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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· Human Rights report accuses security agencies of torture and illegal detentions
· Fuel shortage forces premature adjournment of Parliament 

· Lakes State government to supply food to citizens at subsidized prices  
A new report released by Human Rights Watch accuses security agencies of illegal detention, torture and orchestrating ‘disappearances’ of citizens.

The New York based human rights watchdog pins the military and National Security Service for the alleged torture and unlawful detentions.

David Lukan has more in this report. 

David Lukan: “The report is based on documented evidence and the accounts of numerous detainees, family members and government authorities gathered by human rights defenders. The report cites 20 cases of civilian detention since 2014; some of whom they say have been detained for as long as 10 months by the National Security Services. The report notes the detention of UN Mission staff George Livio who has been in custody since August 2014. Human Rights Watch also documented what it refers to as severe beatings and torture of some of the detainees in both military and security service detention, often during interrogations about opposition figures. Skye Wheeler, a researcher with Human Rights Watch in South Sudan says all instances of torture, cruel, or inhuman or degrading treatment should be investigated and punished by law. She says due process must be followed.”

Skye Wheeler: “In that case that individual should be treated properly and also that person should be charged with a clear crime that is recognizable under South Sudanese law and then taken to a court and the whole issue dealt with in an open way.”

David Lukan: “The report recommends the establishment of a special rapporteur for South Sudan when the UN Human Rights Council meets in Geneva later this month, with a mandate to monitor and publicly report on violations of international humanitarian law and violations and abuses of human rights. It also calls for the immediate release of detainees who have not been charged or, if there is sufficient credible evidence of individual criminal activity, promptly charge them with a recognizable crime in full due process. The government is yet to comment on the report. I am David Lukan for Radio Miraya news.”

The government is yet to respond to the report.  

Parliament was forced to adjourn its sitting prematurely today because of a fuel shortage.  

The honorable Members were ready to conduct business, but were frustrated when they were informed that there was no fuel to run the generators for the public address system and air conditioning.  

Chairperson of Parliament’s Information Committee, Thomas Wani Kundu told members of the media that the house will investigate the Nile Petroleum Company – NILEPET, to find out where it has been taking supplies it has been purchasing with letters of credit issued by the government.  

Thomas Wani Kundu: “Due to economic crisis all over the country which has led to scarcity of most of essential commodities like fuel. The National Legislative Assembly was supposed to deliberate on the Convention on Protection and Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expression 2005 which is one of the UNESCO conventions, but due to the lack of fuel, the sitting has been called off for tomorrow. The issue of fuel is common to all of us. We, as a government institution, are also affected like any other common people. NilePet is one of the institutions to be investigated. It is given Letters of Credit. Where is it taking the fuel? It is one of the institutions we are targeting. Where is the fuel going to?” 

The biting fuel shortage has affected businesses in several government offices and forced private vehicle owners and public transport operators to ground their vehicles. 

The inflation and economic woes are being felt across the country.  

In Western Equatoria, State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro says the situation is going from bad to worse.  

Governor Bakosoro describes the situation as a ‘man made crisis’ that must be addressed with urgency.  

Joseph Bakosoro: “We are very sorry about the inflation affecting the country at this moment. I think it is not an issue from outside. It may be an issue from within created by either us or made by those who have made us to fight amongst ourselves. The situation is getting from bad to worse every day. Prices are rising, but I hope our national government will sit down and address this issue as soon as possible so that it does not collapse the country.”
In Lakes State, the government there is stepping in, to ease the impact of commodity shortages in the market.  

The state government has purchased more than 10,000 bags of maize flour and 20,000 sacks of sugar from neighboring Uganda for sale at subsidized prices.  

Finance Minister Kuol Ayulo says the money will be sold to the citizens straight from the government stores.  

Ayulo says the food was purchased using a 3 million dollar letter of credit issued by the national government. He says the commodities will be arriving in the state soon.  

