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26 May 2015 
Good Evening its 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Parliament summons key security ministers over Mundri 

· ICRC resumes humanitarian operations in Leer, Unity state
AND 

· Government to consult on post-2015 National development agenda
Parliament has summoned the Ministers of Defence, Interior and National Security over the security situation in Western Equatoria.  

The Ministers have been directed to appear before the National Legislative Assembly next Monday, along with Western Equatoria State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro.  

The motion to summon the Ministers and Governor was moved by Morad Meseka, the Member of Parliament representing Mundri West County.  The motion was seconded by Information Minister Michael Makuei.

Clip…………..…………….. Michael Makuei 1
“There will be no way for the August House to continue deliberating or pass any resolution in this situation. So I quiet agree with Hon. Members who proposed that we summon the three minister of National security, the minister of defense, and the minister interior. These are people would give an accurate information. Instead of us continue to deliberate I move the right Hon. Speaker I move that we close this deliberation and summon the ministers to come and make presentation accordingly”

During today’s deliberations, the MPs also raised concerns about the killing of a commissioner in Rumbek and a paramount chief in Wau.  

In other business, Justice Minister Paulino Wanawilla tabled the National Bureau of Statistics Bill 2015 and the Standard Gauge Railway protocol 2014 before the house.  

The statistics bill has been referred to the committee of education and legislation while the Standard Gauge Railway protocol has been sent to the committee on infrastructure and legislation.  
Youth of Western Equatoria have come out to condemn the killings in Mundri.

President of the Western Equatoria sate Youth Union, Simple John, says the people responsible should be brought to book.  
Clip………………. Simple John 2
“On behalf of the youth of Western Equatoria state, I condemned the recent killing of our Executive director John Keliopa, Senior Wildlife officer and some of our youth in the recent conflict in Mundri West. Iam calling upon the government to stop this bloodshed and bring the perpetrators to justice and find the root cause of the conflict and Above all, we need peace”. 
We spoke with one of the displaced persons.  

He told Radio Miraya that he was hiding in a bush 9 miles out of town and describes the situation of the population, especially children as terrible.  

Clip…………………………IDP vox pop 3
“Right now as I talk to you I am in a bush, civilians here are really  suffering ,they are being rained on ,others are suffering from sicknesses and there is no way they can get medical  assistance .I cannot estimate the number of those displaced they are in thousands ,people are suffering here and the government has not taken care of the people ,we are suffering.”

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme – the WFP has temporarily suspended road movement along Central and Western Equatoria states following the shooting incidents in Mundri West County. 

WFP spokesperson, George Fominyen says their trucks were looted and drivers robbed of their personal belongings by unidentified armed men. 

Fominyen notes that this suspension has affected delivery of much needed humanitarian assistance to four states.
Clip……….………. George Fominyen 4
“In the past three days identified armed men around Mundri have looted WFP trucks and commercials trucks hired by WFP. The trucks were attacked on the road between central equatorial and Western Equatoria state while carrying food towards Warrap, Western Bahr el Ghazal and Unity states. We are still determining the exact amount of that was stolen but we believe it is an important amount of food and WFP condemns in the strongest possible term the theft of this urgently needed humanitarian assistance.” 

WFP says 15 of its trucks and 30 commercial trucks hired by them and other organizations are now stranded on the main supply route.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The International Committee of the Red Cross – the ICRC, is slowly resuming operations in Leer, a week after it suspended work there on account of renewed fighting between government and opposition forces. 
ICRC officials visited Leer over the weekend to assess the situation and witnessed destroyed and several houses burnt to the ground. 

Jason Straziuso, the ICRC East Africa spokesman says the organization will fly in humanitarian assistance as it works towards rebuilding its offices that were looted and damaged during the fighting.  

