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29 May 2015 
Good afternoon its 1 o’clock I’m David Lukan  
The Headlines

· Defense minister speaks out on reports of misbehaving soldiers in Mundri unrest 

· UN Security Council approves draft resolution on the extension of UNMISS mandate 
And 

· Bridging the gap; JICA says progress is being made in the construction of Juba freedom bridge 
The Minister of Defence says he is waiting for a report from his field commanders on the unrest in Mundri, Western Equatoria State.

Kuol Manyang Juuk was reacting to reports that some SPLA soldiers were involved in the insecurity that has hit Mundri West over the past few days.  

The Minister told Radio Miraya exclusively that he could not confirm the reports that soldiers have targeted civilians, but says measures would be taken against any soldier found to be responsible.

Clip………………….. Manyang Juuk 1

“I am yet to receive the report or response from the army, I am in Juba and what is happening is there Mundri, the commander of the division has gone to Mundri and the chief of general staff is following up the matter. I don’t know this is one party report so we will get the other report. Yes the army is   to support or to say to protect the population and the land and if there is violation of that then measures will be taken against that individual or individuals.”

The Governor of Western Equatoria State is asking the organized forces to target their security operations towards suspects of the unrest in Mundri West. 

In a statement to the media on Thursday, Joseph Bangasi Bakosoro said the citizens of Mundri are concerned about the disturbance that has befallen the county over the past week.  

Bakosoro is calling for a thorough investigation into the situation.

Clip…………………………..Bakosoro Mundri 2
“If there are rebel movement that has taken place within WES then what I will request from our soldiers is to targets those rebels rather than civilians and their properties. When Riek rebelled, I think our forces were targeting where he is with his forces, there is no need to go into town to begin looting the properties of innocent citizens who are not rebels. I am grateful for the people of WES for their patience and to some of our SPLA who went to rescue the situation in a peaceful manner, I am happy about that. And I am asking all our security organs, to keep calm and return to their barracks and wait for any investigation that may take place soon or later” 

The United Nations Security Council has approved a draft resolution extending the mandate of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS.  

The mandate will be extended till 30 November 2015.  

The resolution reaffirms the UNMISS mandate to protect civilians in South Sudan, monitor and investigate human rights abuses, create the conditions conducive to the delivery of humanitarian assistance as well as support the implementation of the cessation of hostilities agreement signed by the warring parties in the country. 

It further authorized the peace keepers to use “all necessary means” to perform their duties and tasks in implementation of the mandate. 

The Council also urged the African Union to release and make public a report by its Commission of Inquiry on atrocities committed in South Sudan by the warring parties.

Commemorations are being held across the world to mark International Day of Peacekeepers.  The 29th of May is been set aside by the United Nations every year, to honor the people who have committed their lives to building and ensuring peace across the globe.  

Here in South Sudan, the UN Head of Mission in South Sudan Ellen Margrethe Loej assures the people of the mission’s commitment to fostering peace.  

Clip…………………..SRSG Loej IPKD 3

“To the people of South Sudan, I want to assure you of my personal commitment and of the commitment of the UN Mission to support all efforts to lasting peace in South Sudan.  As I speak to you today, UNMISS is protecting around 130,000 civilians sheltered within our PoC sites, furthermore UNMISS seeks to provide protection to civilians in other areas and promote resolution of inter-communal conflicts.  Today, I reaffirm the commitment of UNMISS to the cause of peace in South Sudan.”

In Warrap, Deputy State Governor, Akec Tong Aleu appreciated the role of the UN Mission in protecting civilians and fostering peace.  Tong Aleu was speaking at a formal ceremony to mark the day in the state capital Kuajock.  

Clip…………………Akec Tong Aleu 4

“As a peacekeeping in South Sudan they lose their live – they leave their families behind and the come and help people of South Sudan- such that the see into it that the peace is restore back to South Sudan. I will like to thank you on that and iam really happy because without maybe the people of South Sudan lose thousands of live, are now in live because of peace keepers in South Sudan – without you maybe those peoples will not be in live at the moment, especially in Warrap here you move day and night making patrolling, working with the government hand to hand making sure that people are safe.” 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon in his message says peacekeepers are faced with modern threats in the face of new global realities.  

The Secretary General says to meet these new challenges, peacekeeping is modernizing operations, introducing new technologies, broadening its base of contributors and strengthening partnerships with regional organizations. 

This year’s International Day of UN Peacekeepers falls during the 70th anniversary of the United Nations.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, one Indian peacekeeper was injured after stray bullets landed in the UN Mission compound in Malakal – Upper Nile.  The UN Mission says the military peacekeeper was wounded and is currently being treated, and reported to be in a stable condition, in the UNMISS hospital. The incident was a result of sporadic firing outside the UNMISS compound.

