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21 May 2015 
Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Government says oil facilities in Melut are secure 
· Civil society proposes LC distribution through banks  

· Rising commodity prices increase crime levels in Western Bahr El Ghazal 
The government says the oil facilities in Melut are safe.  

Vice President Wani Igga says the fields are not damaged and are in total control of the government. 

Igga says the SPLA is in full control of the Melut town and the threats against the oil fields have been eliminated. 

Wani Igga: “As I talk to you now, Melut is firmly and the oil fields are firmly in the hands of the government – truth must be said. Ggive us something like 24 hours or less you will be surprised to hear that the government is in full control of Malakal.”
Igga was speaking while on a visit to the Ministry of Telecommunications in Juba to mark World Telecommunications Day.  

The day is commemorated on the 17th of May every year to raise awareness of the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other information and communication technologies (ICT) can bring to societies and economies.
A civil society activist is calling on the warring parties to allow humanitarian access in conflict affected areas.

Ajang Nyanhom says the renewed fighting is in violation of the ceasefire agreement.  

Ajang Nyanhom: “We condemn the current fighting in Malakal and that shows the violations of hostilities that was signed between the government and the opposition led by Riek Machar early in 2014 .We also urged the warring parties to stop the fighting immediately and allow humanitarian agencies to provide food, medicines and shelter .It is indeed disappointing for our people are being killed at this time when they are supposed to enjoy the fruits of peace after the independent.”
On the current economic situation Ajang says a new mechanism should be put in place to manage the distribution of letters of credit for traders to bring in goods. 

He explains the current practice of distributing the letters of credit or LCs - through line ministries is not effective.  

Ajang Nyanhom: “In other countries, LCs are always handled by the banks not the government institutions. In our country, the allocations are done as follows: The ministry of petroleum is given 40 million US Dollars every month to supply us with petrol with diesel and other items. The Ministry of Commerce and Trade’s allocation is 40 million every month, Ministry of Agriculture 10 million, Health 10 million and the list goes on. By the way even the governors are given allocations.”

The UN Humanitarian coordinator Toby Lanzer has stressed the seriousness of a looming drug shortage. 
Early this week the Ministry of Health confirmed to Radio Miraya that there are enough medicines in the country to last till September, and the Ministry is searching for funding to purchase supplies for the period thereafter.  

Toby Lanzer says the country’s 1,400 medical establishments would all be affected if financing is not secured.  He says he is hoping for a solution.

Toby Lanzer: “I am hopeful that the Ministry of Health will be able to address the situation as is its responsibility. In the event that that is not the case, then I would be hopeful that some of the key donors would be able to participate with the Ministry of Health to address the situation. We know that the WHO is doing everything it can to facilitate the search for a solution to this looming problem, but of course if we do end up at the end of September and all of the medical establishments have run out of essential medicines and consumables then that would be a very, very severe blow.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

Day patrols have been stepped up in Western Bahr Ghazel state to secure the markets and the traders.

The patrols come a week after suspected criminals attacked and robbed Jau market in Wau Town.

The state governor, Rizik Zakaria, says there has been a spike in robberies pushed by rising prices. He says the contribution of the patrol teams in controlling crime is vital.  

Governor Rizik: “Issue of theft at night has been resolved, but during the day time there is chaos. Several times you hear that Jau market is closed, Wau market is on run and Suk-Hajar is in chaos, which is why we have called you. We want you to have day patrol in the markets; criminals should not be in the markets. We don’t want to see those small boys who loot thing and still bags in the markets. If there is any chaos in the market, I will say you are the ones, because your duty is to secure the market. There should be no children who are thieves, there should be no criminals and there should be no chaos.”
Meanwhile, a committee that was formed to investigate the circumstances under which the paramount chief of Wau County, Angelo Bagari, was killed has identified the suspects.

Mr. Elia Kamilo, the Commissioner of Wau County, the team’s leader, says preliminary findings show the chief was killed by a group of youths opposed to his leadership.  

As the world commemorates World Diversity Day, calls have been made to the people of South Sudan to actively embrace their cultures while respecting others.

The Chairperson of Specialized Committee at the Legislative Assembly, Thomas Wani Kundu, says pride in our national cultures should be encouraged.

He explains that tribalism as a form of manipulation of cultures for political gains should be shunned and that people should use cultures as tools for unity and coexistence.

Thomas Wani Kundu: “Each ethic group has got its own culture. So culture is an identity of that particular ethic group. Being proud of someone being to that ethic group is because of the identity based on the cultures that almighty has given to you. But tribalism is a malpractice of culture itself, especially at the contemporary time that is politicized. But in a real sense culture is the tool that unites people, cultures is the tool that creates conducive atmosphere for the people to coexist.”    

Meanwhile, UNESCO’s cultural specialist, Ellen Lekka, likens cultural diversity to bio diversity that is necessary for ideas and knowledge exchange.

Ellen Lekka: “Well, let’s put very simply cultural diversity is necessary for human kind as biodiversity for nature. And the respect for cultural diversity is part of the declaration of human rights; it is your fundamental freedom to participate in cultural life and to follow your cultural practices. Therefore, it is very important to respect each other diversity and the different forms of cultures.”    
The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is meant to celebrate rich diversity of cultures and provide an opportunity to deepen the understanding of the importance of peaceful co-existence.  

UN Police Commissioner, Fred Yiga, is assuring the people of Western Equatoria of the full support of the UN Mission.  
Fred Yiga was in Yambio as part of his tour across the states.  

He met with Acting Governor Sapana Abui, who appreciated the role of UNPOL in protecting civilians but called for a revision of the UNMISS mandate to allow for capacity building.  

UNPOL Commissioner Fred Yiga acknowledged the request and said the UN Mission will continue to support the people of South Sudan. 

And in regional news, a cholera outbreak has been reported at a refugee camp sheltering thousands of Burundian refugees. 
Tanzanian health officials confirm 33 people have died so far.  
Meanwhile street battles and gunfire erupted again today in the capital Bujumbura as protesters against President Pierre Nkurunziza rejected his calls for calm. 

Soldiers and police fired tear gas and warning shots in the air as they faced off against scores of young men throwing rocks and burning makeshift barricades in the roads. More than 20 people have been killed in almost a month of unrest.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Government says oil facilities in Melut are secure 

· Civil society proposes LC distribution through banks  

· Rising commodity prices increase crime levels in Western Bahr El Ghazal 

And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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