Clip…………………….Jason Straziuso 5
“On Tuesday we hope to fly in a plane load of assistance materials including food, of course we don’t know how many people have returned to Leer by now, but we would like to assist 1,000 households which is about 5,000-6,000 people with some food assistance, and for those that need it maybe some tarpaulins or materials to help them shelter.  Our compounded, the ICRC office was unfortunately looted during the period so now we don’t have any furniture.  There was some small damage to our warehouse tent and we have to start rebuilding that so that we can restart our activities in the coming weeks there.”

In Northern Barh el Ghazal, the state minister of health has stressed the importance of nurses and midwives in bringing down the state’s high maternal mortality rates.  

Northern Barh el-Ghazal has the highest maternal mortality rate in the country, standing at 2,182 for every 100-thousand live births – that’s according to the National Bureau of Statistics.  

The State minister for health Tong Deng Anei visited Aweil state hospital and urged the nurses to play their role in reducing maternal mortality. 

Clip………………………..Tong Deng Anei 6
“You are the ones keeping our lives. The patients that are here in the hospital, cannot survive if you are not there, this is the reality. You are the ones with the patient throughout and our work, our work here as the ministry of health relies on you because you are the ones taking care of the patients. If you don’t take care of these small children, the mothers, and the pregnant women, then there will be no future. So these are the people that we need to take care of and what I want to pass to you, the nurses and midwives in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, I want to tell you that this state is the state with the high maternity rate, very high maternity rate in the country and we are committed with all of you we are committed to make sure that this high maternity rate reduced
Consultations are underway on developing an effective Population and Development Strategy beyond 2015.  

A one day consultative forum will be held in Juba tomorrow to map out options for development.

The discussions are a follow up to resolutions reached at the International Conference on Population and Development, or ICPD in 1984.  

The consultations are being steered by the National Bureau of statistics with support from the UN Population Fund – UNFPA.  Isaiah Chol, Chairperson of the Bureau of Statistics says the forum will come up with priority areas for development.

Clip………………..Isaiah Chol 7
“The ideas is south Sudan has to come up with its own national priority based on the recommendation and finding of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) so we will hold it under the theme South Sudan the future we want, what is that we want as people of South Sudan, how would like it to be we are not expected to be at war always, we are expected to be at peace, we are expected to be a prosperous nation if we all work for it so it’s time for us to come together and agree on how do we want south Sudan to be”

UNFPA Country representative, Barnabas Isa says specific areas of focus have been identified.  

Clip………….. Baranabas Isa 8
“The committee that has planned the forum has identified specific area of focus some of which include looking at the economy of this country and trying to discuss the current outlook, the challenges, the opportunities and the prospects, the other areas which the communities has identified is the health sector with special focus on women, children and vulnerable population, it is a turning point in the case of looking at south Sudan today and what south Sudan would like to be in the future”

Internally Displaced Persons who have lost touch with their families are being given the chance to reconnect, through a satellite phone call service. 

UN Refugee agency UNHCR is providing the call services to help the IDPs in Protection of Civilian sites talk with their relatives across the conflict frontlines.

Marai Serente, the UNHCR IDP protection officer says the agency has so far facilitated more than 100 satellite calls.

Clip………………………….. Marai Serente 9
“So far we have conducted 110 phone calls as up to date, so we hope to do more.  These phone calls are provided with a 10 minute time slot; there is always also a UNHCR National and International staff present during the phone calls to monitor the time as well as the usage of the assets and the information as well.  And normally displaced persons often base their coping strategies on the information available to them.”

And in regional news, Police in Kenya have been involved in a fierce gun battle with militant Islamists in north-eastern Garissa County, leaving one officer wounded. 

A government spokesperson says the al-Shabab militants had ambushed the police near Yumbis town in Garissa County.

The official has dismissed as propaganda al-Shabab's claim that at least 20 policemen were killed in the attack. 

Al-Shabab is a Somalia-based group which has stepped up attacks in Kenya. 

In April, it carried out a siege on Garissa University College and 148 people were killed.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Parliament summons key security ministers over Mundri 

· ICRC resumes humanitarian operations in Leer, Unity state
AND 

· Government to consult on post-2015 National development agenda
And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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