thousand five hundred internally displaced persons who fled the Protection of Civilians site in Juba, are now under government protection.

The IDPs are now camped in the Mangaten area in Juba after the clashes at the site on Sunday. 

The spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier, says the IDPs left voluntarily and the UN does not prevent the IDPs from leaving its premises if they prefer to do so.

Ariane Quentier: “3,500 people left the protection of civilians sites because they came to seek protection, they came because they felt threatened and they probably they feel that they are not threatened outside anymore. They are now under the responsibility and protection of the government and let me remind our listeners that the government is the primary institution responsible for safety and protection of civilians in its own country.” 

One person was killed and about 60 more others injured in the violent disturbances, which also triggered the departure of an estimated 3,500 IDPs from the protection sites.

Authorities of Unity State have visited the Magaten area in Juba to assess the condition of the displaced. 
Unity State information minister, Peter Makouth says the Humanitarian Aid commission has distributed relief items. 
 
Peter Makouth: "There is some aid that arrived from the Humanitarian Aid Office such as tents, some of them set up on the ground as well as food supplies such as flour, lentils, oil, beans and onions were distributed. There is aid also came from South Sudan's dealers including items especially like milk for children. And also some assistance was provided from Mayom County traders ."
 
The US embassy in Juba is calling on the government to allow access for protection workers to inspect alleged human rights abuses in the areas around Mayom and south of Bentiu, Unity State. 

In a statement released to the press, the Embassy says credible reports indicate grave human rights violations may have occurred in Nhialdiu, Wathjak, and Nimni.

The US Embassy says they are also concerned about the ongoing fighting in Unity State that has forced both NGO’s and UN agencies to halt operations, leaving more than 300,000 people without assistance. 

They have renewed their call for the Government and Opposition to silence the guns and to end the suffering of the people of South Sudan immediately.

The UN Human rights office in Geneva says at least 28 towns and villages have been attacked in Unity State during almost two weeks of fighting, with reports of killings, rape, arson and looting.

The renewed clashes continue to make it increasingly difficult for humanitarian organizations to provide lifesaving humanitarian assistance for the thousands affected.  
The medical charity group, Doctors without Borders or MSF, is one of the groups that says the fighting is seriously hampering their work. 
Paul Critchley is the MSF Country Director.
Paul Critchley: “The information we are getting is that the fighting has reached Meyendit, 25km south west of Meyendit and that IDPs are arriving in Leer.  We have not returned our teams to Leer.  We are working 130kms north of Bentiu where we are seeing victims of violence within the IDPs that have started arriving over the last few days.  We are running a hospital inside the Bentiu PoC, we are also running an outpatient clinic when we can at the Bentiu hospital for civilians living within Bentiu town.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Warrap State Legislative Assembly is calling for the immediate release of two MPs who were arrested last Friday by state national security. 

Ariech Mayar Ariech and Amet Kuol, are accused of mobilizing civilians and students to strike against the state government.  

Speaker of the house, Madot Dut Deng says the MPs resolved that their detention is unlawful.  

Dut Deng: "Yes it is true the MPs were arrested the evening of Friday which was the weekend so the Assembly couldn't do anything on Saturday and Sunday but on Monday the Assembly met and the resolved to condemned their brutally arrest of the two MPs and number two the requested the immediate released of the two MPs because their arrest is not a procedures."

In a related development, the Warrap State Assembly has adopted a resolution calling for the dismissal of the commissioner of Twic County. 

Biar Biar Ring is accused of financial malpractice, harassment of chiefs and unauthorized collection of class bulls from Twic communities.  

Biar Ring appeared before the MPs on Monday and denied the accusations. 
Speaker Madot Dut Deng says the MPs were not satisfied with the commissioner's response to the allegations. 

Dut Deng: "The assembly resolved that the commissioner did not reply the questions all the questions he did not reply them and therefore the Assembly resolved that the commissioner be sifted out from his position as a commissioner of Twic County this is going to be communicated to the governor who appoints the commissioners.”
Traditional dances and wrestling have been suspended in Bor, in Jonglei State.  
The ban remains in place for the next two months and authorities are hoping youth especially, will use the time to go to their fields to cultivate.  
There have been no penalties announced for people who disrespect the public order.  
Bor county commissioner Isaac Mamer says the decision to suspend the cultural activities was reached in consultation with communities.

Isaac Mamer: “It is something that was agreed at grassroots level, we involved all the youth leaders. It was something agreed by the community and do we know that this is an agricultural season and we have advised the public to go and cultivate so there will be no wrestling and no dancing for a period of two months.  After the 2 months we are going to talk with the youth leaders, especially the organizers of the wrestling and dancing and we are going to put in place some principle rules to guide the wrestling and dancing, because we have realized most of the youth are engaged in negative activities, so we need to transform and move them from idle youth to productive youth.”
And in regional news, police have fired guns and teargas at protesters in Burundi.  
The police opened fire after the demonstrators in the Capital Bujumbura reportedly threw stones and beat up a policeman in continued protests against President Pierre Nkuruzinza’s bid for a third term in office.  

Eyewitness reports say one woman was shot dead, while two others were killed in a grenade explosion.  

If confirmed, the deaths would take the number killed since demonstrations erupted last month to at least 22, based on an unofficial tally by activists.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· African Union Commission calls for sanctions against all those undermining quest for peace in South Sudan

· Non-Governmental organizations welcome NGO Bill, call for inclusion in its implementation 

· Authorities in Bor ban traditional dances and wrestling 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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