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15 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Permanent representative to the UN makes a fresh plea against sanctions
· Head of UN Mission expresses concern over security situation in the country
· Fishermen shot dead  in Raja County
The permanent representative at the United Nations is asking the United Nations Security Council to reconsider proposals to pursue sanctions against spoilers of peace in South Sudan.  

In an address to the Council on Thursday, Francis Deng acknowledged that the peace process has met challenges, and proposed an agreement on specific actions that would be taken by the government in place of the sanctions. 

Without getting into detail, Ambassador Deng said the agreement would contain benchmarks set by the international community as constructive engagement continues to end the conflict.  

A UN Security Council Committee established to investigate enforcing sanctions on individuals in South Sudan has already started work, and is set to decide whether the restrictions will be imposed. 

Meanwhile the head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan has addressed the UN Security council on current developments in South Sudan. 

Speaking to the Council on Wednesday, Ellen Margrethe Loej told members that she is concerned by the continued deterioration of the security situation in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile States. 
Furthermore, she says an increasing number of reports indicate widespread human rights abuses, including murder, rape and harassment of civilians, as well as the destruction of civilian property and livelihoods.

On the security situation at the UN’s Protection of Civilian sites, Ms. Loej said there has also been an increase in tribal clashes within the sites in the last two months. 

She said the mission conducts regular searches for weapons at all its sites and prohibits entry with fire arms.  

The SRSG was reacting to reports that the Mission had allowed SPLA soldiers to enter the camp in Bentiu with guns. 
Ellen Loej: “Yes we have had problems with SPLA soldiers especially right outside the gates of the camp and we are trying to solve it, so that there is no provocation and instigation of skirmishes between SPLA and IDPs.  Let me also say that ever so often that it the camp especially in Bentiu, women and children who are related to SPLA officers have sought refuge in the camp but we are doing our utmost to make sure that no one enters the camps with weapons, we are doing regular searches in all camps for weapons, machetes, alcohol and illegal substances such as marijuana and so on.”
The SPLM party is preparing to mark SPLA Day, the day that saw the launch of more than 20-year liberation struggle against the Sudan government. 

It was on the 16th of May in 1983 that the SPLA was formed as a movement to liberate the people of Southern Sudan. 

One this 32nd anniversary, the party’s acting secretary General Anne Itto is calling on citizens to use the day to dialogue and honor the lives of the heroes and heroines who gave their lives to the struggle.  

Anne Itto: “In preparation for the May day, I am inviting all South Sudanese to come together, (have a) dialogue, look at where we are not performing well and come up with solutions that will improve the economy, education and health. Together, if the economy, education and health are improved, our own health will improve and that way we will have a better tomorrow for our children and that will be the only way we will honor our heroes and heroines.”

Displaced persons at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu are recounting stories of how they fled their homes following renewed fighting between government and opposition forces.  

The UN site received an extra 3,000 IDPs, mostly women and children, bringing the number of IDPs at the site to more than 52,000.  

We spoke to two women who arrived at the camp and they told us how they escaped the fighting.   

Women IDPs’ Voices 
· “The problem is that our houses were burned down, our cattle were raided and our food was destroyed, there is nothing that we can eat there.”

· “The reason why I come here is that there will be no problem here because when I was in village I faced many problem and I came here for protection. What is good here is that I will sit here and I will not run again because I am not able to run in the bush.”

The Danish Refugee Council is one of the humanitarian organizations on the ground providing assistance.  

The Refugee Council’s camp manager in Bentiu, Bruce Spires, says the majority of the populations are arriving from Rubkona. 

Bruce Spires: “Since beginning in the month we received some displaced populations form around Rubkona County due to ongoing of resumption of the conflict. Since the 4th of May when we first saw that people are coming in from surrounding Payams of Rubkona, we have received over 3000 new arrivals mostly from Badim, Kaljal, Nhialdiu Ngop, Pakur, Walam Wathjak and also from Mayom, Guit and few from Leer and Koch.”   
There have been heavy clashes between government and opposition forces in Leer, Guit, Kuc, and Mayendit counties.

