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Good morning, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Lwak Nelson.
The Headlines
· Parliamentarians pledge to connect people with democracy

· Asylum seekers arrive in Western Equatoria state

· Bodies of Ugandan soldiers killed in Somalia al-Shabab attack flown home

The speaker of the national legislative assembly, Manasseh Magok Rundial, says the peace deal signed at the end of August in South Sudan will allow the nation to focus on development.

The speaker was in New York to attend the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament, which ended on Wednesday.

He however says government expects more challenges in terms of sustainable development.

Rundial: “Now the oil has stopped we have no source of getting money and the only source of getting something will be from our friends. Our friends will have to side and stand with us such that we have the challenges and we address all those problems that are facing us.”
Meanwhile, Parliamentary leaders from across the globe have pledged to do their part to connect people with democracy.

The pledge was made at the conclusion of the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament which ended in New York on Wednesday.

Parliamentarians from nearly 140 countries said they want to build a just world for all people.

Saber Chowdhury is president of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) which organized the three-day conference.

Chowdhury: “We have much to do, and we at the IPU are ready, willing and able to do our part and work with you in turning this very ambitious agenda, this vision of a brave new world, into reality through the declaration that we have just adopted.”
An economics expert has cautioned the Government of South Sudan to diversify its economy and pave way for the much-needed economic recovery.

Kenyi Spencer said South Sudan has a very good economic outlook if the available resources like honey, timber and clay are utilized for economic benefits.

Spencer: “There is a lot of honey all over the place. We could put that honey in a central place, process it and open a niche market for it out there. Even if we only sell it to one or two countries in Europe that can bring in something. And if we are here waiting for the oil to give us solace then forget it. The only thing is let us use the environment which is relatively safe and peaceful to start producing something.”

Meanwhile, a coin currency -- the piaster -- which was expected to enter into the money market is being rejected by the business community in Juba.

Dr Kenyi Spencer explains why the piaster coins are not a viable legal tender right now.

Spencer: “As long as there are no commodities that can absorb coins then the coins cannot make any sense in the business. Because with the imported materials, normally imported materials are a little more expensive than the locally produced materials. Simply because we don’t have any local produce, the coins are simply redundant.”
More than 100 asylum seekers from Ethiopia and Eritrea have been received at Makpandu Refugees Settlement in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. 

The asylum seekers most of them with children were part of the more than 500 foreign nationals who have been living at the UN protection of civilians site in Juba, and now being relocated to new locations.

Radio Miraya reporter in Yambio spoke to some of the new arrivals in Western Equatoria state. 

Vox Pops: “We have been in the camp for quite some time and now when UNHCR offered us this option to come here to this part of the world we said ok. I said ok because I felt that UNHCR is going to protect me and is going to help me go to another place … I came here for the sake of my children, especially my young girl child. She can get medical attention, education and hopefully we can be resettled outside South Sudan to another country.”

Bernard Chamoux, head of UNHCR in Western Equatoria state, acknowledged this as the first time the refugee agency is hosting asylum seekers. He said some asylum seekers have opted to seek formal refugee status in South Sudan, and their applications will be subject to a refugee status determination process.

Chamoux: “In this state we mainly have refugees, prima facie recognized refugees from Congo and Central Africa Republic. They came as a group and they came for one reason all together now. For those particular who are not from these two countries they were not yet processed as refugees. So that is the reason why they are asylum seekers. They were requesting to be processed. Now they are here and step by step they will be processed to know if the reason that has pushed to come to South Sudan or they are in South Sudan and they cannot go back to their home country and the commission will decide if they get refugees status or not.”
A significant number of internally displaced persons have sought refuge at the UNMISS protection of civilians site in Bentiu 

UNMISS Spokesperson Joe Contreras says the month of August alone has seen a record increase in the number of IDPs seeking shelter at the PoC Site in Bentui. 

He attributes the increase in IDPs to shortage of food in some parts of Unity state. 

Contreras:  “Just in the month of August we received 10,602 new arrivals in the facility. A significant percentage of the new arrivals are coming simply because they have no access to food and they have been unable to plant any crops amidst the ongoing fighting and instability in Unity State. I will say it is a combination of two factors -- the actual fighting and food insecurity which have been totally devastated by the insecurity.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The newly appointed Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Akot Deng Akot, has urged politicians to support the implementation of the recently signed peace and work to promote unity and reconciliation.

Wek Kuc Deng, the State Minister of Information and Communications, said that the governor held his first official meeting to brief key officials in the state about his mission. 

Deng: “One point was to tell the people as a briefing that the comprehensive peace which was recently signed on 26 August in Juba by his Excellency President Kiir Mayardit that all of us in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State are to stand with his Excellency, the President of Southern Sudan. He also stressed on the unity, reconciliation and harmony among the people of Aweil who were having great differences, differences which were caused by the removal of Kuel Aguer Kuel, the former caretaker governor who was impeached.”
Lakes State Legislative Assembly has rejected a bill that seeks to upgrade Rumbek town to a municipality status.
Andrew Achijok Aya, Chairperson of the Adhoc Committee in parliament, says Rumbek town does not have the prerequisite for a municipality. 

He also says there is need to consult the people and seek presidential approval.

Ayak: “The bill actually could not warrant creation of a City Council because of the following. Actually there was no consent of the President because the warrant of establishment of each local government council shall be issued by the President of the republic. There was nothing attached in the memo. Also the population was below -- actually the population we found according to the census to 2010 -- it was 18,801. This is actually almost the population of a boma, not even a town council or rural council. So actually the bill lacks so many things that you cannot entertain as a bill. Nevertheless, we rejected the Bill on the grounds that there are things lacking which should be added in the Bill.” 
Lakes State Speaker Dhieu Wal Takpiny says the bill has been bounced back to a committee for further scrutiny.
Elsewhere, the bodies of 10 Ugandan soldiers killed in Somalia by militant Islamist group al-Shabab are being flown home.

The spokesperson of the Uganda People’s Defense forces, Paddy Ankunda, said the attack was a "game changer", and al-Shabab should expect an "appropriate response”.

Twelve Ugandan soldiers were killed in Tuesday's raid on an African Union (AU) base in southern Somalia. Al-Shabab said it had killed 70 AU troops.

Ugandan troops are part of a 22,000-strong AU force battling the militants.

And in sport
Durban will be the first African city to host the Commonwealth Games after being confirmed as the venue for 2022.

The announcement was made on Wednesday at the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) General Assembly in Auckland.

The Games will begin on 18 July, what would have been the 104th birthday of former South African president Nelson Mandela, and end on 30th July.

Athletes from more than 50 countries, most of which are former British colonies, are expected to compete.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Parliamentarians pledge to connect people with democracy

· Asylum seekers arrive in Western Equatoria state 
· Bodies of Ugandan Soldiers killed in Somalia al-Shabab attack flown home 
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