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14 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· G-10 voice commitment to implementing Arusha peace agreement 

· South Sudanese pastors face possible death sentence in Khartoum 
· Mediar International continues operations in Southern Unity 
Leaders of the South Africa’s Africa National Congress Party (ANC) and Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party (CCM) are expected in South Sudan to follow up on the implementation of the Arusha agreement.  

The parties will also travel to Nairobi Kenya, where they will consult with the former political detainees, also known as the G-10.  
The ANC and CCM were guarantors of the Arusha agreement that was signed in February to reunify the party’s 3 factions. 
Details of the planned consultations have not been revealed. 

Pagan Amum, one of the former political detainees spoke to Radio Miraya and said despite the hiccups, the G-10 are committed to implementing the agreement.

Pagan Amum: “We are committed to reuniting the SPLM; we are committed to correcting the mistakes that have been committed by the SPLM leadership. We understand the Vice President of South Africa and the deputy president of ANC and the Secretary General of CCM of Tanzania are coming to meet with the SPLM leaders, the former detainees and they will also proceed to meet with the leadership of the SPLM leadership in Juba to remove the obstacles.”
Acting Secretary General of the SPLM Party Anne Itto has welcomed the G-10’s commitment to the Arusha agreement.  

Addressing a press conference in Juba, Itto said a meeting in South Africa last week of the former detainees, the SPLM and the guarantors was fruitful.  

She says all factions must work towards achieving the goals of the agreement. 

Anne Itto: “That is good but we all have to work for it. Last week the teams from here and I understand the SPLM-I-O did not go, but former detainees were with the SPLM delegation in South Africa, they had a very good meeting and I understand Pagan also called one of the news houses here to actually say this meeting was good and they are all committed to full implementation of the Arusha agreement.”  

Two South Sudanese pastors have been arrested and face a possible death sentence in Khartoum. 

Rev. Ayad Michael of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, was detained in December last year, and reports say his detention is linked to a speech he made allegedly criticizing the government of Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir.  

Relatives of the second pastor, Rev. Peter Yen say he was picked up in January after he presented a paper before the Office of Religious Affairs, questioning the arrest of his colleague.  

Media reports in Sudan say Sudanese security forces have opened a case against the two religious leaders, which carries a maximum death sentence.  

The two were charged in March and are still awaiting trial. 

Human Rights Watch suggests alternative means be used to seek accountability for alleged human rights abuses committed by the warring factions.  

The UN Human Rights office in Geneva reported on Tuesday that government forces have carried out rapes and looting over the past two weeks in Unity State. 

Skye Wheeler, a researcher with Human Rights Watch says a decision by the African Union (AU) to shelve a report on human rights abuses is a setback in seeking accountability. 

Wheeler suggests the International community considers alternative ways of holding those responsible accountable.  

Skye Wheeler: “Human Rights Watch thinks that the UN should now step in and really make some really robust steps forward, perhaps a hybrid court made up of South Sudanese and International lawyers or maybe an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation. If the AU had come up with a clear recommendation or statement that accountability was necessary that those leaders who are responsible for some of the worst crimes need to face accountability for it, I think that would have sent a very important message to those commanders out there now who allowing these crimes to take place.”
Meanwhile the army says it is open to any investigation into the reported human rights abuses in Bentiu. 

SPLA spokesperson, Col Philip Aguer says the army code of conduct emphasizes respect for civilians and property.

Col. Philip Aguer: “We are ready to do investigation if this organization is ready to go with us to the field, we can cooperate with the team to ease investigation regarding the issues they mentioned in the report. The SPLA law respects the civilians residents and do not permit the burning of villages. That is why we have to check the report.”

As renewed violence forces International humanitarian groups out of Southern Unity State, Mediar International is continuing operations in the area.  

The humanitarian aid organization has maintained the presence of its national staff in seven locations.  

