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19 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· SPLA vows to regain full control of Malakal town 
· Economic analysts suggests foreign accounts as a remedy to the economic crisis 
· Environment ministry faces difficulties in implementing ban on public smoking 
The army says it has been involved in reconciliatory efforts with Maj Gen. Johnson Olony since reports surfaced that he was allying with the opposition.  

Aguer says the army’s decision to take a reconciliatory approach was in the interest of peace.

The army spokesperson says Olony, who has now defected to the SPLA in the opposition, is engaged in heavy battle with the army in Malakal town.  

Aguer says the SPLA is determined to retake control of the town.  

Col. Aguer: “The situation in Malakal is still tense and fighting will continue for the SPLA to regain full control of Malakal town. Actually, Johnson Olony started coordination with Riek Machar in Khartoum since March, and we have played it down and the command of the army has played a reconciliatory approach to convince Johnson Olony to come back to the process of building a nation.”
Aguer has also commented on reports that an SPLA helicopter was brought down by the opposition forces in Kodok.

Col. Aguer: “This is propaganda that is not well fabricated. That helicopter that is being shown on the website is a helicopter that crashed in Mt Kenya on the 13th of August 2012, it has nothing to do with operations in Malakal, but the rebels thought that they were intelligent and they would deceive the world that they had shot down a helicopter. They went and cut and pasted that helicopter with white people inside. What were the white people doing in Malakal? That is rubbish and we are sure that there was no helicopter shot down in Malakal.”

We also caught up with James Gadet, spokesperson of the SPLA in opposition.  Gadet says the attack in Malakal was in response to an attack by the SPLA on forces of Maj Gen Johnson Olony.  

James Gadet: “We did not initiate it, we were responding to attacks by the government forces.  I think this came out of frustration when the government finally understood that it was failing to convince Gen. Olony to come to Juba to do whatever with him, and they decided to attack him and then we decided to reinforce with him and fight back the government.  So yes it is a violation and the government is to be blamed.”
The UN Mission, UNMIS, says it is very concerned by the fighting and condemns the action as a violation of the cessation of hostility agreement. 

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says a very small number of civilians have made their way to the Protection of Civilian site, although exact numbers are yet to be established.

Ariane Quentier: “UNMISS as usual has its gates open for people who are fleeing the violence because they feel under imminent threat.  Only a few people made their way to the PoC site of UNMISS over the past three days despite the recent fighting. I will not get into the figures, because they are under review, but we are around about 30,000 civilians in the camp. That said, this is renewed fighting to a certain extent and there has been renewed fighting in Upper Nile since the beginning of April and since the beginning of April some 8,000 civilians have made their way to the PoC site at UNNMISS to be protected by UNMISS.”
The National Legislative Assembly has directed for an investigation into the issuing of Letters of Credit.  

This came after MP Moses Bedal, representing a constituency in Yei, raised an urgent motion saying the Letters of Credit have not addressed the shortages in the markets as anticipated.  

The legislators are concerned that the letters end up in the black market, resulting in a hike in prices and a further devaluation of the local currency. 

Parliament’s five committees of economy, public accounts, commerce, physical infrastructure and security have been tasked with reviewing the system and reporting back to the house in five days. Chief Whip, Tulio Odongi Ayaho, describes the economic crisis in the country as an “economic war”.

Tulio Odongi Ayaho: “We have reached a situation of economic war fare. There is an economic war being fought. If we under estimate it, we are agitating the people. The people are already dissatisfied of the raising prices all over simply because there are agencies planted to destroy this nation and we are not going to allow it.”

The leader of the Minority in Parliament Onyoti Adigo attributes the current crisis to what he calls a failure by the government to provide effective guidance.

