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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Heavy fighting in Melut, four civilians killed 
· Fuel shortage, parliament to investigate the Nile Petroleum Company (NILEPET) over irregularities.

· Freedom for children, David Yau Yau hands over abducted kids to Bor county authorities 

Heavy fighting is going on in Melut, Upper Nile State as government and opposition forces battle for control of the oil-rich town.  

The shelling has killed four civilians and injured 8 others who were seeking safety at the UN Protection site in Melut town.  

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says two shells landed in the UN base.

Ariane Quentier: “There has been very heavy fighting in Melut since yesterday, and we had two shells unfortunately landing on the UNMISS base in Melut. One of them landed in the Protection of Civilian site and killed 4 civilians including a woman and a child and severely injured eight of them. They are in a stable condition and are receiving treatment at the MSF medical facility on the compound.  Another shell landed in the area where the Indian troops have their facilities, no one was injured but water installations were destroyed – and in addition to that we had a number of stray bullets that hit containers in the course of the cross fire.”
The UN protection of civilian site in Melut accommodates about 1,000 civilians. 

Meanwhile, UNICEF says the situation of children in Upper Nile and Unity States is of great concern.  

The UN Children’s Organisation released a report yesterday, highlighting child recruitment and killing and raping of children in Unity State. According to the report, the incidences were reported over a period of two weeks.  

UNICEF Deputy Country Director in South Sudan, Ettie Higgins, says many of the children have fled with their families to remote areas with no access to basic services. She notes at least 19 boys and seven girls have been verified killed in Unity State during the recent clashes.  

Ettie Higgins: “The testimonies we collected as well they all collaborate with each other and in a number of the villages similar persons has emerged of the house seen burned down, girls and women being raped and boys age five year and older being abducted. A lot of cattle were raided and all belonging including clothes were taken from women who were in some cases permitted to escape for safety.” 

The American Embassy has clarified on reports that the US Chargé D’Affaires was summoned by the government last week over remarks he made concerning the conflict.  

It was reported in some sections of the media that Ambassador Mike McCarthy was summoned by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin on Friday, to discuss comments he made on a radio station saying both sides violated the cessation of hostilities agreement during renewed fighting in Unity state.  
Chris Maede, Communications Officer in the US Embassy, says the meeting was called as a follow up to a request put in earlier by the embassy, for more information on events in Unity State.  

Chris Maede: “What happened was on Thursday, the US went to the Ministry of Foreign affairs to deliver a démarche. A démarche is a formal statement to the government that requests the other government to provide information. After the démarche was delivered on Thursday, the ministry of foreign affairs summoned Charge McCarthy to appear on Friday. Overall it was to respond to the things that we have been saying publicly and what we had asked privately but it was not in response to any specific radio interview or statement that we have made in the press.”

The National parliament says the Nile Petroleum Company (NILEPET) should be investigated after it was forced to adjourn sitting yesterday because of a fuel shortage.  

The honorable Members were ready to conduct business, but were informed that there was no fuel to run the generators for the public address system, and to provide lighting and air conditioning.  

Chairperson of Parliament’s Information Committee, Thomas Wani Kundu told members of the media that the house will investigate the Nile Petroleum Company – NILEPET, to find out where it has been taking supplies it has been purchasing with letters of credit issued by the government.  

Thomas Wani Kundu: “Due to economic crisis all over the country which has led to scarcity of most of essential commodities like fuel. The National Legislative Assembly was supposed to deliberate on the Convention on Protection and Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expression 2005 which is one of the UNESCO conventions, but due to the lack of fuel, the sitting has been called off for tomorrow. The issue of fuel is common to all of us. We, as a government institution, are also affected like any other common people. NilePet is one of the institutions to be investigated. It is given Letters of Credit. Where is it taking the fuel? It is one of the institutions we are targeting. Where is the fuel going to?” 

The biting fuel shortage has affected businesses in several government offices and forced private vehicle owners and public transport operators to ground their vehicles. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

The Auditor General, Steven Kiliona Wondu says his office is constrained by resources to conduct effective audits of government institutions.  