Medair Communication Officer, Wendy Van Amerongen says they are providing nutritional supplements and care to children and populations in need.  
Van Amerongen says International staffs have been withdrawn and they are working with reduced staff.  

Van Amerongen: “Yes, our International staff have been withdrawn from that area and of course we are working now with reduced number of staff and we have seven locations that are open. We provide checkups for the malnourished children and the plumpy nuts that they need when they are malnourished. My concern is that the conflict really needs to stop. We really hope that we can return as soon as possible so that we can be there at full capacity so we can reach those people at those remote areas and that we can work in all the area that needs help.”
Medair says they have so far provided emergency nutritional assistance to 14,000 malnourished children in Unity State.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Health Support Organization, a local medical organization is carrying on with operations in Jonglei State, after its staff members were released by SPLA in opposition forces.  

The seven staff members of were detained for 45 days after they accidentally landed in the opposition controlled area.  

Dr. James Okello the Chief Executive Officer of The Health Support Organization says they continue to provide medical and curative services to the populations.  

He explains the circumstances that led to the staff’s detention. 

James Okello: “The seven staff were reinforcement staff to go and assist staff who were on the ground to provide health services to the population and when they were booked they were meant to go to Chot bora of old Pangak, but unfortunately they were flown by UNHAS to Chot Bora of Langachok County and that is when they ended up being arrested, because we had not had any communication with authorities in that county. We have been in operation since 2008 and we will continue to provide services to the population of South Sudan in other areas where we are working and where need is identified by the national ministry of health.”
The Auditor General‘s (2011-2012) audit report of the central bank has found some inaccuracies in the central Bank documents.

The Auditor General, Steven Kiliona Wondu, presented the audit report of the central bank to the National Legislative Assembly today.

The Auditor General advised the central Bank to acquire more technical intervention to effectively manage its accounting systems.

Steven Kiliona Wondu: “I would like to recommend to this house as a matter of urgency that in addition to governor’s efforts, the Bank need independent external support in two areas: the bank requires forensic diagnosis of its management and its accounting system. Number two, honorable members, I would like to recommend that this bank of ours requires technical intervention to sort out and reconcile all the larger accounts up to date. The sooner you do this, the better for us all.” 

The Speaker of the Assembly Mark Nypouch referred the report to the public accounts committee of Parliament for further analysis.

The auditor general’s report will be returned to the assembly within thirty days.

In a related development, the national legislative assembly has ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

If assented to by the President, South Sudan will join without reservation some 98 other countries that ratified the Convention.

In regional news, rival groups of soldiers are fighting each other in Burundi's capital amid confusion over the success of an attempted coup against the president.

Gunfire and explosions were heard near state radio and television overnight.

President Pierre Nkurunziza, who is reported to be in Tanzania, has appealed for calm and said the coup has been foiled. But the coup leaders insist they remain in charge.

The unrest began when Mr. Nkurunziza announced he was seeking a third term.

Opponents say the bid contravenes the constitution. Mr. Nkurunziza came to power in 2005.
And, ordinary people are bearing the brunt of renewed conflict in the East Darfur region of Sudan, according to the UN’s senior representative in Darfur. 

Inter-tribal warfare driven by land ownership disputes has recently broken out again in the vicinity of Abu Karinka and Adila towns.

Two years ago 120,000 local people were forced to flee their homes in this area. 

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan Geert Cappalaere is calling on the government to allow humanitarian access to the area to assist those affected by the conflict.

Geert Cappalaere: “This new conflict is just adding to the already incredible humanitarian suffering that the people of Sudan have been facing for over a decade. It is imperative for the parties to ensure that we, as a humanitarian community, have immediate and unconditional access to the area and that we are able to provide lifesaving but also protection support to the affected population and we need to do that immediately.”  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· G-10 voice commitment to implementing Arusha peace agreement 

· South Sudanese pastors face possible death sentence in Khartoum 

· Mediar International continues operations in Southern Unity 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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