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13 May 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Auditor General cites irregularities in Central Bank accounting documents 

· Army welcomes investigations into reports of human rights abuses in Bentiu. 

· African Union Commission calls for sanctions against spoilers of peace
The auditor General‘s (2011-2012) audit report of the central bank has found some inaccuracies in the Central Bank documents.

The Auditor General, Steven Kiliona Wondu, presented the audit report of the central bank to the National legislative assembly today.
Nelson Lwak has the details

Nelson Lwak: “Presenting the report to Parliament, the auditor General Steven Kiliona Wondu said some documents presented to the auditors by the central Bank were inaccurate. Wondu told parliament that the Central Bank needs technical interventions to effectively manage its accounting systems.”
Steven Kiliona Wondu: “I would like to recommend to this house as a matter of urgency that in addition to governor’s efforts. The Bank needs independent external support in two areas – the Bank requires forensic diagnosis of its management and its accounting system. Number two, honorable members, I would like to recommend that this bank of ours requires technical intervention to sort out and reconcile all the lager accounts up to date. The sooner you do this, the better for us all.” 

Nelson Lwak: “The Speaker of the Assembly Mark Nypouch referred the report to the public accounts committee of Parliament for further analysis. The auditor general’s report will be returned to the assembly within 30 days.”
Nelson Lwak: “In a related development, the national legislative assembly has ratified the international convention on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. The Convention promotes universal respect for and observance of human Rights and fundamental freedom for all without distinction as to race, sex, language and religion. If assented to by the President, South Sudan will join without reservation some 98 other countries that ratified the Convention. I am Lwak Nelson reporting for Radio Miraya news.”

  

The SPLA headquarters in Juba has expressed readiness to co-operate with any investigation into reported human rights violations in Bentiu. 

The UN Human Rights Office in Geneva says at least 28 towns and villages have been attacked in Unity State during almost two weeks of fighting.  

The report also accuses government forces of raping, killing, arson and looting. 
Army spokesperson, Col Philip Aguer says the SPLA law emphasizes respect for civilians and property.

Col. Philip Aguer: “We are ready to do investigation if this organization is ready to go with us to the field, we can cooperate with the team to ease investigation regarding the issues they mentioned in the report. The SPLA law respects the civilian residents and does not permit the burning of villages. That is why we have to check the report.”

The Chairperson of the African Union Commission says it is important to work towards the implementation of sanctions against all those undermining the quest for peace in South Sudan.  

In a statement released today, Nkozasana Dlamini Zuma, says the AU is expediting the operationalization of an ad hoc committee of Heads of State and government formed to support the peace process.  

The leaders from Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa were appointed last December, to enhance the IGAD mediation efforts.  

IGAD Special Envoys for the peace process Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin told Radio Miraya last month that the leaders, representing the five regions of Africa had initiated discussions.  

The South Sudan Red Cross has distributed essential medicines and relief items to displaced persons at the Mangaten area in Juba.  

Up to 3,500 IDPs left the UN protection of civilians site following clashes within the site on Sunday.  

One person was killed and about 60 more others injured in the violent disturbances. 

Red Cross Information Officer Marial Mayoum Rick says the organization is also treating people who were injured in the fighting.  

Mayoum Rick: “We are distributing blankets, mosquito nets, soap, water purification items and cooking utensils. We are targeting 600 families or nearly up to 3600 people. At the moment, we are providing first aid for the wounded. We also saw water pumps in the area but they are not functioning so we will bring a team to the location to rehabilitate these water pumps to avail clean drinking water.”
On Monday the Humanitarian Aid office distributed tents and food supplies such as lentils, flour and cooking oil to the IDPs. 

 Traders from Unity State also contributed milk for the children. 

The UN Mission in South Sudan has confirmed that the 3500 internally displaced persons who fled the Protection of Civilians site in Juba, are now under government protection.

The IDPs are now camped in the Mangaten area in Juba after the clashes at the site on Sunday. 

The spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier, says the IDPs left voluntarily and the UN does not prevent the IDPs from leaving its premises if they prefer to do so.

Ariane Quentier: “3,500 people left the protection of civilians sites because they came to seek protection, they came because they felt threatened and they probably they feel that they are not threatened outside anymore. They are now under the responsibility and protection of the government and let me remind our listeners that the government is the primary institution responsible for safety and protection of civilians in its own country.” 

One person was killed and about 60 more others injured in the violent disturbances, which also triggered the departure of an estimated 3,500 IDPs from the protection sites.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Non-governmental organizations in South Sudan have welcomed the NGO Bill 2015. 

The bill was passed unanimously by the National Parliament yesterday, and is now awaiting the signature of the President before it becomes law.  

The NGOs under the NGO forum says there have been significant improvements made to the legislation since it was first introduced in 2013, but say there are still a few concerns.  

Hossanna Fox, the senior advocacy advisor NGO forum says one of the chief concerns is that the bill is too broad and could affect the role of civil society. 

Hossanna Fox: “This bill applies to a very broad range of NGOs and the difficulty of it being overseen by RRC, which is primarily serving a humanitarian function, is that it that it puts civil society organizations under a humanitarian management.  So I think what we have to be aware of, is that for South Sudan we want to a vibrant civil society and the concern is that this bill will be used to reduce and clamp down on civil society rather than to help it thrive.”
The senior advocacy advisor says is calling on the government to ensure they are involved in the implementation of the bill, once signed into law.  

In regional news, the African Union and UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) has strongly condemned the tensions between the Ma’alia and the Reziegat tribes.

 The armed confrontations have resulted in the death of dozens of fighters from both sides. 

In a press statement UNAMID says it remains concerned about the continued mobilization on both sides despite a temporary stop to the fighting. 

The mission says it continues to exert efforts to mitigate the impact of the conflict on the civilian population in the area.

It adds that it is ready to assist the Sudanese authorities in the ongoing evacuation of more than 50 injured tribesmen from both tribes to Khartoum for treatment.

And elsewhere, hundreds of people have protested in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo after a machete attack by suspected Ugandan rebels in which a local activist said at least six people were killed.
Media reports say that seven other people were wounded with two missing after men with machetes and hatchets attacked a village on Monday evening.

Witnesses said police fired in the air on Tuesday to disperse a crowd protesting in the nearby town of Beni over the lack of security in the volatile region.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Auditor General cites irregularities in Central Bank accounting documents 

· Army welcomes investigations into reports of human rights abuses in Bentiu. 

· African Union Commission calls for sanctions against spoilers of peace

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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