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21 May 2015 
Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Former detainees expected in Juba this week 

· Demanding action; African Union calls for sanctions and arms embargo 
AND 

· Celebrating diversity; Africa commemorates Africa Day today 
The first group of former political detainees is expected to arrive in the country this week. 
Acting Secretary General of the SPLM party, Anne Itto says the group of 5 former detainees will be led by Deng Alor and include John Luk Jok, Kosti Manibe, Cirino Hiteng, and Madut Biar Yel.  

Anne Itto says the remaining 2 who are, Pagan Amum and Gier Chuang are expected next Monday.  

She says the South African government has offered 60 security personnel to provide protection for the former detainees on their return.  

According to the acting secretary general, the extra protection is one of many resolutions reached in the Arusha intra-party agreement signed in January. 

Clip………………….Anne Itto 1

‘We should expect an advance team of the former detainees led by Deng Alor to arrive this coming week and those days are not very far.  The SPLM political bureau has agreed to allow security from South Africa, up to 60 security personnel to come to Juba and give the protection that was demanded by the former FDs”. 

The seven, and former minister and advisor Rebecca Nyandeng were detained in connection with the outbreak of the conflict in December 2013.  

The African Union has demanded that an immediate arms embargo be imposed on both the government and opposition – following an escalation of clashes between the warring parties.  

The AU Peace and Security Council in its latest meeting noted its deep disappointment over the failure of the leaders to put the national interest and well-being of their people first. 

In a statement, the Council strongly condemned the resumption of hostilities, and called on the UN Security Council to urgently consider a ban on importation of arms to stem the fighting.

The AU Peace and Security body also says a recently formed UN sanctions committee should move fast to name individuals subject to sanctions. 

A government delegation has visited the Pallouch oil fields in Melut County of Upper Nile, to assess production.

This comes after days of fighting last week, between government and opposition forces for control of the fields.    

Defence Minister Kuol Manyang Juuk led the government delegation and said the army will continue to defend the country’s oil facilities.  

Clip ………….. Manyang Juuk 2 

“We need to tell the people that the SPLA will continue to defend the Oil field and protect civilians in any area where there are not SPLA forces present, SPLA general headquarter has the power to move SPLA forces from one area to another when needed immediately, The SPLA will challenge anybody both who will attempt to attack Paloch and any other territory of the county any anytime specially the Opposition forces, my message goes to the Opposition that we don’t want to see citizen dying from both sides because they are all south Sudanese for this case give up your arms”

Petroleum Minister Steven Dheiu Dau was also part of the team. 

Dhieu Dau reiterated comments he made last week, that companies are in the fields and oil production is going on as normal.

Clip………Dhieu Dau 3
“The production and oil operation is normal and everything has not been erupted by the recent insecurity incident that took place in the last few days in the town that the production has not changed, it is the same it’s the same production as it was two to three days ago it is one hundred and sixty five thousand barrels a day, no employees left the oil field they are working you have seen them the Chinese they are here, the Malaysian, the Indian and all the expatriates are operating are all here in Paloch” 

The Commissioner of Melut County, Bol Aguer Dok, is asking humanitarian organizations to return to the area and provide humanitarian assistance to the population.  
Aid workers suspended work in Melut following last week’s clashes.  
Bol Aguer Dok says the security situation has since improved. He spoke with Radio Miraya in Melut.    

CLIP ………………….. Aguer Dok 4
“On the side of the humanitarian, if somebody leaves his home and move to  a new location when their conflict, he face a lot of difficulties, therefore, I am calling on the Humanitarian Agencies working in the Melut to return back to the county since the security situation is normal now in the county, you can see this through the visit of the government delegation to Melut so anybody who was working in the county can now come back, the water crisis is the county is being handled by both the government and the oil companies to supply water to the IDPs through water tanks but the distant between the IDP and the water sources is very far and the population of the IDP is big but we continue to provide water to the IDP with all these challenges”

We spoke with some of the IDPs who are camped in Pallouch and they shared stories of loss.

Clip…………….Vox pops Melut 5
Voxpox, 1- Woman  “what has happened to us in Melut in Melut, we have lost all our properties, our condition now is very difficult, we have lost so many people including children, our house burnt and we dying of thirst for water”.

