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21 May 2015 
Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Parliament summons key security ministers over Mundri 

· WFP suspends road deliveries along Central and Western Equatoria routes 
AND 

· Connecting communities: New satellite phone service connects displaced families 

Parliament has summoned the Ministers of Defence, Interior and National Security over the security situation in Western Equatoria.  

The Ministers have been directed to appear before the National Legislative Assembly next Monday, along with State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro.  

The motion to summon the Ministers and Governor was moved by Murat Museka, the Member of Parliament representing Mundri West County.  
Earlier the MP noted that more than 100 trucks of humanitarian assistance could not access the area after 3 days of killings and shooting.  

While the MP representing Yei Constituency, Paul Yohani Bojur revealed that Yei is receiving many of the people fleeing Mundri.  

We spoke with one of the displaced persons.  

He told Radio Miraya that he was hiding in a bush 9 miles out of town and describes the situation of the population, especially children as terrible.  

Clip…………………………………………IDP vox pop 1

“Right now as I talk to you I am in a bush, civilians here are really  suffering ,they are being rained on ,others are suffering from sicknesses and there is no way they can get medical  assistance .I cannot estimate the number of those displaced they are in thousands ,people are suffering here and the government has not taken care of the people ,we are suffering.”

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme – the WFP has temporarily suspended road movement along Central and Western Equatoria states following the shooting incidents in Mundri West County. 

WFP spokesperson, George Fominyen says their trucks were looted and drivers robbed of their personal belongings by unidentified armed men. 

Fominyen notes that this suspension has affected delivery of much needed humanitarian assistance to four states.

Clip……….………. George Fominyen 2
“In the past three days identified armed men around Mundri have looted WFP trucks and commercials trucks hired by WFP. The trucks were attacked on the road between central equatorial and Western Equatoria state while carrying food towards Warrap, Western Bahr el Ghazal and Unity states. We are still determining the exact amount of that was stolen but we believe it is an important amount of food and WFP condemns in the strongest possible term the theft of this urgently needed humanitarian assistance.” 

WFP says 15 of its trucks and 30 commercial trucks hired by them and other organizations are now stranded on the main supply route.

Still in Mundri, a nutrition screening campaign targeting thousands of children is planned across the entire Greater Mundri area.  

UN Children’s organization UNICEF is partnering with Afro –Canadian Evangelical Mission, a local NGO to conduct the mass screening – targeting up to 50-thousand children under the age of 6 years.  

Reverand Lexson Awad Maku, Head of Mission Afro –Canadian Evangelical Mission says the campaign will start next month, and will be conducted across 10 primary health centers. 

Clip………………………Lexson Awad Maku 3
“There is a lot of children who are malnourished, that is why we are organizing this screening which is going to begin on the 15th of the next month up to July 15th .i am appealing to the mothers to come to the ten centers for the screening because we want to find out exactly what is the problems with their children. The project helps the community on the ground to know more about malnutrition program. I would like to say this to the mothers; please mothers don’t hesitate to bring your children to the centers.”

Children with malnutrition will be given supplements, while severe cases will be referred for medical treatment.  

The International Committee of the Red Cross – the ICRC, is slowly resuming operations in Leer, a week after it suspended work there on account of renewed fighting between government and opposition forces. 
ICRC officials visited Leer over the weekend to assess the situation and witnessed destroyed and several houses burnt to the ground. 

Jason Straziuso, the ICRC East Africa spokesman says the organization will fly in humanitarian assistance as it works towards rebuilding its offices that were looted and damaged during the fighting.  

Clip…………………….Jason Straziuso 4

“On Tuesday we hope to fly in a plane load of assistance materials including food, of course we don’t know how many people have returned to Leer by now, but we would like to assist 1,000 households which is about 5,000-6,000 people with some food assistance, and for those that need it maybe some tarpaulins or materials to help them shelter.  Our compounded, the ICRC office was unfortunately looted during the period so now we don’t have any furniture.  There was some small damage to our warehouse tent and we have to start rebuilding that so that we can restart our activities in the coming weeks there.”

Internally Displaced Persons who have lost touch with their families are being given the chance to reconnect, through a satellite phone call service. 

UN Refugee agency UNHCR is providing the call services to help the IDPs in Protection of Civilian sites talk with their relatives across the conflict frontlines.

Marai Serente, the UNHCR IDP protection officer says the agency has so far facilitated more than 100 satellite calls.

Clip………………………….. Marai Serente 5

“So far we have conducted 110 phone calls as up to date, so we hope to do more.  These phone calls are provided with a 10 minute time slot; there is always also a UNHCR National and International staff present during the phone calls to monitor the time as well as the usage of the assets and the information as well.  And normally displaced persons often base their coping strategies on the information available to them.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

A representative of the former political detainees says they will not be returning to Juba next week.  
Pagan Amum says there are still obstacles that need to be resolved before the G-10 return.

