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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· SPLA confirms defection of Maj. General Johnson Olony as army and opposition forces clash in Malakal 

· Ministry of Health searches for funding to buy medicines  

· Local recycling organization reaps big from unwanted plastics 

The situation in Malakal remains insecure and tense, following heavy weekend fighting between government and opposition forces.  

The fighting started Friday and went on through the weekend.  

The SPLA confirms that Maj. General Johnson Olony defected to the opposition and has been fighting the army alongside opposition forces.  

Upper Nile Information Minister Peter Hoth Tuach says Olony was part of the group that attacked army positions in Malakal. He says another group of rebels was repulsed by the SPLA in the Dolieb Hills. 

Hoth Tuach Olony: “This force which was repulsed by SPLA forces came from Fangak was led by Gen. Gabriel. The force which attacked Malakal town is a combined force of SPLA rebels and Jonson Olony forces.  Johnson Olony has been fighting the government secretly since July 2014, but it was not declared officially by the government. We know that Johnson has not been with us since July 2014, because of the activities he has been doing since July 2014.”

The Information Minister says the fighting has taken a toll on the civilian population.  

Peter Hoth Tuach says most civilians have fled to the UN Protection of Civilian site and the government is operating outside Malakal. 

Hoth Tuach: “Malakal has become a contested area. The government is operating outside Malakal town. Most of the civilians fled to the UNMISS PoC site.  This war is very bad, it has affected the ordinary civilians – this is our concern.  But according to my information, the SPLA are maintaining their positions but what I learnt is that the rebels are also on the other side in the city.”
The UN Security Council has released a statement once again condemning the repeated violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement.  

The members of the Security Council expressed concern about the reemergence of fighting in Unity and Upper Nile states and reiterated their willingness to impose sanctions against those who threaten the peace, security, or stability of South Sudan. 

The Council noted human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law, and said those responsible must be held accountable. They also emphasized that the government bears the primary responsibility of protecting civilians within its territory. 

The statement was released following a briefing last week by Special Representative of the Secretary-General Ellen Margrethe Løj. 

With relative calm returning to parts of Jonglei, more people have started returning to their homes.  

Authorities say the people are going back voluntarily, ready to get back to their normal lives.

Radio Miraya’s reporter Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and now reports.

Chaplain Nemaya: “Many of the people returning had fled to the Equatoria region. Bor and Twic East counties saw the biggest outflow. In Bor, the Relief and rehabilitation Commission says more than 150,000 people have returned to Bor County since January this year and are currently residing within the County. The County coordinator for the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, James Jok says food is being given to the returnees, but it is hardly enough.  Jok says international non-governmental organizations will meet early this week to discuss ways of addressing the challenges of humanitarian support.”

James Jok: “One of the challenges is food security situation, UNOCHA is going to arrange for us, we are going to discuss on IDPs those who do not belong to Bor and they are currently residing in Bor, we are going to discuss on how best we shall support them, the other one is we are going to discuss about IDPs who are returning from Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria, they are returning and they do not have some documents that show this person is returning from there.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Meanwhile in Twic East County, the total number of people returning is estimated to be more than thirty seven thousand; the bulk of whom fled fighting in Duk County in 2013. Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurukuch says he has already met with the international NGOs to discuss humanitarian assistance. He says the UN World Food Programme has started distributing food.”   

Dau Akoi: “We have almost more than thirteen NGOs, we have been discussing a number of issues food that is going to be distributed is a very less food, the IDPs in Twic East from Duk are thirty seven thousand, these are people who receive the food from World Food Programme.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “Authorities say people are also returning to the other counties of Duk and Ayod, but poor roads and occasional insecurity is making it difficult to deliver the much needed assistance.  I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news.”  

Up to 3,500 Sudanese refugees have been relocated from flood prone areas in Jamam transit site to Doro camp in Maban County of Upper Nile state. 

UN Refugee agency UNHCR moved the refugees before seasonal rains render roads muddy and impassable. 

Doro camp is home to more than 50,000 Sudanese refugees who fled fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces and rebels of the SPLM-North in Blue Nile State.  

Rocco Nuri, UNHCR Public Information Communications Officer, says the refugees have been allocated land to set up their shelters.  

Rocco Nuri: “As part of the relocation, some 600 families received also transitional shelter and a big plot of land.  Adding to this, Doro camp is the second largest refugee camp in South Sudan with a population of some 50,000 people and it is second only to Yida camp in Unity State.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The National Ministry of Health is preparing a three-month budget for the supply of essential drugs.  

There are concerns that the country will run out of essential medicines such as antibiotics and pain killers, once the current Emergency Medical Fund runs out in October. 