Voxpox two man, “the situation is bad, the water tanks is not enough, the water stations in the county has been destroyed, so the civilians are suffering now due to shortage of water, the people here lack shelter we hope the government should intervene quickly to solve this problem” 

A similar call for the return of humanitarian workers is being made in Unity State, where thousands fled, following renewed clashes in the Southern parts of the state.  

State Information Minister, Peter Makuoth Malual says there are a large number of civilians in the Tharjiath Oilfield in Koch County in desperate need of help.  

Malual says women and children are most affected.  He explains.  

Clip…………….. Makuoth Malual aid 6
“What we are doing so far because of course our resources are very limited one of things we did that give an urgent call to all humanitarian organizations so that they can help as soon as possible with the food items and non-food items and also we need them to interfere   as soon as possible so that can they help and also We are trying also to locate them in different places some of them they decided to come to POC at Bentiu or Rubkona”

Responding to reports on human rights violations during the recent fighting, information Minister Makuoth Malual denies the government committed any such violations.  

Clip…………………. Makuoth Malual Human Rights 7
“This is not true because we didn’t violate any human Right in the state we are doing what government   has purpose to do as the government we are protecting our citizens, we also allocate them and try together them wherever they are, whatever happen of course we know that when people are in war there is cross fire some people may die, innocent citizens can die in that cross war but this is not actually intention by the government to do that because it happen you cannot point the hand to any side” 

UN Children’s Organization UNICEF and Human Rights groups Amnesty International have accused the SPLA of rape, abduction and the killing of civilians in Unity State.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The Head of the UN Mission in South Sudan and the Director General of the International Organization for Migration were in Bentiu over the weekend to assess the fate of civilians following the fighting over the past several weeks. 

Ellen Margrethe Loej and IOM Director General William Lacy Swing visited the IDP protection of Civilian site and met with government officials.  

Special Representative Loej says she received assurances of access into areas affected by conflict to deliver humanitarian assistance and document possible human rights violations.
Clip…………………..SRSG Margrethe Loej 8
“I managed to meet the acting governor and discussed the cooperation between the government and the Mission   and the government and the humanitarian actors,  and I was very happy to be assured  of close cooperation between the government and these parties because it very important that we are able to move    around and meet the needs of the people we need a peace agreement not tomorrow we need it yesterday we need peace agreement urgently in order to address all other challenges in South Sudan in order to try and  meet the needs of  the South Sudanese people in order to make it possible for the South Sudanese, men and women boys and girls to build their futures “ 

The PoC site in Bentiu currently protects more than 60-thousand civilians. 

The International Organization for Migration is overseeing the renovation and expansion of a new site for IDPs in Bentiu.  

The new location, covering 1.5 million square meters is set on higher altitude to prevent flooding.

Today is Africa Day. It marks the 52nd anniversary of the establishment of the Organization of African Unity-the OAU, which later became the African Union in 2002. 

May 25th is observed as a public holiday in only five African countries, namely Ghana, Mali, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The consumption and sale of harmful liquors has been banned in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State. The ban covers brands such as Empire gin, Uganda waragi, Simba, Tiger gins. 
Torit county Commissioner, German Charles Ojok issued the local order to reduce crime and public disorder. 
Ojok says enforcement will be done by security agencies and the penalties will be decided by the county legal authorities. 

Clip………………………….. German Charles Ojok 9
“We have already given a copy of the order to legal organs and the legal organs will see what charge is supposed to be given; somebody could be given 1 year or 2 years in prison depending on the quantity of beer.  All the security organs will cooperate to implement this local order.  We have found that people have actually suffered enough because of this type of drinks which are not healthy.  Many people have lost their lives, people become weak and cannot cultivate and they cannot do things that can help their country”.  

And in regional news, voting is continuing in some parts of Ethiopia for a new Parliament, in the country’s first elections since the death of long-serving Prime Minister Meles Zenawi in 2012.

Voting started Sunday and is continuing in areas that ran out of ballot papers. 

No major irregularities have been reported, although the opposition said their representatives were barred from some polling stations.

Meles Zenawi's Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) has been in power for almost a quarter of a century and is expected to win the vote.

More than 36m Ethiopians - and 57 political groups - registered for the election.

  To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Former detainees expected in Juba this week 

· Demanding action; African Union calls for sanctions and arms embargo 

AND 

· Celebrating diversity; Africa commemorates Africa Day today 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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