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27 May 2015 
Good Evening its 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo 
The Headlines

· Food security report paints bleak picture for South Sudan 

· Parliament clamps down on absentee MPs

AND 

· Cracking down on insecurity: Police deploy along Juba-Yei and Juba-Kajo Keji roads

The Ministry of Agriculture has released a report on food security, forecasting deepening food insecurity in the country.

The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, also known as the IPC, projects that an estimated 4.6 million people will become severely food insecure between May and July this year.  

The report says the situation has been made worse by the conflict and the economic crisis that has reduced stocks and diminished purchasing powers.   

Agriculture Minister Beda Machar says currently there are 3.7 million people in the country at emergency food insecurity levels.  

Machar appeals for assistance.

Clip……………………………. Beda Machar 1

“I appeal to you all the development partners to work with me and my team, we need to move these tractors to the state should there be any support that you can also render because the same people whom you are supporting and we are supporting in the rural area are the same people we are also supporting with our programs, these tractors will make our work very easy, we will keep our population busy it will keep our population working it will keep our population instead of working from the rural area to town now they will start to move from town to rural areas because production is going to be very high”

The IPC is a standardized scale that integrates food security, nutrition and livelihood information to gauge the nature and severity of a crisis and implications for strategic response.

Tough measures are being introduced to deal with absenteeism in Parliament.  

This was after the chief whip, Tulio Odongi noted that many Parliamentarians belonging to the ruling SPLM party do not attend sittings, while others sign the attendance sheet and leave. 

Odongi says the Parliament administration is introducing stricter registration rules to deal with the absentee MPs.  

Clip………………………………….. Tulio Odongi 2

“There is now laxity among the members not to attend proceedings of this House. This has been brought to the attention of the administration of parliament and they are aware of that. As from now on ward there will be two registrations in this house both at the gate and inside. The one at the inside one will start at 12:30 until 1:30. So those who come in order to register their presence and disappear  we have already develop a roaster and it is in the office that we will be collecting attendance of every member in this house and make sure proceeding will brought to bear on individual who absent himselve without permission”

Some MPs expressed difficulty in transport on account of the fuel crisis, while others said they were demanding for unpaid sitting allowances.  

Speaker of the assembly Mark Nypouch criticized the MPs and cautioned them to do their jobs.

Clip…………………. Mark Nypouch 3

“Yes it true that the sitting allowance  has been there, the committee money has not been brought and so on. We know quite well what is happening but we cannot again say because we are having no sitting allowance we are going on strike as MPs not to attend the house as MPs  you endure so  ever it is  you cannot go on strike and said in that case I am not receiving sitting allowance  Am not attaining to my duty.  That will be for the first time in the world to hear that MPs have gone strike because of allowances. We must endure and our things will come. Let us endure and let us do our job to the Nation”

Still in the House, the MPs have ratified the convention on the protection and promotion of cultural diversity 2015. 

Combined forces have been deployed along the Juba-Yei road following repeated incidents of robbery. 

The latest was an ambush of a convoy of prison officers returning from the burial of a colleague in Loka, Lainya County. 

Police spokesperson, Col Monday Enoka tells Radio Miraya that the criminals have shifted their operations to the Juba- Kajokeji road, ambushing travelers along the route. 

Enoka says a force from Criminal Investigation Department, the CID, has been deployed to the affected routes. 

Clip…………………………Monday Enoka 4
“As I talk now, the CID have been deployed in the Juba-Yei road and the Juba Kajokeji road actually to actually comb the area from these wrong elements. Some unknown gunmen were actually stopping buses and searching people taking properties including money and mobile phones.  So the commission of Central Equatoria sent combined force there, and the road is being cleared; now the Juba Yei road is safe. The criminals shifted to Kajokeji road also robbing people and the police commissioner of central Equatoria sent police there.” 
Five Sudanese refugees have been arrested with a cattle raid in Maban County, of Upper Nile State.  

The suspects are said to have attacked Falatta nomads in Maban, leaving one cattle keeper dead and three other people wounded. 

Maban County Commissioner, John Ebo says Police has been sent to investigate the incident.  

Clip……………………….John 5
“I received  reports of an armed group  who attacked Al Falatta and looted cattle, I sent a  team of  police  to the area to investigate the incident when the police arrived  they were fired at, the police  fired back and arrested  them but when the criminal attacked Al Falata they  killed one and wounded three.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Clashes between rival clans in the Greater Gorgial area of Warrap State have claimed the lives of up to 18 people.  

