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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Diplomat warns of imminent targeted sanctions as government and opposition resume fighting 

· Four killed as mortar shells land in UN Protection site in Melut
· Agriculture Minister responds to Parliament summons 

Canada’s ambassador to South Sudan says the country’s leadership must make a conscious decision to stop fighting so as to avoid the path of sanctions.  
Speaking exclusively on Radio Miraya, Ambassador Nicholas Coghlan said with the renewed fighting and failure to reach a peaceful solution, targeted sanctions are becoming more likely.  
Ambassador Coghlan said his government is distressed by the continued fighting and suffering imposed on the people.  

Nicholas Coghlan: “Frankly, I am not sure whether the leadership really understands the suffering of ordinary people in Unity and Upper Nile and other parts of the country.  There is a lot of sympathy for the human suffering here, but it is very distressing because frankly we feel the leadership on both sides has the means to end the situation if they choose to.  IGAD I think has been doing its best but it is very clear that that process has had its limitations and the prospects of success for IGAD at this point seem very limited as well.  As you now the United Nations Security Council has enacted a framework for sanctions, at the moment lacking any change in the dynamics, it looks like that is the way we are going.”
The bulk of support offered by the Canadian government goes to the areas of food security and maternal and child health.  

Meanwhile, heavy fighting is raging on in Melut, Upper Nile state as government and opposition forces battle for control of the oil-rich town.  

The shelling has killed four civilians and injured 8 others who were seeking safety at the UN Protection site in Melut town.  

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says two shells landed in the UN base.

Ariane Quentier: “There has been very heavy fighting in Melut since yesterday, and we had two shells unfortunately landing on the UNMISS base in Melut. One of them landed in the Protection of Civilian site and killed 4 civilians including a woman and a child and severely injured 8 of them, they are in a stable condition and are receiving treatment at the MSF medical facility on the compound.  Another shell landed in the area where the Indian troops have their facilities, no one was injured but water installations were destroyed – and in addition to that we had a number of stray bullets that hit containers in the course of the crossfire.” 

The UN protection of civilian site in Melut accommodates about 1,000 civilians. 

UNICEF says the situation of children in Upper Nile and Unity States is of great concern.  

The UN Children’s Organisation released a report yesterday, highlighting child recruitment and killing and raping of children in Unity State. According to the report, the incidences were reported over a period of two weeks.  

UNICEF Deputy Country Director in South Sudan, Ettie Higgins, says many of the children have fled with their families to remote areas with no access to basic services. She notes at least 19 boys and seven girls have been verified killed in Unity State during the recent clashes.  

Ettie Higgins: “The testimonies we collected as well they all collaborate with each other and in a number of the villages similar persons has emerged of the house seen burned down, girls and women being raped and boys age five year and older being abducted. A lot of cattle were raided and all belonging including clothes were taken from women who were in some cases permitted to escape for safety.” 

The National Minister of Agriculture, Beda Machar Deng has appeared before members of the National legislative assembly to answer questions on the distribution of the 1,000 tractors. 

This comes after Parliament requested the Minister appear to clarify on the distribution. Answering seven questions put to him, Minister Beda Machar said that his ministry will establish 22 mechanical centers in the Country. 

Machar says the process of distributing the tractors will begin once the 22 mechanical centers are ready.

Beda Machar: “The process of establishing centers will be in phases.  Phase one entails establishing 22 centers that is 2 for each states and one center each for the two administration areas.  The cost of establishing the 22 centers in Phase One is 39,887,443 SSP. Per center this is 1,813,065 SSP so the approximate 40 million pounds is not an amount to facilitate only on center; it is only for phase 1, to assist in establishing the centers all over the country including in Abyei and the Greater Pibor Administrative Area.” 

President Salva Kiir in April unveiled the 1,000 tractors for distribution through farmers associations. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has started seed distribution to returnees in Northern Bahr El Ghazal state. 

Sorghum, ground nuts and vegetables seeds are being handed out to communities in Yargot in Aweil East and Mayom Angok and Saliek of Aweil North Counties. 

Juliano Garang, the ICRC Field Officer in Northern Bahr el Ghazal says the seeds are being distributed along with farming tools.  

Garang cautions that the seeds contain chemicals and should not be consumed.  

Juliano Garang: “Before we start distributing the seeds we use to create awareness to the community that we are going to distribute them seeds in that these seeds are not for food because the seeds has been treated with chemicals for planting only .During the seeds distribution we also distributing something small so that those who receives the will be able to feed on the small items until he harvest from the seeds the international committee of the Red Cross has given him.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

One suspect has been arrested in connection with a revenge attack in Rumbek North County of Lakes State.  
Five people, including four women were killed in the attack on Akotmayom cattle camp. 

The assailants are believed to have come from neighbouring Tonj East County in Warrap state. Madhol Chol Thuc, the Tonj East County commissioner headed a security operation that led to the arrest of the one suspect.  

Chol Thuc says the incident appeared to be in retaliation to an attack in Tonj East. He explains what happened.

Madhol Chol Thuc: “They were caught by the cattle owners and eventually, one of youth from Tonj East was killed on 16th in the evening but unfortunately when the brother of this guy heard in the evening, he ran and barbarically killed four women and one young and wounding nine others in place called Akot Mayom of Rumbek North county and when we heard of this information in the night, I rushed to the place of the incident and we have managed to arrest the accused who went and killed those women”.
The commissioner is appealing to the community of Rumbek North to remain calm and allow the 2 state governments handle the issue.

Still in Lakes state, a set of new market stalls has been inaugurated to strengthen the livelihoods of communities in Mingkaman.  

The market provides space for 192 traders and was constructed by the community with support from the United Nations Development program in partnership with Nile Hope organisation.  

The market is intended to be self-sustaining through income generated from user fees for maintenance, renovation, and future expansion. 

It was launched by UN Assistant Secretary-General, UNDP Assistant Administrator for Crisis Response, Izumi Nakamitsu and UNDP Resident Representative, Toby Lanzer.

Mingkaman currently hosts up to 70-thousand IDPs. 

A delegation from the Ministry of Public Service is in Western Equatoria to brief civil servants on an upcoming project aimed at improving the capacity of government workers.  

The project is expected to take off in 2 months, and will see civil servants from Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia visit South Sudan to coach and mentor government workers on best practices.  

Undersecretary in the Ministry of public service, Angeth Acol Dedut says the project is an initiative of regional grouping IGAD, and is designed to build the capacity of civil servants. 

Angeth Acol Dedut: “This project is one the key projects that we have been overseeing for the past three years and the objective is to help build human capacity through coaching and mentoring. This is done the concept of training whereby we identify our serving civil servants who need to have their capacity enhanced with civil servants from the three IGAD countries of Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia they come and work within our institutions in these fields that have been identified by the respective ministries where they feel they need support and they work together in insuring that they enhance the capacity.” 

And, Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza has postponed parliamentary elections following weeks of violent protests and a failed coup. 

Parliamentary and Local council elections have been pushed by 10 days to June 5TH.  

A statement from the President’s office says the decision follows requests from opposition politicians and the international community. 

The most contentious election, for president on June 26, remains unchanged. 
The announcement was made as further clashes between police and protesters broke out in the Capital Bujumbura against President Nkuruzinza’s plan to stand for a 3rd term.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Diplomat warns of imminent targeted sanctions as government and opposition resume fighting 

· Four killed as mortar shells land in UN Protection site in Melut
· Agriculture Minister responds to Parliament summons 

And that’s Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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