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21 May 2015 
Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Shootout in Mundri; senior official reported killed in morning gunfire exchange  
· Fighting famine; Northern Bahr El Ghazal acting Governor proposes hunger emergency response plan  
· South Sudanese National stages hunger strike outside the White House in the United States 
There are reports of shooting in Mundri West County of Western Equatoria State. 
Sources on the ground say the gunfire started this morning in an area five miles from Mundri town.  

A senior official is reported to have been killed in the cross fire, although authorities are yet to verify these reports.  
It is not clear who is involved in the gunfire exchange.  

Earlier the commissioner of Mundri West County, Hassan Bakhiet had confirmed cases of insecurity along roads connecting to other counties.

The economic crisis and lack of dollars is making it difficult for more than 8,000 South Sudanese students in Uganda to continue with their studies. 

Some of the students have been barred from sitting their final exams after they failed to pay tuition fees.  

Makuei Aguer, the President of the South Sudanese Students’ Union in Uganda, told Radio Miraya that students in primary and secondary schools are also affected.  

Makuei Aguer: “Approximately, we have over 8,000 students mostly in universities and colleges, but at the level of secondary schools and primary we have very many and they are also affected. A half of the students are affected, mostly those who have no relatives in government institutions. Like recently when we were beginning exams majority of them did not sit for exams, but we as student’s leadership we intervened and try to sign memorandum of understanding with the institutions, so other universities have allowed the students to sit but others have denied them.”     

The Acting Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal Sate has laid out a proposal to create a hunger emergency response team to address food shortages in the state.  

Presenting the proposal to the state assembly for endorsement, Salva Chol Ayat says a committee would be formed to oversee government response.  

Salva Chol Ayat: “The challenge of starvation which is very difficult to be handled by one unit. So as a government we presented to the assembly that we are; having a committee formed to address issues of food shortage, in the state. And that committee is brought to them for their input.”

Speaker of the State Legislature, Isaac Makau Ayok welcomed the proposal and scheduled debate on the matter for next week. 

The speaker also revealed investigations are underway into more than 20 companies that were issued letters of credit to purchase food from neighboring countries - but have not delivered.   

Makau Ayok: “We are investigating the 24 Companies that were given the Letters of Credit to deliver the food Items in the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. The total money given to those 24 Companies is three million US Dollars. We are (about) nearly to finish. The Committee and assembly are learning very seriously to identify, to know the personalities and companies that have been given the Letters of Credit, what failed them to deliver the food items to Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.”

Meanwhile, the Acting Caretaker also presented proposals for the amendment to the state constitution to allow for extensions of the terms of office of the Governor and State Parliament in accordance with an amendment endorsed by the National Parliament in March.  

A UNHCR Goodwill ambassador is shedding light on the dire conditions of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons living in camps.  

Jung Woo Sung, a renowned actor from South Korea has met with refugees in the Ajuong thok camp, and Yida settlement in Unity State as well as Gorom Camp and the UN protection of Civilian sites in Juba. 

Speaking to media at the end of his three day visit, Woo Sung said the IDPs and Refugees lack basic needs. 

Woo Sung: “They are going through difficulties to fulfil their basic needs. They are in need of more food, more drinking water and text books for children and more teachers all these basic needs. And refugee camps are a small society and they are going through problems that any other ordinary society will go through. Like Violence, domestic violence, single mothers. UNHCR is trying to help solve these problems.” 

The Union of Journalists has condemned the killing of a journalist in Jonglei.  

Pow Raeth James was shot dead on Wednesday by unknown gunmen in Akobo.

Pow’s close relatives say he was gunned down with a friend as he visited the compound of an NGO to access internet.  The incident is being investigated.  

Pow Raeth was freelancing with Radio Tamazuj at the time of his death and was earlier employed as a freelancer for Radio Miraya.  

Oliver Modi, chairperson of the Union of Journalists of South Sudan, has condemned the killing. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Mining says oil production is continuing as normal in blocks 3 and 7 in Upper Nile state.

