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4 September 2015 

Good Afternoon it is 0100 o’clock I’m Lwak Nelson
The Headlines:
· IGAD calls off workshop on implementation of peace agreement 

· UN Security Council to discuss recent ceasefire violations in South Sudan 

· South Sudan launches Smart Card Work Permit 
The IGAD workshop scheduled for 5th September 2015 in Addis Ababa has been called off.

IGAD notified government via email yesterday, citing the delay in collating participants list and logistical problems, as the reasons behind its decision

The workshop was to focus on the implementation of the Permanent Ceasefire between the government and the opposition.

Speaking to the press in Juba this morning, Information Minister Michael Makuei called on IGAD to fast track the workshop   for proper implementation of the permanent cease fire arrangement.

Michael Makuei: “In this workshop they are supposed to declare the disposition of the forces down to the battalion level. After declaration then you establish demilitarized areas. You separate the forces the forces that are in combat in the theatre of operation. You separate them and based on that you will be in position to establish what is known as demilitarized zone. Then you establish also the route of withdrawal and you also establish the containment and assembly areas. All this – if they are not done you can’t talk of effective permanent ceasefire.”
Meanwhile Makuei said the Compromise Peace Agreement is to be tabled before the parliament next week for ratification 

Michael Makuei: “This agreement will be discussed today by the cabinet and thereafter it will be tabled before the Parliament because the agreement says this agreement should be tabled before the Parliament within seven days from the date of signature for adoption. We have not tabled it because a very strange thing happened when the president signed the agreement. All the signed copies were taken by IGAD and they went back to Addis with them it was the day before yesterday that they brought it to us.”

In another development, Vice President James Wani Igga, has called on the government to do more to raise awareness about the recently signed compromise peace agreement.

The call comes amid rising concerns that the peace agreement has not been well-acknowledged or recognized by the general public.

The vice president warned that failure to raise awareness will pave way for misinterpretation of this agreement. 

Wani Igga: “It is our duty to disseminate the right information to the people so that history does not judge us harshly. If we are divided over this agreement because of the different interpretations or because of different personal interests, we are then finished. So please whatever your reservations let them be the reservations that we are all committed to for record purposes, but the overall result should be that we support the agreement. Our people have suffered more than necessary they need a breathing space it is time for our people, they need happiness, and they need development, they need services.”

The UN Security Council meets today to discuss the recent ceasefire violations reported in Unity and Upper Nile states.

Radio Miraya understands that the 15-member council will meet behind closed doors at the request of the United States government.

The US government has presented a draft UN resolution imposing an arms embargo and targeted sanctions on individuals who block provisions of the peace accord.

South Sudan has launched its new smart card work permit, to ease fast track the employment permit scheme under the Ministry of Labor and public service.

Vice President Wani Igga launched the smart card on Thursday. He said the card should be used effectively to improve revenue collection.

Wani Igga: “The aim of this is improving revenue collection in addition to other advantages. It is really targeting improvement of revenue collection which means taxation of course. Simple, taxation is that you are taking money from the individual to the government, full stop.”
The Minister of Labor, Public Service and Human Resource Development, Ngor Kolong Ngor said the Smart card work permit will stop forgeries by people seeking to work in South Sudan. 

Ngor Kolong Ngor: “The smart card will deter many problem like malpractice faking of the work permit and also to generate the personal income tax. South Sudan is the only country that does not tax aliens. We are going to make efficiency work for our people and all the aliens working in this country.” 

The Japanese Ambassador to South Sudan, Kiya Masahiko, ceremoniously broke ground Thursday in Mingkaman on a Japanese-funded  $4.1-million project to build a new river port on the River Nile.

The Ambassador said the construction of the river port and drainage system in Mingkaman is part of his country’s strategy, to support humanitarian work and development in South Sudan.

Kiya Masahiko: “We decided to support the river port here in Mingkaman and a drainage system. This is the project which combines the humanitarian support and development support so by opening up this river port I hope that humanitarian goods are coming in and sent out but it will be serving the people here for many years to come.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
Concerns are being expressed over the deteriorating condition of roads in Nagero County. 

Authorities there say, the state of the road between the County and the State Head Quarters is increasingly becoming difficult to access.

Nagero County Commissioner, Joseph Minallah, says traders can’t transport goods to the market and this has resulted into high prices.

Joseph Minallah: “Traders find it difficult to travel, purchase goods and take them to the country because of the roads. So you find that the little commodities that they have in their stores they try to raise the prices and here the local people, the civilians are the ones who suffer because of the high prices.”
The commissioner of Jur River County, Simon Athuai, has underscored the need to involve citizens in planning, monitoring and evaluation processes of local activities.

He said citizen involvement ensures ownership and sustainable development. 

He was speaking at the end of a two day training in on good governance and health care.

Simon Athuai: “I want to emphasize on sensitization on health care, Health net worked hard in Jur River County, they distributed enough drugs, they opened many PHC in different payams, but those health centers are not being used by our people, why because they are ignorant of using medication.”
Elsewhere, at least 19 people have been killed and 140 wounded in two bomb attacks in northern Cameroon.

The blasts happened in the Kerawa region, where Cameroon's army is fighting Nigeria's Boko Haram militants.

There has been a spate of recent attacks in northern Cameroon blamed on jihadists from Boko Haram.

The authorities in August said that the militants are believed to enter Cameroon disguised as refugees.

Boko Haram fighters were accused of a series of suicide bombings in the northern town of Maroua, that killed dozens of people in July.
In sports, football fans everywhere are looking forward to the African Cup of Nations qualifier game against Bright star this Saturday.

The acting secretary general of South Sudan’s football association, Stanislaus Luwala, says the match between South 
Sudan Bright star and Equatoria Guinea will be played on Saturday starting at 0400pm.  

Scores of fans have been struggling to predict the outcomes of Saturday’s game.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· IGAD calls off workshop on implementation of peace agreement 

· UN Security Council to discuss recent ceasefire violations in South Sudan 

· South Sudan launches Smart Card Work Permit 
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