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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Weekend shooting in Yambio leave four people dead
· Weak justice system leaves more than 500 young men languishing in Rumbek prison 

· EU contributes €5.5 million to support the children of South Sudan

Four people were gunned down in two separate incidents in Yambio, bringing the number of people killed in recent weeks to eleven.

Suspected gunmen attacked a woman and her children, killed her and one of her child and wounded the other two.

In another incident on Friday, gunmen attacked a man and his wife, gunned them down and set their bodies ablaze. 
This incident occurred 200 meters away from the first scene of incident in Timbiro residential area in Yambio town.

Yambio County Commissioner Hussein Enocka describes these incidents as regrettable.

Hussein Enoka: “I am really very sad for all the incidences that have been happening in Yambio all this time. Killings burning, shootings by unknown gun group in this County. Until yesterday the dead were nine and this night was two, which makes the total of eleven people being killed. This life we did not have it before.  It is something which is really new to us as leaders of this state. There is already a committee being formed in order to address all these incidents. All the events that have been taking places if you follow it, it is revenge results which is going on. We really condemn this behavior. We don’t want it to continue.”         

More than 500 young men remain stranded in Rumbek Prison  in Lakes state due to lack of Judges  to try their cases.

Majority of the suspects are linked to crimes ranging from cattle raids to road ambushes and revenge killings.

Our reporter Mageng Wade Deng says the security advisor has confirmed that the youths are stranded in Rumbek prison.

Mageng Wade: “Over the weekend I managed to interact with the security advisor who told me that Rumbek Prison is full with more than 500 youths who were arrested on multiple charges. 30 of these were sentenced to the death penalty and the rest have not been tried or investigated , some have been investigated but awaiting trial.” 

Still in Lakes state, authorities there have stepped up a campaign to control the rampant  killings in some parts of the state.

The Lakes State Security Advisor, Marial Amoum Malek, says the authorities have been testing new messages calling for an end to the massive deaths in the state.

Marial Amoum Malek: “The commitment of the state government is to tell our people that no more deaths to our citizens this time. We went to the cattle camp, we went to the villages, talking to group of youths, talking to the chiefs, talking to women, talking to everybody giving them this message that we don’t want more deaths even for more person, our priority now is to completely stop the issue of killing one another.” 

A peace agreement sensitization manual has been launched in Juba to raise awareness about the peace agreement that was signed recently to bring peace and stability in South Sudan.

Community Empowermentr for Progress Organization (CEPO) Executive Director Edmond Yakani told Radio Miraya that citizens will be sensitized about the negotiation and mediation processes.

He explains what security and demilitarization is one of the most important issues that demand more awareness.

Edmond Yakani: “I think one of the most important chapters there is the security arrangements which is around the permanent ceasefire and the period given for two armies to remain separated before they can be unified to become one army and then the language of the demilitarization of Juba because we get from the public opinion that people are asking if Juba is to be demilitarized at 25kms, what about the people outside the 25kms who will cater for them, who will provide them security or are we encouraging them to immigrate from where they are to the distance inside Juba so they live within the demilitarised area and feel protected.”
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has given foreign nationals remaining at the protection-of-civilians site in Juba, to vacate the premises immediately and peacefully. 

The PoC site where the remaining 233 foreign nationals are staying will be closed today Monday 7 September.

The Acting Spokesperson of the UN mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras, says the PoC Facility for foreign nationals is no longer needed.

Joe Contreras: “We have been in constant contact with the remaining foreign nationals on a daily basis explaining to them that services of humanitarian nature have been cut off. There will no longer be deliveries of free food or sanitation facilities or medical treatment and we have done everything possible to get our message across that this facility is no longer needed for them because the security situation in the national capital has changed very drastically from the opening days of the conflict.” 

More than 240 foreign nationals have been relocated from the protection-of-civilians (PoC) site to locations in Juba Town, Yambio Town and the Makpandu refugee settlement in the Western Equatoria State capital. 

Meanwhile, the European Commission has announced a 5.5 million euros contribution to support UNICEF implement its operations in South Sudan.

The EU funding will cover interventions in the areas of Nutrition, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene and Child Protection. 

Jean-Louis De Brouwer, Operations Director in the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Department of the European Commission, said the  new funding, will give  UNICEF the means to respond to the many emergencies in South Sudan and to bring down malnutrition and disease rates among children.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
The Ministry of Education National Ministry of Education, Science and Technology plans to phase out foreign based curriculum and replace it with the South Sudan curriculum.

This is part of the steps that will follow the launch of a national curriculum for South Sudan tomorrow.

The Director General, Androga Avelino, says the foreign curriculums will be replaced by a homegrown curriculum that focuses on early childhood development and accelerated learning programme and community girls schools.

