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18 May 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo
The Headlines:
· Parliament directs for investigation into Letters of Credit 
· WFP establishes task force to look into ways of supporting local population during current economic crisis
· Heavy rain destroys hundreds of homes in Twic East, Jonglei State  
The National Legislative Assembly has directed for an investigation into the issuance of Letters of Credit.  

This came after MP Moses Bedal, representing a constituency in Yei, raised an urgent motion saying the letters of credit have not addressed the shortages in the markets as anticipated.  

The legislators are concerned that the letters end up in the black market, resulting in a hike in prices and a further devaluation of the local currency. 

Parliament’s committees of economic, public accounts, commerce and security have been tasked with reviewing the system and reporting back to the house in 5 days.  Chief Whip, Tulio Odongi Ayaho describes the economic crisis in the country as an “economic war”.

Tulio Odongi Ayaho: “We have reached a situation of economic war fare. There is an economic war being fought. If we under estimate it, we are agitating the people. The people are already dissatisfied of the raising price all over simply because there are agencies planted to destroy this nation and we are not going to allow it.”

The leader of the Minority in the Parliament Onyoti Adigo attributes the current economic crisis to what he calls a failure by the government to provide effective guidance.

Onyoti Adigo: “The whole issue is the failure of the central bank because they are lacking regulation guiding the hard currencies also the ministry of commerce and trade is lucking regulation controlling the market itself so they go the market seeing the thing and they don’t take action. What do we need here – I think if you need really to save this country you have to start with the Central Bank that there is a need to make a motion that the governor should go away so that there is a new man that will direct us properly.”

Letters of Credit are slips issued by the National government allowing traders to purchase dollars from commercial banks.

The UN Mission says the situation in Malakal is stable but remains fluid following heavy weekend fighting between government and opposition forces over the weekend.  

The mission says it is very concerned after an attack was launched by opposition forces against the town on Friday, and condemns the action as a violation of the cessation of hostility agreement. 

By late afternoon today, the situation in Malakal town was reported calm, with limited patrols by UN peace keepers.  

The mission says a very small number of civilians have made their way to the Protection of Civilian site, although exact numbers are yet to be established. 

UNMISS says it was informed that an attack helicopter reportedly crashed in Kodok, while the government has confirmed that one of their helicopters had been downed. 
UNMISS has not been to the site of the accident

Meanwhile, the UN Security Council has in the meantime released a statement once again condemning the repeated violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement.  

The members of the Security Council expressed concern about the reemergence of fighting in Unity and Upper Nile states and reiterated their willingness to impose sanctions against those who threaten the peace, security, or stability of South Sudan. 

The Council noted human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law, and said those responsible must be held accountable. 

They also emphasized that the government bears the primary responsibility of protecting civilians within its territory. 

The statement was released following a briefing last week by Special Representative of the Secretary-General Ellen Margrethe Løj. 

The World Food Programme is establishing a task force to look into ways of supporting the local population in light of the current economic crisis.  

Eddie Rowe, Deputy WFP Country Director, says the task force will provide expertise and guidance on how best to support communities who do not have access to food in markets. 

 Rowe made the comments in Wau, where he had gone to assess the progress of the WFP ‘food for education programme’ where food agency provides food to schools across the state in a bid to boost nutrition levels and encourage education.  

Eddie Rowe: “We are very much concerned. It is not just Wau, perhaps all the urban towns in South Sudan are at a situation where we might just have an economic collapse, which would mean the urban population that depends on markets, would not have purchasing power to even buy basic commodities, basic items for the household. Now WFP is not so involved in urban intervention, however we do have expertise and as I speak to you we have established a task force in Juba to look into how we can strategize in worst case scenario should this economy collapse how do we support”.

Hundreds of families have been left homeless after a rainstorm destroyed at least 200 houses and one primary school in Twic East County of Jonglei State.

County authorities say the victims whose houses were destroyed are sheltering with their neighbours.  

Twic East County commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurukuch says a meeting will be held with humanitarian organizations today to find ways of assisting those affected.  Jurukuch says the storm affected all five payams in Twic East.  

Dau Akoi: “There was rain that affected five payams of the county-on the buildings and one of the school in Kongor payam, so the number they gave is almost two hundred buildings that were knocked down, so this morning we planned to have meeting, we are going to meet with the NGOs and we are going to see how they will respond.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Thieves have broken into a church in Wau.  The robbers destroyed the locks to the doors of St. Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday night as they apparently searched for money and valuable items. 

Father Natale Emilio Gurcho, a Parish Priest in the church says the thieves appeared to have been looking for the Sunday collections which had already been removed from the church.  Father Gurcho

He says Police has launched an investigation into the incident.  He explains what happened   


Father Emilio Gurcho: “We found that the lock of the door was broken, in the sacristy a place where priest dress up for prayers, everything was disorganized.  Dresses for prayers and candles were scattered. In the other room of altar servants, all the cupboards were opened. A padlock for the upstairs door was also broken.  Up to now nothing is taken, their aim was money or something, but they broke things and disorganized things inside the church.”
Still in Wau, the governor of Western Bahr El Ghazal Rizik Zakaria Hassan has call on citizens to have trust in their government.  

Speaking at an event in Wau governor Zakaria called for the confidence of the population. 

He also urged security organs to diligently protect the State’s borders, citing recent incidences of insecurity.  

Rizik Zakaria: “Convoy of the commissioner from Sopo to Raja was attacked and we lost dear ones, thirteen people, we know that fishermen were shot in the area of Sopo, we know that before four days we have people tortured in the area of Kuru, four people were killed, and we know that a chief was killed. What is happening I tell you are elements of rebellion. I assure you and all the citizens of Western Bahr El Ghazal that what happens at the level of WBG we will clear all the forest, there will be no more rebels. Those who are creating trouble outside have sources inside cooperating with them, providing them with sugar and medicine, we want you to support us, any fugitive doing bad work in one way or another we will collect them.”
The National Ministry of Health is preparing a three- month budget for the supply of essential drugs.  

There are concerns that the country will run out of essential medicines such as antibiotics and pain killers, once the current Emergency Medical Fund runs out in October. 

Dr. Moses Deng Malual, the Director General for Pharmaceutical and Medical supply says the ministry is meeting with donors and partners to secure more funding.

Dr. Moses Deng Malual: “We are now sitting together discussing these issues, the way forwarding after EMF ending. And as I mentioned that after EMF we have the government supplies that will take us for three months. And then hopefully now we are sitting with donors discussing all these issues and is ongoing process we are working together to ensure that the country is not running out of supplies. The government and donors are always working together to ensure that the country does not run out supplies and that is what is going now between government and donors”

The Director General says the government currently has supplies to last the country for the next three months.  

The government has identified 1400 hundred health facilities to supply with medicines once they have been secured.
And in regional news, Nigeria's army says it has cleared 10 more camps used by Boko Haram militants in the north-east of the country.

Media reports say there was a fierce battle around Dure camp, which a statement describes as one of the most "prominent" hideouts for the militants.

Boko Haram has not yet commented on the army statement and there has been no independent confirmation.

The army has recaptured most of the territory the militants had seized but they remain active.

Thousands have been killed, mostly in north-eastern Nigeria, in attacks carried out by Boko Haram since 2009.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Parliament directs for investigation into Letters of Credit 

· WFP establishes task force to look into ways of supporting local population during current economic crisis

· Heavy rain destroys hundreds of homes in Twic East, Jonglei State  

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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