Dr. Moses Deng Malual, the Director General for Pharmaceutical and Medical supply says the ministry is meeting with donors and partners to secure more funding.

Dr. Moses Deng Malual: “We are now sitting together discussing these issues, the way forwarding after EMF ending. And as I mentioned that after EMF we have the government supplies that will take us for three months. And then hopefully now we are sitting with donors discussing all these issues and is ongoing process we are working together to ensure that the country is not running out of supplies. The government and donors are always working together to ensure that the country does not run out supplies and that is what is going now between government and donors.”

The Director General says the government currently has supplies to last the country for the next three months.  

The government has identified 1400 health facilities to supply with medicines once they have been secured.
Celebrations to mark SPLA day have been held in Western Bahr el-Ghazal, with a call on citizens to have trust in their government.  

The people commemorated the day with a parade and speeches in the state capital Wau.  State Governor, Rizik Zakaria Hassan called for the confidence of the population. 

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “South Sudanese should not lose hope that we struggle and have our country and SPLM wants to spoil the country – no! If we are following the incidents at the level of South Sudan, in Unity state and Jonglei, the situation is going on well. Maybe the rebels are in the corner and this is due to the able leadership of our army and good policy of our party. We celebrate SPLA today and our state is considered one of the stable states.”
The Governor also urged security organs to diligently protect the State’s borders, citing recent incidences of insecurity.  

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “A convoy of the commissioner from Sopo to Raja was attacked and we lost dear ones – 13 people. We know that fishermen were shot in the area of Sopo. We know that before four days, we have people tortured in the area of Kuru, four people were killed, and we know that a chief was killed. What is happening I tell you are elements of rebellion. I assure you and all the citizens of WBG that what happens at the level of Western Bahr El Ghazal … we will clear all the forest. There will be no more rebels. Those who are creating trouble are outside and have sources inside cooperating with them, providing them with sugar and medicine. We want you to support us. Any fugitive doing bad work in one way or another we will collect them”..
May 16th is commemorated as SPLA Day, the day that saw the launch of more than 20 year liberation struggle against the Sudan government. National celebrations have been postponed to July.

A local community based organization is reaping big from the plastic bottles littering the streets.

The environmental Rehabilitation Program in Juba collects, recycles and exports the plastics to markets as far as China. The organization started operations in 2013 and has sold as much as 18 tons of recycled plastic waste abroad.  

Evan Mutugi, the program manager says their project protects the environment and also puts food on their table.  Mutugi says they crush up to 1 ton of plastics a day, which is an equivalent of 50,000 bottles.  He explains their operations.  

Evan Mutugi: “For us we are just doing the first stage of recycling. We just collect the plastic then we crash it into small particles and it is then exported outside. There are companies which are very advanced in China which are using the plastic to make t-shirts. The plastic is being used actually in garments like football t-shirts. Three quarters of them have polymers and polymers are the ones coming from the recycle plastics. With the scarcity of dollars, many at times we are using South Sudanese Pounds in purchasing all that and the good thing is that we are enjoying up to date. SSBL has given us the majority part of our support, SSBL has hosted us free of charge, he has given us power and it has given us power and has given us diesel for our generator which we are using.”
The recycling project is also benefitting the local communities.  More than 60 women who collect and supply the bottles are paid a weekly wage.  We spoke to some of the women who said the project has improved their lives.  

Vox pops
· “For sure the work of the bottles has helped me, especially me I have orphans that I am looking after, the other one was left with me when 6 month old, so I am looking after them the money I get from bottles helps me to pay school fees for my two boys.”
· “This kind of sack this two of mine will bring me 75 SSP. If I fill four of them, it will bring me 100 SSP. This is what happened.”
· “This work has changed me from becoming a beggar. It has changed me from where I would be doing nothing at home, so the work has helped us so much, since I started working here, we will work and the collected bottles will be bought and the money is brought to us, and help me. Like me I have a child in school and this money is paying my child in school.”
The project has started in Juba and hopes to expand to the other states.  

And in regional news, Burundi President Pierre Nkurunziza on Sunday made his first public appearance in the capital Bujumbura since an attempted coup last week failed to oust him from power.

President Nkuruzinza did not address the crisis in his country but said he was "very preoccupied" monitoring a threat posed by al-Shabaab Islamist militants from Somalia.

Burundi is one of the countries that contribute forces to an African Union peacekeeping mission battling the al Shabaab in Somalia.

The country was plunged into crisis after President Nkurunziza said he was seeking a third term of office in elections due next month. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLA confirms defection of Maj. General Johnson Olony as army and opposition forces clash in Malakal 

· Ministry of Health searches for funding to buy medicines  

· Local recycling organization reaps big from unwanted plastics 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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