Androga Avelino: “The foreign curriculums from the neighbours and from Sudan and East Africa… These are curriculum developed for those countries. They are not meeting our exact needs of South Sudan. Any country must develop its own curriculum to meet its needs, and there are some areas which are common. For instance for our case our emphasis now is peace and harmony, national unity and development, therefore those who are sitting other examinations from neighbouring countries or using curriculum from neighbouring countries, eventually they will get out.” 

More than 1000 Primary Eight pupils in Western Equatoria State are sitting their mock exams.

Eight out of ten counties in the state have posted their children for the mock exams.

Western Equatoria State Education Minister, Pia Phillip, explains why the mock exams are important.

Pia Philip: “This mock exams is important in two ways. Number one it is a shakeup and a preparation for our children. Number two and most critical is that this year we introduced the naming, the way the children should write their names we want to get rid of this clumsy naming where a child is called James Philip, Peter John, Wesley Brown, this makes the children to lose their identity, they lose the connection with the grandparents.” 

Nutritionists have expressed concern over the high rate of malnutrition in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.

The state will be host to WFP and UNICEF on Wednesday as the two UN agencies launch the scale up nutrition strategy in Aweil.

Darline Raphael, head of Nutrition, at WFP South Sudan says the launch of the nutrition strategy in Aweil is a stark reminder that the state is at the same level with area affected by malnutrition.

Darline Raphael: “Northern Bahr el Ghazal was chosen as one of the states in South Sudan which is not conflict affected but where you have a high level of malnutrition. The level of malnutrition in Northern Bahr el Ghazal now is above the 15 per cent ratio which is the ratio for emergency level which is set by the World Health Organization. This is mostly to draw attention that it’s not only in the conflict-affected states that you have a high level of malnutrition. Other states in the country are also much affected by malnutrition as the conflict affected states.” 

A kind gesture from a businessman is all it took to release 21 suspects that have been incarcerated over petty crimes in Western Bahr el Ghazal State prison.

The suspects are part of the more than 100 suspects who have been stuck in prison for failing to pay fines for petty crimes like thefts.

The acquittal came after Makier Gai a businessman in Wau committed to pay the fines imposed on the suspects. 

Makier Gai: “You my brothers that I released from the prison, encourage my nationalism. I will assist you. Do not go and commit crimes again. Today If you are released I will give each one five hundred pounds, you travel away. We need peace; this will support the peace of Salva and Riek. If we leave this peace to Salve and Riek, it will not be complete. We must sign it also. If we make peace with 100 people and everyone makes peace with himself and neighbours, there will be no death in our South.”

Western Bahr el Ghazal state Governor,  Rizik Zakaria,  acknowledged the good gesture from the businessman.

Governor Rizik Zakaria: “The group that we shall release here in Wau is about 87 people. We categorized them into Tenfis and fines after that we say priority should be given to women and children. At the level of Raja, we shall acquit 17. I here also have directive to the prison administration. Criminals who consumed more than five hundred will not be paid their fine. Criminals who are still out, I tell you through the emergency court those who will enter the prison this time will not be released”.

In sport; Sung Jea Lee, coach of the Bright Star national football team says his team’s victory against Equatoria Guinea is a big boost to the teams’ efforts to raise the country’s flag.

Coach Sung Jea Lee praised the team for the hard work and team spirit they displayed on Saturday in front of home supporters.

Lee says South Sudan team put good performance despite the fact that they didn’t have enough time to prepare.

Sung Jea Lee: “ I never expected such kind big you know happening because South Sudan football is not you know kind of  high level. Actually this time this match I prepared for only three days, so we have match on Saturday and I collected the players on Wednesday so we practiced only four times during the three days. It is time that God helped us to get this kind of good you know results. The players have the tension to play in front people of their people. They never experience this kind of thing biggest yeah so but I am very proud of them we played well.”

The win put South Sudan second in group C, behind Mali on goals difference. The team is expected to play against Benin.

Elsewhere - Chad's ex-leader Hissene Habre has been held down by masked security officers in the courtroom at the resumption of his trial for war crimes in the Senegalese capital Dakar.

Mr. Habre had to be forcibly brought to court having refused to attend.

He was restrained in the courtroom while the prosecutor read out a list of names of some of his alleged victims.

Mr. Habre is accused of ordering the killing of 40,000 people during his rule in the 1980s, charges he denies.

The trial marks the first time one African country has prosecuted the former leader of another.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Weekend shooting in Yambio leave four people dead
· Weak justice system leaves more than 500 young men languishing in Rumbek prison 

· EU contributes €5.5 million to support the children of South Sudan
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