Briefing the press in Juba, the Minister of Petroleum and mining, Stephen Dhieu Dau, said renewed fighting between government and opposition forces in the Melut area has not damaged the oil facilities. 

Dhieu Dau says both foreign and national oil workers continue to operate. 
Stephen Dhieu Dau: “The Ministry of Petroleum and Mining would like to reassure the foreign oil partners, joint operating companies and the entire citizens of South Sudan that the blocks 3 and 7 are safe and secure and therefore, the operations continue normally.”

The Minister says oil production, currently restricted to Upper Nile stands at 165,000 barrels per day.

The ministry says plans are underway to assess the status of the facilities in Block 5A, Tharjath, in Unity state to determine when production can resume.
The Minister of Telecommunication and Postal Services, Rebecca Joshua Okwachi, said South Sudan is making good progress in realizing digital literacy. 

South Sudan is one of nine African countries that is signatory to a plan to promote and ensure affordable access to broadband and Information Communication Technology. 

Okwachi said the country has made big strides in this direction. 

Rebecca Okwachi: “It is just a perception for us to say we are far behind, we are never far behind - we are already there with the people. Despite the fact that politically we were born in 2011, everyone will wonder how far we have reached. We are prepared somehow, but we are working very hard to learn more and improve more so that we reach there.”
Other countries involved in the plan include Burkina Faso, Gabon, Kenya, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, Chad and Uganda
A civil society activist is calling on the government to devise new system to manage distribution of Letters of Credit (LCs) to traders.

He explains the current practice of distributing the letters of credit or LCs - through line ministries is not effective.  

Ajang Nyanhom: “In other countries, LCs are always handled by the banks not the government institutions. In our country, the allocations are done as follows: The ministry of petroleum is given 40 million US Dollars every month to supply us with petrol with diesel and other items. The Ministry of Commerce and Trade’s allocation is 40 million every month, Ministry of Agriculture 10 million, Health 10 million and the list goes on. By the way even the governors are given allocations.”
A South Sudanese man living in the United States is on a hunger strike for peace.  

Simon Aban Deng, who now has American citizenship, is sitting outside the White House in Washington DC, asking President Barrack Obama to do more to bring an end to the conflict.  

Now on day eight of his hunger strike, Deng says the United States has a moral responsibility to ensure peace prevails in South Sudan. 

Simon Deng: “Southern Sudan is an American baby, and we have come to Washington to tell the father that the baby he brought into the world is sick and the baby is dying and you have a moral obligation to come and save that baby.  We are asking the United States to take the lead and be behind the IGAD. Dr. Riek Machar and President Salva Kiir, we are here to tell you that one day you will not be there but Southern Sudan will be there and the people will be there.  I will stay at the White House and stay on a hunger strike for as long as it takes even if it costs me my life.”
In Jonglei, recently demobilized youth in Pibor are also being encouraged to embark on agriculture.  

Pibor County Commissioner Nakure Keleka says the youth formerly of the cobra faction should shun conflict and work towards development.  

Nakure Keleka: “I can tell them that let them leave fighting, let them go to schools, so that they will be good leaders in future, because fighting does not have any benefit. We said that we need another peace building workshop so that people can reconcile and be able to stay together in peace. People should also get involved in communal work, in such a way that they jointly go to a garden of one person and then to another. Maybe IOM can provide tools like axes.”

And in regional news, African countries are expected to launch a framework to create a 26-nation free trade area by integrating three existing African trade blocs to boost regional trade and investment. 

With a combined gross domestic product of 1 trillion US dollars, the tripartite trade area will include the East African Community, the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, and the Southern African Development Community in a single free market.

It is hoped the new trade area will promote new markets and boost profits by removing trade barriers, such as export and import fees.

The tripartite is expected to be launched at a summit in Sharm el Shaik in Egypt next month.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Shootout in Mundri; senior official reported killed in morning gunfire exchange  

· Fighting famine; Northern Bahr El Ghazal acting Governor proposes hunger emergency response plan  

· South Sudanese National stages hunger strike outside the White House in the United States 

And that’s Radio Miraya news.
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