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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· Government says delay in IGAD workshop would impact on implementation of the peace deal

· Special court session opens in Warrap to settle over 70 cases linked to conflict between Aguok and Apuak communities
· WFP starts food airdrops in Bentiu

The deputy Foreign Affairs Minister has said delays by the regional bloc IGAD to convene a workshop to discuss the ceasefire in South Sudan could have a severe impact on the implementation of the peace deal.

IGAD last week postponed the workshop designed to work out the details on how security will be maintained in the country during a 30-month transitional period.

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Peter Bashir Gbandi said the IGAD workshop was crucial to help the parties understand the procedures of implementation. 

Peter Bashir Gbendi: “On our part as a government we have fulfilled our obligations in terms of nominating the necessary officers who are supposed to attend but IGAD decided to postpone the workshop and definitely this will impact because that workshop was supposed to come up with the monitoring and verification mechanism which is meant actually to monitor and verify the adherence of the parties to the cessation of hostilities and the permanent ceasefire.” 

The deputy foreign affairs minister says the practical and technical implementation of the security aspects of the peace deal could prove problematic for the government. 

Peter Bashir Gbendi: “The practicality and the technicality of the implementation are going to be a problem for us. Thousands of our forces who are here, these are people with families, these are people who need services, and you cannot relegate them, you have not even defined the center of Juba, you relocate them to the unknown, you do not throw people into the forests and leave them sleeping in the bushes. These are people with families they need services like hospitals, they need water, they need sanitation, they need all sort of things, this is where may be the role of the international community will have to come in.” 

Meanwhile, South Sudan and Sudan Foreign Affairs Ministers will meet tomorrow in Moscow, for talks on bilateral relations and the implementation of cooperation agreements between the two countries.

Barnaba Marial Benjamin will be joined by Ibrahim Ghandour for a two day visit to Moscow on the invitation of Russia’s foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. 

Foreign affairs Ministry spokesperson, Mawien Makol Ariek, says the visit by the two ministers is motivated by Russia’s role in influencing relations between Sudan and South Sudan.

Mawien Makol Ariek: “South Sudan and Russia has a diplomatic relations, that’s why the Russian leadership can see that they have the opportunity to support the relationship between Sudan and South Sudan and enhance its capacity in the region and make the region’s countries to feel that Russia could play a role. We hope that the outcome of the talks in the meeting will be important as South Sudan in implementing the compromise agreement will need help from the countries that supported that agreement. And we hope that Sudan also who is part of IGAD and played a great role in supporting the agreement, we hope they could help South Sudan to implement the peace agreement that signed in Juba”.

The African Union Peace and Security Council issued a communique to encourage the governments of Sudan and South Sudan to implement the Cooperation Agreements signed in 2012.

A special court session has opened in Warrap state to settle more than 70 cases linked to deadly five-month-old conflict between the Aguok communities of Gogrial West County, and the Apuk of Gogrial East.

The court session in Gogrial East is chaired by Justice Nyok Monyrac Ahor, and supported by five traditional chiefs. 
Warrap state information minister, Paul Dhel Gum, says 20 people have so far appeared before the special court. 
He says a force comprised of soldiers and other security agents have been deployed to control a possible disruption of the court sessions.

Paul Dhel Gum: “We have also deployed forces in the area to actually try to provide security because there are so many thieves moving around. Some criminals have taken advantage of this situation between Aguok and Apuk to try to move in between area and to try to cause alarm here and there and therefore the forces which are there now are actually charge to defer any criminal that is moving between Aguok and Apuk and the criminal trying to setback the problem.”     

Seventy-eight people have been killed so far, since the fighting broke out in April between the Aguok and Apuk communities.

The Minister says the special court has been given six months to settle the cases. 

Paul Dhel Gum: “We have so far managed to collect over two thousand cattle from both side of the conflict from Apuk and Aguok to compensate 78 dead kills among themselves. The Dinka traditionally believe when the compensation have been paid for the blood then there will be no revenge.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
The UN World Food Programme, WFP is airdropping food in Bentiu town for both IDPs at the Protection of civilians’ site and local population there.

The head of WFP in Unity state, Francis Sarpong, explains why the agency has decided to use airdrops in Bentiu. 

Francis Sarpong: “Normally we do airdrop as very last resort simply because all the roads are block you cannot move food by road from Mayom junction to Bentiu and as such the only option left for us to be able to meet the needs of the IDPS in POC and in Bentiu is by airdrop that is why for the first time we choose this option.”

An education specialist says literacy rates in South Sudan remains stagnant due to conflict and neglect. 

UNESCO’S education program specialist, Dr. Awol Edris, says the agency is striving hard through a number of projects to lift the literacy rates especially among women and girls.

Dr. Awol Idris: “Like 27% of the adult population in this country being illiterate, that is for both genders when it comes to women, that percentage actually drops much lower because there are more illiterate women than men and perhaps also likewise there are more illiterate girls than boys the way we do it is we work together, we listen to the requirements and then we try and feel the need in the particular context.” 

Twenty one inmates convicted of petty crimes were released from prison after a businessman paid their fines imposed court in Wau Western Bahr el Ghazal state.

The inmates are part of more than 100 prisoners who remained behind bars for failing to pay fines imposed by the court.

Makier Gai is a businessman in Wau. 

Makier Gai: “You my brothers that I released from the prison, I encourage nationalism. I will assist you, but do not go and commit crimes again. Today If you are released I will give each one 500 pounds and you travel away. We need peace; this will support the peace of Salva and Riek. If we leave this peace to Salve and Riek, it will not complete. We must sign it also. If we make peace with 100 people and everyone makes peace with himself and his neighbor, there will be no death in South Sudan.”
Elsewhere; members of the public are being invited to help hunt for fossils in the Kenyan desert, in an online citizen science initiative called Fossilfinder.

Volunteers will sift one million images from the arid Turkana Basin, a key area for fossils of early human ancestors.

These photos were taken by archaeologists using a special aerial camera system mounted on kites, drones and other devices.

The site launches on Tuesday at the British Science Festival in Bradford.

Dr. Andrew Wilson from the University of Bradford told journalists at the festival that it's an opportunity for the public to take part in this immense search for new fossil material at Lake Turkana.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government says delay in IGAD workshop would impact on implementation of the peace deal

· Special court session opens in Warrap to settle over 70 cases linked to conflict between Aguok and Apuak communities
· WFP starts food airdrops in Bentiu
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