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14 May 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Union of journalists reacts to newly appointed Media authority bodies

· UN Security Council Committee to decide on sanction proposals 
· MPs released after five days in detention 

The Union of Journalists is questioning the makeup of the newly appointed Broadcasting Corporation and Media Authority.  

The 18 members nominated to oversee the functioning of the media, were announced in a Presidential decree read on state television on Wednesday evening.  

Their names were proposed in consultation with the Ministry of Information. 

Oliver Modi, Chairperson of the Union of Journalists in South Sudan says some of the nominees do not appear to be independent.

Oliver Modi: According to what I have seen with this list, it is not going to be independent because you can see there are people form security here and so anything that involves security, we can be censored and we will not be able to work independently as we hope to.  So the model I can sense is that the government is going to establish a statutory media council that is more of government than independent”. 

The names of the Broadcasting Corporation and the Media Authority will be forwarded to the National Legislative Assembly for possible endorsement before they become functional. 

The UN Security Council Committee established to investigate enforcing sanctions on South Sudan has met with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict. 

The special representatives briefed the committee on the latest reports of the recruitment of child soldiers as well as recent reports of sexual violence in the ongoing conflict in southern Unity state. 

The committee is still to decide whether sanctions will be imposed. 

If sanctions are introduced, individuals and entities can be subject to financial and travel sanctions for actions such as the targeting of civilians; acts of violence, rape or other sexual violence; as well as the use or recruitment of children by armed forces.
In a related development, the head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, Ellen Margrethe Loej is due to brief the Security Council today on the ongoing conflict in the country.  

Acting Secretary General of the SPLM Party Anne Itto has welcomed the G-10’s commitment to the Arusha agreement.  

Addressing a press conference in Juba, Itto said a meeting in South Africa last week of the former detainees, the SPLM and the guarantors was fruitful.  

She says all factions must work towards achieving the goals of the agreement. 

Anne Itto: “That is good but we all have to work for it, last week the teams from here and I understand the SPLM-I-O did not go, but former detainees were with the SPLM delegation in South Africa, they had a very good meeting and I understand Pagan also called one of the news houses here to actually say this meeting was good and they are all committed to full implementation of the Arusha agreement.”
Leaders of the South Africa’s Africa National Congress Party – the ANC - and Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party, CCM, are expected in South Sudan, to follow up on the implementation of the Arusha agreement.  

The parties will also travel to Nairobi Kenya, where they will consult with the former political detainees, also known as the G-10.  
Details of the planned consultations have not been revealed. 

Pagan Amum, one of the former political detainees spoke to Radio Miraya and said despite the hiccups, the G-10 are committed to implementing the agreement.
Pagan Amum: “We are committed to reuniting the SPLM, we are committed to correcting the mistakes that have been committed by the SPLM leadership.  We understand the Vice President of South Africa and the deputy president of ANC and the Secretary Gen of CCM of Tanzania are coming to meet with the SPLM leaders, the former detainees and they will also proceed to meet with the leadership of the SPLM leadership in Juba to remove the obstacles.”
Two South Sudanese pastors have been arrested and face a possible death sentence in Khartoum. 

Rev. Ayad Michael of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, was detained in December last year, and reports say his detention is linked to a speech he made allegedly criticizing the government of Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir.  

Relatives of the second pastor, Rev. Peter Yen say he was picked up in January after he presented a paper before the Office of Religious Affairs, questioning the arrest of his colleague.  

Media reports in Sudan say Sudanese security forces have opened a case against the two religious leaders, which carries a maximum death sentence.  

The two were charged in March and are still awaiting trial. 

Two Warrap State Members of Parliament have been released by authorities after five days in detention. 

Ariec Mayar Ariec representing Kuac South and Abuna Amet Amet Kuac who represents Kuac North were arrested on Friday, on orders from the Warrap State Governor Nyandeng Malek Diliec. 

The MPs were accused of inciting violence in Kuajok National Secondary school and mobilizing citizens to strike against state government - charges strongly denied by the two MPs.

Ariec Mayar Ariec says they were treated well and claims the release was due to pressure from the President.

Ariec Mayar Ariec: “We were released by the pressure of the community of Warrap. And then of the community we represent. And the pressure from Warrap state parliament. And the pressure from the national assembly. And the pressure from our president. This is maybe that one forced the governor to abandon his ill intentions to break the law and arrest us. I want to tell them that I will not be intimidated by whatever arrest. I am already sacrificed myself to save the people of Warrap state, I’m not intimidated at all.” 

Acting Governor of Warrap state Akec Tong Aleu ordered their release on the condition that the two MP’s will be monitored closely by security while investigations continue. 

Akec Tong Aleu: “Yes they have been released under the heavy surveillance by the SIB. MP’s is not supposed to be in the middle where there is a problem. Any constitutional post holder from 5 o’clock downward, he should have to respect himself and remain in his own house. Not to move randomly in the area that there is a conflict or in an area that there is a problem. When you’re caught red handed it means you are a part of that problem. So, they are being respected and we are following them strictly. The security can follow everybody, when you are a suspect.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The United Nations Food and Agriculture organization (FAO) is readjusting its humanitarian response in Southern Unity State following renewed fighting.  

FAO had planned to distribute seeds and crop kits for communities cultivate in time for the rainy season.  

Abdul Kerim Bar, FAO head of emergency response says partners distributing seeds have pulled out and communities who fled may not be able to farm if the fighting continues.  

