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Good evening it’s 5 o’clock I’m Lwak Nelson
The Headlines: 
· Government and opposition forces report ceasefire violations to IGAD 

· Parliamentarians pledge to connect people with democracy 

· Equatoria Guinea national football team arrives in Juba for African Cup of nations qualifier match with South Sudan
Recent clashes between government forces and armed opposition groups have been brought to the attention of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). 

Army spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says a government report has been sent to IGAD accusing the opposition of starting the fight.

Col Philip Aguer: “We have high ranking officer in the IGAD monitoring committee and he has tabled these violations before the IGAD committee; where the opposition forces ambushed SPLA barges that were heading to Malakal at Tonga area. The other violation was at Gabat area where Riek forces attacked an army location. The third violation was at Mirmir and Tharjath when the forces of Riek Machar ambushed a vehicle of the SPLA.”
Opposition forces spokesperson Col. William Gathkouth, on the other hand accuses government forces of starting the clashes. He says the opposition has also tabled the matter to the IGAD, African Union and the international community.

William Gathkouth: “We in the opposition have declared a strong position for peace and we thing the government doesn’t want peace; but we have accepted for the stake of the people who are suffering. We have therefore raised these violations to the IGAD Plus, and we also spoke to the African Union and the international community that there is no reason for the government to attack our positions again after our chairman Dr. Riek Machar announced before all that we are for peace and President Kiir also did the same.”

Earlier in New York, the speaker of the national legislative assembly, Manasseh Magok Rundial, said the peace deal signed at the end of August in South Sudan, will allow the nation to focus on development.

The speaker was in New York to attend the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament, which ended on Wednesday. He however says government expects more challenges in terms of sustainable development.

Manasseh Magok Rundial: “Now the oil has stopped we have no source of getting money and the only source of getting something will be from our friends our friends will have to side and stand with us such that we have that challenges and we address all those problems that are facing us.” 

Meanwhile, parliamentary leaders from across the globe have pledged to do their part to connect people with democracy.

The pledge was made at the conclusion of the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament which ended in New York on Wednesday.

Parliamentarians from nearly 140 countries said they want to build a just world for all people.

Saber Chowdhury is president of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) which organized the three-day conference.

Saber Chowdhury: “We have much to do, and we at the IPU are ready, willing and able to do our part and work with you in turning this very ambitious agenda, this vision of a brave new world, into reality through the declaration that we have just adopted.”

An economics expert has cautioned the Government to diversify its economy and pave way for the much needed economic recovery.

Kenyi Spencer said South Sudan has a very good economic outlook if only the available resources like honey, timber and clay are utilized for economic benefits.

Kenyi Spencer: “There is a lot of honey all over the place. We could put that honey in a central place, process it and open a niche market for it out there. Even if we only sell it to one all two countries in Europe, that can bring in something. If we are here waiting for the oil to give us solace then forget it. The only thing is let us use the environment which is relatively safe and peaceful to start producing something.”
Meanwhile, traders in Juba have rejected the Piaster, a coin currency which was expected to go into circulation.

Dr. Kenyi Spencer explains why the coins are not a viable legal tender for South Sudan.

Dr. Kenyi Spencer: “As long as there are no commodities that can absorb coins, then the coins cannot make any sense in the business because with the imported materials… Normally imported materials are a little more expensive than the locally produced materials. Simply because we don’t have any local produce, the coins are simply redundant.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
A significant number of internally displaced persons have sought refuge at the UNMISS protection of Civilian Site in Bentiu. 

UNMISS spokesperson Joe Contreras, says the month of August alone has seen a record increase in the number of IDPs seeking shelter at the PoC Site in Bentui. He attributes the increase in IDPs to shortage of food in some parts of Unity State. 

Joe Contreras: “Just in the month of August we received 10,602 new arrivals in the facility. A significant percentage of the new arrivals are coming simply because they have no access to food and they have been unable to plant any crops amidst the ongoing fighting and instability in Unity State. I will say it is a combination of two factors – the actual fighting and food insecurity.”

Concerns are being expressed over the deteriorating condition of roads in Nagero County. 

Authorities there say the state of the road between the County and the State Head Quarters is increasingly becoming difficult to access.

Nagero County Commissioner Joseph Minallah says traders can’t transport goods to the market and this has resulted into high prices.

Joseph Minallah: “Traders find it difficult to travel, purchase goods and take them to the country because of the roads. So you find that the little commodities that they have in their stores they try to raise the prices and here the local people, the civilians are the ones who suffer because of the high prices.”
The commissioner of Jur River County, Simon Athuai, has underscored the need to involve citizens in planning, monitoring and evaluation processes of local activities.

He said citizen involvement ensures ownership and sustainable development. He was speaking at the end of a two day training in on good governance and health care.

Simon Athuai: “I want to emphasize on sensitization on health care. HealthNet worked hard in Jur River Count. They distributed enough drugs. They opened many PHC in different payams, but those health centers are not being used by our people. Why? Because they are ignorant of using medication.”
The newly appointed Caretaker Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Akot Deng Akot has urged politicians to support the implementation of the recently signed peace and work to promote unity and reconciliation.

Wek Kuc Deng, the State Minister of Information and Communications, said that the governor held his first official meeting to brief key officials in the state about his mission. 

Elsewhere, the bodies of ten Ugandan soldiers killed in Somalia by militant Islamist group al-Shabab are being flown home.

The spokesperson of the Uganda People’s Defense Forces, Paddy Ankunda, said the attack was a "game changer", and al-Shabab should expect an "appropriate response”.

Twelve Ugandan soldiers were killed in Tuesday's raid on an African Union (AU) base in southern Somalia. Al-Shabab said it had killed 70 AU troops. Ugandan troops are part of a 22,000-strong AU force battling the militants.

In sports, Equatoria Guinea national football team have arrived in Juba this afternoon ahead African Cup of Nations qualifier game against Bright star.

The acting secretary general of South Sudan’s football association, Stanislaus Luwala, says the match between South Sudan Bright star and Equatoria Guinea will be played on Saturday starting at 0400pm.  

Stanislaus calls on Supporters of South Sudanese team to turn up to the Juba stadium to rally behind their team. 

This is the first ever international football match to be staged in South Sudan, since the Country gained independence. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government and opposition forces report ceasefire violations to IGAD 

· Parliamentarians pledge to connect people with democracy 

· Equatoria Guinea national football team arrives in Juba for African Cup of nations qualifier match with South Sudan

Radio Miraya News.
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