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21 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Aid operations suspended in Melut; UN Secretary General calls for investigation 

· UN Humanitarian Coordinator warns of looming drug shortage 

· International Day of Diversity: Public called on to respect and embrace cultures 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is calling for an investigation into the killing of civilians at the UN base in Melut, Upper Nile State.  

The number of civilians killed when two mortar shells landed in the UN base on Tuesday has risen from four to five.   

A second mortar bob hit and damaged a water installation ran by the Indian battalion in the camp.  

The Secretary General has deplored the recent upsurge in fighting and is demanding an immediate national investigation to hold those responsible accountable.  

Meanwhile, aid operations have been suspended in Melut.  
UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says the fighting is making it impossible for aid workers to provide lifesaving assistance. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator has also stressed the seriousness of a looming drug shortage. 
Early this week the Ministry of Health confirmed to Radio Miraya that there are enough medicines in the country to last till September, and the Ministry is searching for funding to purchase supplies for the period thereafter.  

Toby Lanzer says the country’s 1,400 medical establishments would all be affected if financing is not secured.  He says he is hoping for a solution.

Toby Lanzer: “I am hopeful that the Ministry of Health will be able to address the situation as is its responsibility. In the event that that is not the case, then I would be hopeful that some of the key donors would be able to participate with the Ministry of Health to address the situation. We know that the World Health Organization (WHO) is doing everything it can to facilitate the search for a solution to this looming problem, but of course if we do end up at the end of September and all of the medical establishments have run out of essential medicines and consumables then that would be a very, very severe blow.”

Nile Hope, a local non-governmental Organization, is embedding its staff among fleeing populations in Southern Unity State, to provide emergency response health care.  

Staffs of the organization are walking with supplies of drugs, to administer to the people who fall sick as they flee.  

Getachew Gezahegn, a member of Nile Hope explains that the life-saving intervention is a dangerous mission.

Getachew Gezahegn: “It is really a difficult mission, but it is a must to do, because now we have mothers and children who have left their houses, so the health workers mobilize some of the young boys and community members so that they get those basic drugs and supplies and they move together with the community so that they address 70 per cent to 80 per cent of communicable disease which are very common like malaria, pneumonia, diarrhea and other communicable disease.”
There were heavy clashes last week between government and opposition forces in Leer, Guit, Kuc, and Mayendit counties.
Parliament has referred the financial bill 2014-2015 back to the economic committee for adjustment.  

The bill, which proposes taxes to guide the formulation of the National budget, was presented to the house for its second reading on Wednesday.  

The Members of Parliament (MPs) however raised concerns about numerous increases which they say will badly affect the population. 

Majok Gor, the MP representing Tonj East Constituency, cited proposed increases on boda-boda taxes.  

Majok Gor: “I have a reservation on point 2 (8); the boda-bodas. The boda-bodas from 20% to 300%, Right Honourable Speaker and Honourable Members, I personally feel this is unfair. The boda-bodas are the ones moving the city. They are the ones giving real service to the people and their cost to the environment is minimal.” 

Other proposed increments include a rise in registration fees for national NGOs from 320 to 400 US dollars and International NGOs from 450 to 1,500 dollars.  
A hike has also been proposed for taxes on beers and wines from 30% to 50%.

The committee has been given two weeks to scrutinize and make readjustments to the bill. 

Still in parliament, Agriculture Minister Beda Machar Deng has appeared before the house to answer questions on the distribution of tractors. 

This comes after parliament requested the minister to appear and clarify on how 1,000 tractors recently unveiled by President Salva Kiir will be distributed.   
Machar said the tractors will be distributed to populations through mechanical centers.  He said distribution will start once the 22 centers have been established.  
Beda Machar: “The process of establishing centers will be in phases. Phase One entails establishing 22 centres that is 2 for each state and one centre each for the two administration areas. The cost of establishing the 22 centres in Phase One is 39,887,443 SSP. Per centre, this is 1,813,065 SSP so the approximate 40 million pounds is not an amount to facilitate only one centre; it is only for Phase One to assist in establishing the centres all over the country including in Abyei and the Greater Pibor Administrative Area.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

As the world commemorates World Diversity Day, calls have been made to the people of South Sudan to actively embrace their cultures while respecting others.

The Chairperson of the Specialized Committee at the Legislative Assembly, Thomas Wani Kundu, says pride in our national cultures should be encouraged.

He explains that tribalism as a form of manipulation of cultures for political gains should be shunned and that people should use cultures as tools for unity and coexistence.

Thomas Wani Kundu: “Each ethic group has got its own culture. So culture is an identity of that particular ethic group. Being proud of someone being to that ethic group is because of the identity based on the cultures that almighty has given to you. But tribalism is a malpractice of culture itself, especially at the contemporary time that is politicized. But in a real sense culture is the tool that unites people, cultures is the tool that creates conducive atmosphere for the people to coexist.”    

Meanwhile, UNESCO’s cultural specialist, Ellen Lekka, likens cultural diversity to bio diversity that is necessary for ideas and knowledge exchange.

Thomas Wani Kundu: “Well, let’s put very simply cultural diversity is necessary for human kind as biodiversity for nature. And the respect for cultural diversity is part of the declaration of human rights; it is your fundamental freedom to participate in cultural life and to follow your cultural practices. Therefore, it is very important to respect each other diversity and the different forms of cultures.”    
The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is meant to celebrate rich diversity of cultures and provide an opportunity to deepen the understanding of the importance of peaceful co-existence.  

It was adopted in the wake of the US terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.

In Jonglei, medical workers who recently went on strike in Twic East County over unpaid salaries have started receiving payment. 

The workers, numbering more than 150, were also demanding contract extensions and payment in dollars. 

They claimed to be contracted by the non-governmental organization CARE International in partnership with Interchurch Medical Assistance or the IMA World Health.  

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurukuch says the staffs are being paid for a two month period.    

Dau Akoi: “CARE started to pay the workers in dollars not in pounds, and that is the implementation of the request of the workers. The numbers of the staff is one hundred and five workers.”

And in regional news, the Al-Shabaab terrorist group is expected to attempt to “derail” the political process in Somalia according to the United Nation’s most senior official in the country.

The Head of the UN Mission in Somalia, Nicholas Kay, made the comment in his regular address to the UN Security Council on the situation in the country.

Al-Shabaab has created widespread insecurity in the country and in the region as a result of its terrorist activities. 

The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains dire, more than 700,000 Somalis continue to be unable to meet their most basic daily food needs and over 1 million have fled their homes, the majority women and children. 

He told the Security Council that vigilance was needed to prevent the process from being disrupted.

Nicholas Kay: “I remain concerned about security in Somalia, and about the threat posed by Al-Shabaab to the wider sub-region, demonstrated by the heinous attack on Kenya's Garissa University in April. We need to monitor closely and be able to respond to any sign that A1-Shabaab is benefitting from their links to extremist groups in Yemen and from the instability there. With so much at stake between now and 2016, we can expect A1-Shabaab to do everything it can to derail the political process.”

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Aid operations suspended in Melut; UN Secretary General calls for investigation 

· UN Humanitarian Coordinator warns of looming drug shortage 

· International Day of Diversity: Public called on to respect and embrace cultures 

And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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