The next round of talks between the government and the opposition has been set for the 8 June.  

The talks will see a broader structure of stakeholders known as the ‘IGAD-plus framework’ to include 5 heads of state representing the different regions of Africa.  

The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says the government has accepted the inclusion of the regional heads, but has rejected proposals by IGAD mediators to involve the TROIKA which includes the United States, the United Kingdom and Norway.

Ateny says the government’s position was communicated by President Salva Kiir during a visit by the foreign affairs ministers of Ethiopia and Kenya on Wednesday. 

Clip……………………Ateny Wek 5

“The foreign ministers and the President agreed that on the 8th of June there will be one plus two from each side meeting in Addis Ababa; that is the chief negotiator plus other two on the government side and the chief negotiator on the rebel side with other two – they will be meeting in Addis Ababa on the 8th and their meeting will pave the way for the summit of the Heads of State and Government of IGAD which will be discussing South Sudan. So the President gave the go ahead on the issue of the African heads of state because the President believes it is an Afican solution for African problems but he gave his reservations for the inclusion of TROIKA”. 

Ateny says the foreign ministers also discussed a government proposal to use the Arusha intra-party agreement as a basis document for the next round of talks.  

However, The Australian Ambassador to South Sudan, Mark Sawers says it is important the TROIKA states play a positive and active role in the next round of talks. 

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya today, he says their inclusion would allow greater transparency to the talks
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“it’s the idea that those negotiations need to be conducted with a clear sense that the entire international community is interested in them and focused on them. And the entire international community needs to be clear about who is saying what and who is delivering on what. The TROIKA is very important because, just at one level it represents the countries that are paying a very substantial amount of their national treasure to support the people of South Sudan and in a sense they have quite an important stake. We would want to see as positive and active role as possible for the TROIKA in that process.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Progress is being made to start actual construction work of the freedom bridge in Juba. Construction of the 560 meter bridge across the River Nile was launched by President Salva Kiir in March this year. 

The Japan International Cooperation Agency – JICA is currently working on a temporary structure that will be used during construction of the actual bridge. 

 JICA country Director, Mitsuaki Furukawa says the temporary bridge will be completed by the end of July. He says building of the actual bridge will start once the temporary structure is completed.  

Clip………..………………….Mitsuaki Furukawa 7
“We had ground breaking ceremony for the last march on 19th for the construction of Freedom Bridge and since then they are making efforts to construct the actual constructions. First of all we need to construct the temporally bridge for the constructions.”

  

The Japanese government provided grant assistance of 90 million US dollars for the freedom bridge project which is expected to be completed in 2018. It is expected the bridge will ease traffic congestion and improve access to the National Capital.

Northern Barh el-Ghazal is positioning itself to become a major rice producer. 

The State Minister for Agriculture, Lual Dau Marach says farmers are being encouraged to use mechanized equipment such as ox-ploughs to step up production.  

Dau Marach says the Aweil rice scheme, which receives funding from the State and National government, has the capacity to grow and supply national and regional markets.  

Clip……….………. Lual Dau Marach 8
“The rice scheme if we were to be successful I can assure you that the whole republic of south Sudan will be sufficient of rice so we will not be able to import rice from outside in fact we will be export rice to other countries so that is one expect. Another expects is that Comprehensive Agricultural Master plan CHAMP can be connected with mechanization like sorghum we have a huge agriculture scheme call tonj chol there is need when you connect the ministry of infrastructure that area is very difficult to access so there is need to have road that connects Tonj chol the production area to where there is market and consumption.”

The Minister was speaking at forum in Juba that was called to discuss a National Agricultural Master plan. 

In regional news, Nigerian President elect, Muhammadu Buhari will officially take office today.  
Buhari takes over from Goodluck Jonathan after beating him in what has been described as the country’s toughest presidential poll on March 28.
The inauguration ceremony will usher Buhari in as the country’s Fifth Executive President. 
And, Football governing body FIFA holds its congress today to elect a new President. 

The 209 members representing the different football confederations will cast their votes at the congress in Zurich, Switzerland amid a huge corruption scandal.
The vote comes two days after seven top officials were held in Zurich in a US fraud inquiry that indicted 14 people.

Sepp Blatter is seeking a fifth term. His only challenger is Prince Ali bin al-Hussein of Jordan.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again

· Defense minister speaks out on reports of misbehaving soldiers in Mundri unrest 

· UN Security Council authorizes extension of UNMISS mandate 
And 

· Bridging the gap; JICA says progress is being made in the construction of Juba freedom bridge 
And that’s Radio Miraya News.
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