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15 May 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Police investigate death of South Sudanese refugee in Uganda  

· IGAD mediators decry restrictions on movement of monitors in Unity State

· Farming to be made mandatory for civil servants in Eastern Equatoria 
Police in Uganda is investigating the death of a South Sudanese refugee who died in their custody.  

Obedmot Mark was arrested last Friday after a domestic misunderstanding with his wife, and was detained by Police at the Kiryandongo refugee camp. 

The chairperson of the Kiryandongo refugee settlement, Anthony Oboma explains the circumstances surrounding his death.  

Anthony Oboma: “When we went to see the disease in the postmortem, we have seen a lot of damages. We have seen a lot of damages. We saw fresh blood, the person was bleeding fresh blood from the month and from the nose and we suspecting as really they tempered also with the hand, the arm really got broken that is what we saw.”

Obedmot was buried on Wednesday at his home in Pajok village of Magwi County in Eastern Equatoria State. 

Relatives of the diseased have accused police of torturing their son to death. The Kiranyandongo District Police commander Patrick Byaruhanga denies this and suspects Obedmot died from an illness.  

Patrick Byaruhanga: “We are professional enough. We don’t torture anybody and we did not beat anybody and we shall never do it. He died of his owned sickness so the postmortem result has indicated very clear. The interview has become very long. I have explained to you that the postmortem report on Friday let them come and see it. There is nothing to worry about really for us we are very professional and don’t torture anybody.”

Kiryandongo refugee settlement located in South Western Uganda hosts thousands of refugees mainly from South Sudan and Kenya. 
The camp chairman says in 2002, two youth were shot and killed by suspected police in the same camp.

IGAD mediators say government forces have been restricting their movement in conflict affected Unity State. 

In a statement released to the press today, they claim since the recent escalation of the conflict in the state, any movement of their monitoring teams beyond the Rubkona airfield has been blocked by government forces.  

They say repeated verbal and written requests to the Director of Operations of SPLA in Juba, the Commander of SPLA 4th Division and the Deputy Governor of Unity State to lift the restrictions remain unanswered.

The organization says the ongoing conflict and the restriction of conflict monitoring teams is a clear and significant violation of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 

Still in Unity, displaced Persons at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu are recounting stories of how they fled their homes following the renewed fighting between government and opposition forces.  

The UN site received an extra 3,000 IDPs, mostly women and children, bringing the number of IDPs at the site to more than 52,000.  

We spoke to two women who arrived at the camp and they told us how they escaped the fighting.   

Women IDPs’ Voices 

· “The problem is that our houses were burned down, our cattle were raided and our food was destroyed, there is nothing that we can eat there.”

· “The reason why I come here is that there will be no problem here because when I was in village I faced many problem and I came here for protection. What is good here is that I will sit here and I will not run again because I am not able to run in the bush.”

The Danish Refugee Council is one of the humanitarian organizations on the ground providing assistance.  

The Refugee Council’s camp manager in Bentiu, Bruce Spires, says the majority of the populations are arriving from Rubkona. 

Bruce Spires: “Since beginning in the month we received some displaced populations form around Rubkona County due to ongoing of resumption of the conflict. Since the 4th of May when we first saw that people are coming in from surrounding Payams of Rubkona, we have received over 3000 new arrivals mostly from Badim, Kaljal, Nhialdiu Ngop, Pakur, Walam Wathjak and also from Mayom, Guit and few from Leer and Koch.”   

The head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan says a comprehensive peace deal is needed in South Sudan before the causes of other conflicts can be addressed.  

Addressing the UN Security Council on Thursday, Ellen Margrethe Loej told members she is concerned by the continued deterioration of the security situation in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile States. 

Furthermore, she says an increasing number of reports indicate widespread human rights abuses, including murder, rape and harassment of civilians, as well as the destruction of civilian property and livelihoods.

SRSG Loej says it is important a peace agreement is signed as soon as possible so that the humanitarian community can work towards solving other challenges in the country. 