Onyoti Adigo: “The whole issue is the failure of the Central Bank because they are lacking regulation guiding the hard currencies. Also the Ministry of Commerce and Trade is lacking regulation controlling the market itself so they go the market seeing the thing and they don’t take action. What do we need here I think is, if you need really to save this country you have to start with the Central Bank. There is a need to make a motion that the governor should go away, so that there is a new man that will direct us properly.”

Letters of Credit are slips issued by the National government allowing traders to purchase dollars from commercial banks.

Meanwhile, an economic analyst is suggesting the government urgently considers creating an account in a foreign country to ease the economic crisis.  

Kenyi Spencer says the foreign account would be run by exports of a product that would be sold to that particular country. He explains that keeping revenue out of the country in foreign earnings would cushion the economy from the free fall of the local currency against the US dollar. 
Kenyi Spencer: “What South Sudan could do and this is the simplest, is to get an export earning which Uganda likes so much. We sell that thing to Uganda, Uganda creates a special account for us, so that any expenditures that we have in Uganda they can use that account – this is one way. We don’t need to sell and get the money into the country. We can just get an item, sell it to a country which is targeted i.e. Uganda or Kenya and we open a special account there to help us in financial trading so that at least our business can go on and our importers can import whatever using the account in that special arrangement”. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 
The World Food Programme has distributed much needed food assistance to displaced communities in Unity State. 

Hundreds of people fled their homes after renewed clashes between government and opposition forces in Southern Unity last week. 

WFP Head in Unity State, Francis Sarpong, says the food agency is providing food to over 3,000 people who have been displaced from villages in Rubkona and Guit Counties.  
Sarpong says the assistance targets IDPs who are seeking safety within Bentiu town outside the UN Protection of Civilian site. 

Francis Sarpong: “In Bentiu Town we are targeting close to 3000 IDPS who have come from various locations from Guit and Nhialdiu. It is so important because they have walked several miles to seek refuge in Bentiu town. What WFP and other partners are doing is to reach out to these IDPS so that they can actually get their require food assistance.”

The Minister of Environment says implementation of a ministerial order banning smoking in public has proven difficult. 

The ban on public smoking was announced in October last year, as a measure to reduce dangers of second hand smoking. 

Violating the order is considered a criminal offence and the perpetrators are liable to a fine of up to 500 South Sudanese Pounds. 

Environment Minister Deng Deng Hoc says although some hotels and restaurants in Juba have applied the directives, the ban is still taken lightly.

Deng Deng Hoc: “So there is an issue about orders and the status of ministerial orders.  Maybe if it was an act of Parliament, the situation would have been different. The issue of implementation is always problematic even if it is a law passed by Parliament, there are people who will violate the law.  Of course that doesn’t mean if people are violating the law, people should stop implementing the law. Those who are responsible for implementing the law will still go ahead and implement that law and that is what we intend to do.” 

Authorities in Lakes State have denied reports that more than 1000 administrative police have deserted a training field at Abear in Rumbek Central County. 
The Acting Governor Santo Domic Chol says the Administrative Police were given permission to leave for a number of days to tend to their gardens. Domic Chol says it’s important the police are given time to cultivate.  
Chol says the administrative police will go back to their communities and improve the security situation amongst the counties.
Domic Chol: “These people did not desert the training centre at Abear. In fact, the Governor went and talked to them and they raised some issues regarding cultivation now there is hunger gap in the state and now rainy season has begun and this is a farming season. The Governor accepted their argument that instead for them to wait for these uniforms in the training, they could go home to cultivate and then later on when the uniforms come, it will be send to their respective payams because their lists are there and their payams are known. So, it was not desertion. The figure is 1,346 and this is from payam of greater Rumbek.”  

The Deputy Governor reveals that 26 members of the organized forces have been arrested for carrying out sporadic shooting in Rumbek town in celebration of SPLA Day marked on Saturday May 16th. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLA vows to regain full control of Malakal town 

· Economic analysts suggests foreign accounts as a remedy to the economic crisis 

· Environment ministry faces difficulties in implementing ban on public smoking 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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