The National Audit Chamber was established in 2005, and is constitutionally mandated to play an oversight role on all government finances, from national to urban council level. 

In his first radio interview since taking office in 2010, Steven Kiliona Wondu told Radio Miraya that the lack of capacity is forcing the audit chamber to ‘sample’ institutions for audit. 

Kiliona Wondu: “We are supposed to audit all government institutions and all government accounts in an ideal situation, but we cannot do that because of our capacity to do things. We do not have the finances, we do not have the human resources capable of achieving all that and so we resort to sampling; we do the things we can do and we see if we can express an opinion on the overall picture based on the sections that we have done.” 
The Auditor General recently released an audit into the Central Bank. The audit covering the year 2011-2012, noted disturbing inaccuracies in the bank’s accounting documents.

David Yau Yau, chief administrator of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area, has handed over four children who were abducted from Bor County by forces of his former Cobra faction.  

The children, aged between two and six years, included one girl and three boys.  They were abducted from Kulnyang payam in February last year and taken to Kumrok County. 

While handing over the children to Bor county authorities, Yau Yau called for the return of all abducted children, women and property taken by the cobra faction for the sake of peace. 

David Yau Yau: “Let us return what has been taken to the owners and the criminals should be penalized in accordance with the courts of law. I am very happy to be with my brothers and sisters in Jonglei, and I have brought the children whom criminals took. We shall also make sure that we check any child that has been taken from here and is still there shall be brought back.” 

Jonglei State’s Governor John Kong Nyuon says David Yau Yau has shown a good gesture of peace and reconciliation.  

John Kong: “Yau Yau made a good move, because indeed he sees and brings the children who have been abducted, so that the community of Bor should know that signing of the peace deal between the government of south Sudan and Cobra, is a real peace deal. It is true that these are not the only children taken from Bor; therefore the remaining children should be searched for. A criminal may hide some of these children in places that the government cannot find easily.”

A set of new market stalls has been inaugurated to strengthen the livelihoods of communities in Mingkaman, Lakes State.  

The market provides space for 192 traders and was constructed by the community with support from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in partnership with Nile Hope organisation.  

The market is intended to be self-sustaining through income generated from user fees for maintenance, renovation, and future expansion. 

It was launched by UN Assistant Secretary-General, UNDP Assistant Administrator for Crisis Response, Izumi Nakamitsu and UNDP Resident Representative, Toby Lanzer.

Mingkaman currently hosts up to 70,000 IDPs. 

Still in Lakes State, the government there is stepping in, to ease the impact of commodity shortages in the market.  

The state government has purchased more than 10,000 bags of maize flour and 20,000 sacks of sugar from neighboring Uganda for sale at subsidized prices.  

Finance Minister Kuol Ayulo says the money will be sold to the citizens straight from the government stores.  

Ayulo says the food was purchased using a 3 million dollar letter of credit issued by the national government. He says the commodities will be arriving in the state soon.  

Kuol Ayulo: “We received so far 10,300 bags of maize of 50kg (each) and we have nine trucks of maize flour of 1000 bags each that already arrived Juba. They are taking off and they will be arriving to Lakes State soon. We are trying to address the challenges but due to the pressure people are facing of hunger challenges, hunger threat that is why we decided today to open the sale so that the company can start now selling to the entire public. One bag of maize flour is to be sold today at 250 South Sudanese Pounds and one bag of sugar is to be sold at 300 pounds.”

Lakes State Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol cautions the public against selling the food on the open market.  

Chol says the food was meant to have been released in June, but is being sold to the public earlier because of the severe shortages.  

And, education is a powerful weapon against the rise of violent extremism, the UN Secretary-General has said.

Ban Ki-moon was speaking at the opening of the World Education Forum currently underway in South Korea.

The forum brings together education experts from more than 130 countries around the world and aims for universal education by 2030. 

Opening the meeting, the UN chief said that studying can pull people out of poverty and help to build a peaceful world.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Heavy fighting in Melut, four civilians killed 

· Fuel shortage, parliament to investigate the Nile Petroleum Company (NILEPET) over irregularities.

· Freedom for children, David Yau Yau hands over abducted kids to Bor county authorities 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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