Bar says FAO is considering supplying fishing nets to the displaced communities to enable them catch fish for sustenance as they seek safety.  
Abduk Kerim Bar: “Our approach there was to provide crop vegetable and fishing kits to the beneficiaries. Now the beneficiaries have left. They are displaced and hiding. So the question is does it still make sense to supply crop kits they may not be able to plant crops? So most probably we will have to increase some other types of support such as fishing kids so that they will be to fish and have something to eat while they are hiding.” 

There have been heavy clashes between government and opposition forces in Leer, Guit, Kuc, and Mayendit counties.

Meanwhile as renewed violence forces International humanitarian groups out of Southern Unity State, Mediar International is continuing operations in the area.  

The humanitarian aid organization has maintained the presence of its national staff in 7 locations.  

Medair Communication Officer Wendy Van Amerongen says they are providing nutritional supplements and care to children and populations in need.  
Van Amerongen says International staffs have been withdrawn and they are working with reduced staff.  

Van Amerongen: “Yes, our International staffs have been withdrawn from that area and of course we are working now with reduced number of staff and we have seven locations that are open, we provide checkups for the malnourished children and the plumpy nuts that they need when they are malnourished. My concern is that the conflict really need to stop we really hope that we can return as soon as possible so that we can be there at full capacity so we can reach those people at those remote areas and that we can work in all the area that need help.”
Medair says they have so far provided emergency nutritional assistance to 14-hundred malnourished children in Unity State.  

Business has returned to normal following the killing of a paramount chief by unidentified gunmen in Wau County, Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The Paramount Chief of Wau County, Angelo Bagari was shot dead together with his wife at his home in Bagari Payam by unknown gunmen on Monday morning. 

Elia Kamilo Dimo, Commissioner of Wau County, says civil servants have resumed work and security organs are on high alert as they continue to search for the culprits.

Elia Kamilo Dimo: “I want to say what happened according to us is not within our culture and customs. It is something strange in our community, whatever the difference political or whatsoever, people should be resolved peacefully through means accepted by the law. But the way in which the chief and his wife have been killed – his wife has nothing to do with chiefdom and politics. People will resume their work normally. There is nothing. Security organs are in their positions delegated to secure the citizens, institutions and the whole area.”

The Ministry of Health in Jonglei State is urging medical staff in Twic East County to remain calm as the payment of their salaries is resolved.  

More than 100 medical workers in Twic East County laid down their tools last week over unpaid salaries and a lack of contracts.

The medical workers have since resumed work.

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and now reports,

Chaplain Nemaya: “Regarding the status of their contracts, the State Minister of health, Angok Gordon Kuol says the 100 health workers at the Twic East health center were being paid by CARE International under a contract with the Interchurch Medical Assistance or the IMA World Health Organisation, an international, nonprofit healthcare service organization. Kuol says the medical workers are also demanding to be paid in US dollars and not local currency, on account of the economic crisis.”
Angok Gordon: “When the SSP has dropped drastically, people felt that Ok it is better we are paid our salaries in dollars, so Care is trying actually to say that the staff are not staff of Care it that is not true, these are actually staff of care, and we do not know why care did not give them contracts, our coming in as a ministry of health, we want a smooth services delivery, these are fellow south Sudanese who have their rights, we need to support them to get their rights.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “I managed to catch up with some of the staff who voiced their concerns.”  

Voices of the staff: “We have so many reasons, the first one we have not signed a contract for five months, this is the six month now, the second reason we have not been paid for two months March and as April, I have no ID -they promised that from the month of January that we are going to sign a contract for six months, now this contract is not signed since, number two, according to the meeting that we had with the government and Care in Twic it was agreed that the staff will be paid in dollars, and it would be effective from the month of February, up to date there is no responds-we have not receive our money, I just need my money only, all the contract I need it.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Earlier the commissioner of Twic East County, Dau Akoi Jurukuch told Radio Miraya that the striking staffs called off their action after county authorities convinced them to return to work as their concerns are addressed.”  

Dau Akoi: “The workers took almost seven days not working, according to our meeting, they now want to open the facilities in the entire county and now they are working”

Care International declines to comment, saying the striking staffs belong to the ministry of health. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news.  

Still in Jonglei, the State Legislative Assembly has endorsed amendments to the state transitional constitution, extending the term of office of the Governor and the state assembly. 

The three-year extension from July 2015 to July 2018 is in accordance with amendments approved by the National Legislature in March, to prolong the term of the Presidency and elected leaders, to allow for uninterrupted peace efforts. 

 Jodi Jonglei Boyoris is the State information minister; he explains that the amendments were passed by a majority vote of the house. 

Jonglei Boyoris: “This was passed by two third majority of all members of the assembly it is a law from the government of south Sudan that must apply, so people should look at it professionally because the extension of the office of the governor and Jonglei state legislative assembly must be done.”

In regional news, ordinary people” are bearing the brunt of renewed conflict in the East Darfur region of Sudan according to the UN’s senior representative in Darfur. 

Inter-tribal warfare driven by land ownership disputes has recently broken out again in the vicinity of Abu Karinka and Adila towns. Two years ago 120,000 local people were forced to flee their homes in this area. 

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan Geert Cappalaere is calling on the government to allow humanitarian access to the area to assist those affected by the conflict.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Union of journalists reacts to newly appointed Media authority bodies

· UN Security Council Committee to decide on sanction proposals 

· MPs released after five days in detention 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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