Kuol Ayulo: “We received so far 10,300 bags of maize of 50kg (each) and we have nine trucks of maize flour of 1000 bags each that already arrived Juba. They are taking off and they will be arriving to Lakes State soon. We are trying to address the challenges but due to the pressure people are facing of hunger challenges, hunger threat that is why we decided today to open the sale so that the company can start now selling to the entire public. One bag of maize flour is to be sold today at 250 South Sudanese Pounds and one bag of sugar is to be sold at 300 pounds.”

Lakes State Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol cautions the public against selling the food on the open market.  

Chol says the food was meant to have been released in June, but is being sold to the public earlier because of the severe shortages.  

Santo Domic Chol: “We were actually considering to sale these commodities in June onward when the roads are closed due to rainy season; but because of food short in the state ,hunger  and people are suffering, that is why we decided to sale these commodities from today to the local citizen. In our strategy we are not going to sale these items to traders’ at large quantities to sale them, it will be sold at pieces to citizen as consumer - like two, three or four bags.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 
The World Food Programme has distributed much needed food assistance to displaced communities in Unity State. 

Hundreds of people fled their homes after renewed clashes between government and opposition forces in Southern Unity last week. 

WFP Head in Unity, Francis Sarpong says the food agency is providing food to over 3,000 people who have been displaced from villages in Rubkona and Guit counties.  
Sarpong says the assistance targets IDPs who are seeking safety within Bentiu town outside the UN Protection of Civilian site. 

Francis Sarpong: “In Bentiu Town we are targeting close to 3000 IDPS who have come from various locations from Guit and Nhialdiu, it is so important because they have walk several miles to seek refuge in Bentiu town what WFP is doing and other partners is to reach out to these IDPS so that they can actually get their require food assistance.”

UN Police Commissioner Fredrick Yiga has embarked on a statewide tour to assess the effectiveness of UN Police. 

In Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Yiga met with UNPOL officers and noted their efforts in providing protection.  

The Police Commissioner says he hopes his visit will boost the morale and increase the effectiveness of the UNPOL officers under the new UNMISS mandate. 

Fredrick Yiga: “I know the mandate has changed. Originally they came here to do the capacity building to support the police to be best police in South Sudan. The mandate is now the protection of civilians, so we are checking on how effectively we are protecting the civilians in relation to what is happening in South Sudan. So I am here to check on that. Secondly it raises the morale of the officers when I check on them. It also assures the national and the state governments that the United Nations is still here for the South Sudanese and we are together and do whatever we can to make sure that social development, protection of civilians, vulnerable groups, women and children are okay.”

UN Police currently has officers from 39 nations deployed across the country.  

The Minister of Environment says implementation of a ministerial order banning smoking in public has proven difficult. 

The ban on public smoking was announced in October last year, as a measure to reduce dangers of second hand smoking. 

Violating the order is considered a criminal offence and the perpetrators are liable to a fine of up to 500 SSP. 

Environment Minister Deng Deng Hoc says although some hotels and restaurants in Juba have applied the directives, the ban is still taken lightly.

Deng Deng Hoc: “So there is an issue about orders and the status of ministerial orders.  Maybe if it was an act of Parliament, the situation would have been different. The issue of implementation is always problematic even if it is a law passed by Parliament, there are people who will violate the law. Of course that doesn’t mean if people are violating the law, people should stop implementing the law, those who are responsible for implementing the law will still go ahead and implement that law and that is what we intend to do.” 

And in regional news, demonstrators in Burundi have defied an order to keep off the streets, as protests continue in the capital Bujumbura.  
More than 100 protesters chanted slogans against President Pierre Nkurunziza and his bid for a third term in office.

The government warned that it would crack down on all demonstrations, five days after an attempted coup. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Human Rights report accuses security agencies of torture and illegal detentions

· Fuel shortage forces premature adjournment of Parliament 

· Lakes State government to supply food to citizens at subsidized prices  

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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