He mentions 6 issues that have not been implemented in the Arusha intra-party agreement that was signed in January.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, Pagan said officials from Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party and the Africa National Congress party of South Africa - as guarantors to the agreement, are expected in Juba this week to try and resolve the sticking issues with the government.  

Clip………………………….Pagan Amum 6
“I have been informed and the other former detainees or the G-10 have been informed that this mission has been postponed and we are expecting a meeting on the 27th for consultation with the guarantors on this issue.  So there is no body from G-10 going to Juba this week.  There are six points in the matrix that were supposed to be implemented by the SPLM in the government, the SPLM in the government has failed to implement all those six”. 

SPLM party Acting Secretary General Anne Itto told journalists in Juba yesterday that an advance team of 5 former detainees will be arriving this week, and the remaining 2 are expected to arrive in Juba next Monday.  
She explained that the South African government has offered 60 security personnel to provide protection for the former detainees on their return.  

The seven were detained in connection with the outbreak of the conflict in December 2013 and released on a Presidential pardon.  

The National Legislative Assembly has directed the Ministries of Finance and Transport to come up with a broad policy to restrict purchase and control of government assets.  

This came up as the MPs deliberated a report from the committee on economy, public accounts and physical infrastructure, restricting the purchase of V8 luxury vehicles for government intuitions to control government expenditures.  

The MPs resolved that the restrictions should be broader to cover vehicles and other assets.  Minister of Dams and electricity, Jema Nunu Kumba, said the luxury cars should be allocated in a practical manner.

Clip……………………………………..Nunu Kumba 7
“When we were in Khartoum honorable speaker, the ministers had specific kind of vehicles that they were using, deputies had their own, the parliament, the head committees had different type cars that they were using and their deputies had different. Now here it is like everybody using the same vehicles. The minister uses V8, undersecretary uses V8 and so and so. This cannot continue, this must be addressed as make policies and law we must also be practical of our situation”

Early this month, the Member of Parliament Zakaria Matur Makuer raised a motion calling for a total ban on purchase of V8 Land cruisers in light of the current economic crisis.  

A researcher at a newly established think tank says the government did not put in place strategies to deal with the current economic crisis. 

Bathum Ayul, Research Coordinator, for the Diversity for Strategic Studies Center, says the crisis was expected but government did not lay plans to mitigate it. 

He says focus on oil revenues and the current conflict only complicated the problem further.

Clip……………………. Bathum Ayul 8
“In our opinion with we are looking that the thing are not going according to plan in other with we have no strategies to address thing in a way we see the future. We always waiting for things to happen not to talk about it before it happen. The current situation is already known that it will happen because we are just focusing on one source of the economy. And the other thing is the effect of the current conflict because the focus of that government is on how to address this conflict not to focus on such things. All the budget go to bring things for defense, that is why the situation is going higher and higher.”     

The commissioner of Duk County in Jonglei State is seeking an explanation for his dismissal from office.  

Jacob Akech Deng was relieved from duty on Thursday last week.

Radio Miraya reporter Chaplain Nemaya in Bor has more in this report.

Roll clip…………. Chaplain Nemaya 9
********************************************************

“Jacob Akech Deng is meeting with officials from the state government in Bor, in the hope that he will find out more about his dismissal.  He says the state government had sent him on a mission to prevent demobilized youth from joining the army along tribal lines, when he learnt of his fate.  

Clip - for Jacob Akech: “well to me it was to my surprise, this thing happened on the twenty first Wednesday of this month I have never been called by my minister, the local government minister for such complaints, or even my boss the governor to sit down and discuss, so here I am to ask or to be informed of that reason yet”

Jacob Akech was relieved from duty on Thursday last week, and his removal was positioned in accordance to article 99 section two (2) [a] of a transitional constitution of Jonglei state, 2011. The order dated 21st May was issued by Jonglei State Caretaker Governor, John Kong Nyuon and as is standard practice with all government orders, a reason was not given for his dismissal.  Communities in Greater Duk Padiet Payams met in Juba and wrote a letter on Friday last week, appealing to the state government to reinstate Akech.  Jacob Akech Deng replaced the former long serving Commissioner, Elijah Mochnom Wuor who was removed from office late last year. I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya news
And in foreign news, authorities in Burkina Faso have begun exhuming the remains of the country’s former president Thomas Sankara.  
Relatives of the former President of the West African Nation have for years pressed for the remains to be tested, saying they suspect they may not be that of the former president. 
Thomas Sankara was killed in a coup that brought his former ally Blaise Compaore to power in 1987.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Parliament summons key security ministers over Mundri 

· WFP suspends road deliveries along Central and Western Equatoria routes 
AND 

· Connecting communities: New satellite phone service connects displaced families 

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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