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21 May 2015 
Good evening its 5 o’clock I’m David Lukan
The Headlines: 
· Mundri shootout; Executive Director shot dead  

· Caught in crossfire; details on the killing of a journalist in Jonglei emerge

· Medically covered; CES deliberates health insurance plan for citizens 

Western Equatoria state government has confirmed that the Executive Director of Mundri West County was shot dead this morning. 

John Keliopa was killed as he investigated the killing of two soldiers who were gunned down along the Mundri-Mvolo road last night. It is not clear who was involved in the exchange. 

Acting State Governor Sapana Abui confirms the incident to Radio Miraya and says the situation is still tense.  

Sapana Abui: “This morning at around a quarter past nine we received information from Mundri that last night at a junction of Mundri-Mvolo three soldiers who were waiting for transport to go to Lakes State were shot at almost close past midnight, two of them were hit and died on the spot, one sustained injury. Then earlier this morning the County Commissioner went to the scene of the incident with organized forces from the town, while they were in the process of asking the injured person - shooting just erupted abruptly and one of our staff the Executive Director of the County John Keliopa was shot and died on spot. As I am speaking right we are hearing that there are still more shootings going on in the area by the soldiers who deployed there, we don’t know why they are shooting we are still following up.”
Details are emerging about the circumstances surrounding the killing of a journalist in Jonglei.  

Pow James Raeth was shot dead while he was on duty in Akobo on Wednesday.
Pow James was a freelance journalist with Radio Tamazuj and was previously freelancing for Radio Miraya.  

Hildebrand Bijleveld (Bi-jel-veld), Director of Radio Tamazuj says Pow and his colleague were accidentally shot in inter-clan fighting. 

Hildebrand Bijleveld: “‘We spoke with the county commissioner and he said that the shooting was not intentional by any of the two parties.  It was really a cross fire and they were in the wrong place at the wrong time – however it is very sad that a reporter who was trying to record and report on peace and reconciliation was killed on duty.  He was actually together with a university student named Yohanes Paul Kueth and he was also killed.  This is a reminder for all of us that journalists are very important and respect their very important work to build the nation.”
Media experts and practitioners have been described as major contributors to the peace process.  

The comments were made at the closing of a training on conflict reporting.  The 5-day training was organised by the IGAD office in Juba, and was attended by 20 journalists.  

IGAD liaison officer, Aboubaker Douale told the participants to use the newly acquired skills effectively.  

Aboubaker Douale: “You are going to share the newly acquired knowledge and skills with your counter parts and more importantly put them into practice to be able to contribute to contribute to the overall search for peaceful settlement for the current conflict in south Sudan, it is everybody’s hope that the current conflict in south Sudan will be resolved through peaceful settlement to allow the south Sudanese people embark on the important process of nation building and we look to south Sudanese experts and practitioners making their contribution.”

The chairperson of South Sudan peace commission Chuol Rambang, was at the closing and encouraged the Journalists to make use of the knowledge acquired.

Chuol Rambang: “The presence of IGAD with us and extending such an opportunities for you to learn is very important, whatever you have learned in the last five days if you make use of it you will see how important and how much good it was, it will be an addition to your CV, to your practice that you have attended similar workshop of this nature reporting in a conflict situation and giving collect reporting.”

The Central Equatoria government has started consultations on a proposed health policy.  The policy was drafted in 2012, and is designed to grant citizens access to medical care through health insurance.

The State Ministry of Gender and Social development is reviewing the policy with county officials to see how best it can be implemented.   

Hastin Yokwe State Minister of Cabinet and parliamentary affairs says the insurance would be open to all citizens. 

Hastin Yokwe: “This insurance will not only be limited to civil servants or people working for government but will equally be open to any citizen who wants to insure himself or herself so that they can benefit from health insurance.  Most of us are not familiar with this, this will be the first time but I assure you that this will be the best means to guarantee that we have access to health facilities in and out of the country.  The law is there that gives the government the responsibility to improve health facilities in the country so that our citizens can be well taken care of ibn terms of treatment.”
The economic crisis and lack of dollars is making it difficult for more than 8,000 South Sudanese students in Uganda to continue with their studies. 

Some of the students have been barred from sitting their final exams after they failed to pay tuition fees.  

Makuei Aguer, the President of the South Sudanese Students’ Union in Uganda told Radio Miraya that students in primary and secondary schools are also affected.  

Makuei Aguer: “Approximately we have over 8,000 students mostly in universities and colleges. But at the level of secondary schools and primary we have very many and they are also affected. A half of the students are affected, mostly those who have no relatives in government institutions. Like recently when we were beginning exams majority of them did not sit for exams, but we as student’s leadership we intervened and try to sign memorandum of understanding with the institutions, so other universities have allowed the students to sit but others have denied them.”     

You are listening to Radio Miraya news .
The Acting Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal Sate has laid out a proposal to create a hunger emergency response team to address food shortages in the state.  

Presenting the proposal to the state assembly for endorsement, Salva Chol Ayat says a committee would be formed to oversee government response.  

Salva Chol Ayat: “The challenge of starvation which is very difficult to be handled by one unit. So as a government we presented to the assembly that we are; having a committee formed to address issues of food shortage, in the state. And that committee is brought to them for their input.”

Speaker of the State Legislature, Isaac Makau Ayok welcomed the proposal and scheduled debate on the matter for next week. 

A UNHCR Goodwill ambassador is shedding light on the dire conditions of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons living in camps.  

Jung Woo Sung, a renowned actor from South Korea has met with refugees in the Ajuong Thok camp, and Yida settlement in Unity State as well as Gorom Camp and the UN protection of Civilian sites in Juba. 

Speaking to media at the end of his three day visit, Jung Woo Sung said the IDPs and Refugees lack basic needs. 

Jung Woo: “They are going through difficulties to fulfil their basic needs. They are in need of more food, more drinking water and text books for children and more teachers all these basic needs. And refugee camps are a small society and they are going through problems that any other ordinary society will go through. Like Violence, domestic violence, single mothers. UNHCR is trying to help solve these problems.” 

In Yambio, Western Equatoria a women leadership forum is underway.  

Women leaders from Western and Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei and Western Barh el Ghazal states are discussing ways of implementing Security Council resolution 1325, which stresses the importance of the role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts.  

Kubako John, the Program Manager for the Equatoria Women Association, says the women from the four states will share experiences and come up with a collective voice.  

Kubako John: “The purpose as to why we would like to see women coming together, is to see women coming together with one strong voice – a voice that can be heard by everybody.  We would like to see women who can participate in conflict transformation and peace building and that can only be if they are united and if women understand the problems of women in other states” 

Radio Miraya spoke to two participants who said the exchange is vital in finding collective solutions to dealing with conflict.  

And in regional news, Scientists said they have discovered the world's oldest stone tools at the shores of Lake Turkana in Kenya, and date to 3.3 million years ago.

They are 700,000 years older than any tools found before, even pre-dating the earliest humans in the Homo genus. 

Dr. Nick Taylor, from the National Centre of Scientific Research (CNRS) in France and the University of Leiden in the Netherlands said the stones are significantly earlier than anything that has been found previously.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Mundri shootout; Executive Director shot dead  

· Caught in crossfire; details on the killing of a journalist in Jonglei emerge

· Medically covered; CES deliberates health insurance plan for citizens 

And that’s Radio Miraya news!
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