Ellen Margrethe Loej: “We should have a peace agreement rather yesterday than today. Once we have a peace agreement we can focus our efforts on addressing many of the other conflicts in South Sudan, because there are many other inter-communal conflicts and I tried in my statement to the Council to talk about what’s going on in Lakes. The conflict in Lakes has absolutely nothing to do with the disagreement between Kiir and Machar. But as long as we don’t have that agreement, theirs not focus on all the other challenges that need to be addressed.” 

Meanwhile the permanent representative at the United Nations is asking the United Nations Security Council to reconsider proposals to pursue sanctions against spoilers of peace in South Sudan.  

In an address to the Council on Thursday, Francis Deng acknowledged that the peace process has met challenges, and proposed an agreement on specific actions that would be taken by the government in place of the sanctions. 

Without getting into detail, Ambassador Deng said the agreement would contain benchmarks set by the international community as constructive engagement continues to end the conflict.  

A UN Security Council Committee established to investigate enforcing sanctions on individuals in South Sudan has already started work, and is set to decide whether the restrictions will be imposed. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Governor of Eastern Equatoria State, Louis Lobong Lojore, says his government is introducing mandatory farming for all civil servants and public officials. 

This, he says, is part of his government’s efforts to boost food production to cushion the impact of inflation and the rising cost of living in the country.

Speaking to the media in the state capital Torit, Lobong said the government would give support to farmers’ groups and cooperatives to enable them produce food for the state. 

He said the state government had designated Friday as cultivation day. He said civil servants and other public officials who do not own a farm land would be penalised.

The United Nations World Food Programme, the WFP, has received a contribution of more than 13 million US dollars from the European Union for life saving assistance for people affected by the conflict.  

The funds include 10.6 million dollars to be used to buy food for communities in Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity State as well as IDPs in Protection of Civilian sites and areas hosting large numbers of internally displaced people. 

The remaining 3.1 million will be used to coordinate and move relief supplies to the communities in need.  

The funds will be used to purchase sorghum, salt and specialized nutritional supplements to help prevent and treat malnutrition in children.

Four fishermen have been killed by unknown gunmen in a forest in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

They were shot dead as they were fishing from a small river in the forest in the Koro area, east of Raja town.  

Raja county commissioner, James Benjamin says a security committee has been sent to the area to investigate the incident and identify who was responsible. 

In health, the World Health Organization in its latest report on global health says they are on course to beat HIV, malaria and tuberculosis.

However, the organization says the number of women dying in childbirth remains "unacceptable" in many countries. 

The annual report compares the health statistics for 194 countries; however data for South Sudan is not included. 

WHO's Dr. Ties Boerna says while there are improvements in both developed and under-developed countries, there is still much progress to be made. 

Dr. Tiers Boerna: "It's been incredible progress over the past 25 years, particularly in the fight against the epidemics of HIV, TB and malaria, also increases in safe drinking water…overall a lot of progress, but I think it's crystal clear to everybody that there's a huge agenda that still needs to be addressed."

In Burundi, the UN Secretary-General has warned that anyone responsible for ordering or committing human rights violations in Burundi will be held accountable.

Three generals have been arrested for their role in Thursday’s attempted coup in the Country.  

The three arrested by government soldiers on Friday include a Police general and two army generals, including the country’s former Defence Minister. 

The leader of the bid to overthrow President Pierre Nkurunziza is however still on the run. 
Mathias Gillmann is Associate Spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General.

Mathias Gillmann: “He urges all political and security leaders to clearly and openly reject the use of violence, refrain from acts of revenge, and rein in their militants.  He stresses that anyone responsible for ordering or committing human rights violations will be held accountable.”

President Pierre Nkurunziza has returned from a security meeting in Tanzania and is expected to make an address to the nation today.
More than 100,000 citizens have fled the country since unrest was sparked last month when the President announced he would stand for a third term in office. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Police investigate death of South Sudanese refugee in Uganda  

· IGAD mediators decry restrictions on movement of monitors in Unity State

· Farming to be made mandatory for civil servants in Eastern Equatoria 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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