The clashes started on the 14th of this month between the Apuk and Aguok sections of Gogrial East and Gogrial West counties, over control of grazing areas along the River Nyinagoth.  

Deputy Governor Akec Tong Aleu says the security has been deployed and calm has been restored. 

On the humanitarian situation, the Deputy Governor says there is severe hunger and is appealing for humanitarian assistance.  He says populations are surviving on coconuts.  

Clip…………………………. Tong Aleu humanitarian 6
“Yes, you know that there is this coconut – Now they are eating coconut over all – there is no food exactly. Even we now we are facing problem, we are getting a meal one a day with these forces – there is no food at all. They population are suffering and there is no food in the area we are in now. They little they have, some are being looted by those who are fighting – so now there is an issue that need humanitarians assistance for these people”       

Still in Warrap, older Populations in more than 200 households in Warrap State will benefit from a 3-year food and nutritional support project by Help Age International charity organization. 

The selected elderly will be provided with food vouchers and or food baskets. The project was launched in Juba today (Wednesday). 

Another 600 households will also receive training on nutrition and will learn how to establish food gardens. 

Jamillah Mwanjisi, the Head of Policy, Advocacy and Community in Help Age International spoke to Radio Miraya about the project.  
Clip………………..Mwanjisi 7
“So the food aid will be in two different ways; for those who are mobile and healthy enough to get off their bed and to go and look for food they will get a food voucher; and for those who are either too elderly or weak to move around they will get food basket of most of the basic food staff to sustain their lives.”

Long and sustained approaches are needed to address increasing rates of malnutrition.  

The International Rescue Committee, the IRC, has released a report indicating alarming rates of malnutrition for children and vulnerable mothers, worsened by the ongoing conflict.  

The report says humanitarian response teams should explore new and creative ways of delivering nutritional treatment. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya today, Barak Kinanga, the IRC coordinator for economic, recovery and development says more steps need to be taken to address the issue.

Clip……………………………….. Barak Kinanga 8
‘It is the parties to the conflict to realize there is a problem that is affecting the population ,we humanitarian actors as well has the opportunity to continue giving assistance and also supporting and also for the donors to also avail more resources to basically support this initiative to ensure that we are fighting this malnutrition so it is not really like a one party issue but is  an issue that can be fought by all the players but what is more critical is space  for this initiatives to happen  to be provided.”

The international Rescue Committee says most parts of the country have been affected by malnutrition, with the Greater Upper Nile region being the most affected. 

Farmers in Upper Nile state are worried that they may miss this planting season, as they wait for the delivery of tractors and farming tools from the National government. 

The farmers say they are ready to start cultivation but need the tractors, fuel and fertilizers to prepare their gardens.  

Chairperson of the State farmers Union, Al-Fadil Deng Kiir says the State minister of Agriculture is in Juba to follow up with the National Ministry. 
Clip…………………….Alfadil Deng Kiir 9
“We are waiting the transportation of those tractors and transfer of Gasoline and Fertilizers. The earlier we provide the needs for farmers it will help them for the coming farming season. Now all farmers are ready as I am speaking we have a very heavy rain and this is a big blessing but we urge the National government or the National Ministry of Agriculture and other concern Authorities to hurry the delivery of these tractors and fuel in a timely manner, this will be better so we can get into the agricultural season with completed preparations”.  

Last week the Minister of Agriculture, Beda Machar Deng informed the National Legislative Assembly that the 1,000 tractors that were recently unveiled by the President would be distributed through mechanical centers.  

The Minister said distribution would start once the 22 centers have been established.  

And in Nigeria, UNICEF says there has been a sharp increase in the use of women and children in suicide attacks.   

The UN Children’s Organisation says Boko Haram militants battling government forces in North-eastern Nigeria are exploiting vulnerable children who are unaccompanied and displaced.  

UNICEF says the terrorists are using women and children because it is easier for them to escape security checks.  UNICEF's Laurent Dutordoir says targets have included crowded markets, bus stations and schools.

Clip…………………….. Laurent Dutordoir 10
"At least 75 per cent of the cases, we have strong indications that those attacks were carried out by women and children. We have nine documented cases for 2014 and 2015 in which children aged between seven and 17 were used as child suicide bombers, all of them girls."

UNICEF says there have already been 27 suicide attacks in Nigeria the first five months of this year, compared with just 26 in the whole of 2014.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Food security report paints bleak picture for South Sudan 

· Parliament clamps down on absentee MPs

AND 

· Cracking down on insecurity: Police deploy along Juba-Yei and Juba-Kajo Keji roads

And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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