Four fishermen have been killed by unknown gunmen in a forest in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

They were shot dead as they were fishing from a small river in the forest in the Koro area, east of Raja town.  

Raja county commissioner, James Benjamin says a security committee has been sent to the area to investigate the incident and identify who was responsible. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Union of Journalists says it is concerned about the independence of the newly appointed Broadcasting Corporation and Media Authority.  

Eighteen board members were announced in a Presidential decree read on state television on Wednesday evening, to regulate operations of both public and private media.  

The nominees were appointed on recommendation from the Ministry of Information.

The Union’s chairperson Oliver Modi says some of the nominees do not appear to be independent.

Oliver Modi: “According to what I have seen with this list, it is not going to be independent because you can see there are people from security here and so anything that involves security, we can be censored and we will not be able to work independently as we hope to. So the model I can sense is that the government is going to establish a statutory media council that is more of government than independent.”
The proposed chairperson of the Board of the Broadcasting Corporation is Professor William Hai Zaza from the University of Juba, while Kiir Chol Deng a senior advocate has been seconded as the chairperson of the Media authority.  

The boards of both bodies include officers from the National security service, and the ministries of information, cabinet affairs and the Office of the President among other officials. 
The nominees will be forwarded to the National Legislative Assembly for possible endorsement before they become functional. 

Traders and business operators were forced to close their shops in Wau and Jau markets on Thursday after suspected criminals attempted to break in and steal items.  

Acting Western Bahr el-Ghazal State Police Commissioner, Brig. Deng Malual says the suspects include street children who were trying to loot items from shops and market stalls.  

Deng Malual security has been deployed and the situation was brought under control. 

Deng Malual: “The problem that happened in Jau Market was gangs. They threatened people by shooting fire-works to loot the market. That is why they did this thing to scare people. People were frightened, closed the market and ran. So it is the fear that led people to close down Wau Market. I see that the situation has returned to normal. Let everybody come back to their respective places, open their shops and sell their commodities. Our forces are now inside Jau market patrolling. If we find these children we will take them away.”
In health, the World Health Organization in its latest report on global health says they are on course to beat HIV, malaria and tuberculosis.

However, the organization says the number of women dying in childbirth remains "unacceptable" in many countries. 

The annual report compares the health statistics for 194 countries; however data for South Sudan is not included. 

WHO's Dr. Ties Boerna says while there are improvements in both developed and under-developed countries, there is still much progress to be made. 

Dr. Tiers Boerna: "It's been incredible progress over the past 25 years, particularly in the fight against the epidemics of HIV, TB and malaria, also increases in safe drinking water…overall a lot of progress, but I think it's crystal clear to everybody that there's a huge agenda that still needs to be addressed."

In Burundi, three generals have been arrested for their role in this week’s attempted coup in the country.  

The three arrested by government soldiers on Friday include a police general and two army generals, including the country’s former Defence Minister. 

The leader of the bid to overthrow President Pierre Nkurunziza is however still on the run. 
President Nkurunziza has returned from a security meeting in Tanzania and is expected to address the nation sometime today. 

More than 20 people have died and tens of thousands have fled to neighbouring states since the unrest began.

And, further measures are needed to combat the proliferation of illicit weapons around the world, according to the UN Secretary-General.

Ban Ki-moon was speaking at a Security Council debate on small arms and light weapons. The UN estimates that more than 50,000 men, women and children are killed each year as a direct consequence of these weapons.

He says the global Arms Trade Treaty is critical to removing the tools for armed conflict.

Ban Ki-moon: “The causes of conflict are complex. However, weapons and ammunition – and their storage facilities – are physical commodities.  Guns can be licensed, marked, or confiscated; ammunition can be tracked, removed, or destroyed; and depots can be guarded, cleared, or secured.”
The UN Chief also told members of the Security Council that the global community needs to ensure that the use of weapons and ammunition by national security forces conforms with commitments under global treaties.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Permanent representative to the UN makes a fresh plea against sanctions

· Head of UN Mission expresses concern over security situation in the country

· Fishermen shot dead  in Raja County

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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