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Good afternoon. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· National Legislative Assembly passes 2015-2016 budget
· Western Equatoria State government declares curfew in Yambio town 
· Special court session opens in Warrap to settle over 70 cases linked to conflict between Aguok and Apuk communities
The National Legislative Assembly has passed the draft national Budget and appropriation Bill 2015/2016.

The Budget worth slightly over 10 billion South Sudanese pounds has prioritized security, agriculture and the health sector.

Economy committee chairperson Goc Makuac Mayol praised the parliamentarians for passing the budget after a long wait.

Meanwhile, the chairperson of legislation committee of parliament, Deng Tiel, warned that punitive measures will be taken against individuals found misappropriating public funds.

Authorities in Western Equatoria State have declared a curfew starting at 10pm and ending at 06 in the morning. 

Charles Barnaba, the Western Equatoria State government spokesperson, says the curfew was declared on Monday, to ensure security in the wake of increasing killing incidents in Yambio County. 

Charles Barnaba Kisanga: “Yesterday after the meeting of the Governor with the security committee of the state, they agreed that night curfew be declared from 10pm to 6am. This is in response to all the insecurity that is happening around the town especially Yambio, the capital city of Western Equatoria. As you heard, over the weekend four people were killed. We condemned all the killings in the strongest terms possible and ask everybody as much as the Governor have been saying that they should observe the ceasefire and to abide and keep the peace in Western Equatoria.”
The citizens have mixed reaction about the curfew may be the innocent people will suffer the consequence.

Still in Western Equatoria , where the state Legislative Assembly has re-opened, after a long recess which was triggered by the death of the speaker.

Caretaker Governor Patrik Zamoi opened assembly and urged the parliamentarians to unite and fight against the growing insecurity in state.

Patrik Zamoi: “I therefore, appeal to all of you to join hands and make Western Equatoria State a viable state with development and peace co-existence. My session this time is to lead Western Equatoria State through policies and programmes that will reconcile communities and hence security, foster economic growth and promote the private sector in order to achieve sustainable development. With this I know officially declare the State Legislative Assembly open.”
The Acting Speaker of the Assembly, Lona Bona, called upon the members of the parliament to support the new Caretaker Governor and work together with the executive 

Lona Bona: “Let us be in mind that, our Governor has just come, whatever he will be present to this August house for the needs and necessities of working together to see that we have sustainable peace for our citizens in this State, better appreciate and take it seriously and support our Governor and the leadership of this State and the Government of South Sudan for the smooth running of this nation. Our people are really in need of peace and development.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
A special court session has opened in Warrap state to settle more than 70 cases linked to deadly five-month-old conflict between Aguok and Apuk communities of Gogrial West and Gogrial East counties.

The court session is presided over by Justice Nyok Monyrac Ahor, and assisted by five traditional chiefs. 
Warrap State Information Minister, Paul Dhel Gum, says 20 people have appeared before the special court. 
He says a security force has been deployed at the court.

Paul Dhel Gum: “We have also deployed forces in the area to actually try to provide security because there are so many thieves moving around some criminal have taken the advance of this situation between Aguok and Apuk to try to move in between area and to try to cause alarm here and there – and therefore the forces which are there now are actually charge to defer any criminal that is moving between Aguok and Apuk and the criminal trying to setback the problem. “    

Seventy-eight people were killed since the fighting broke out in April between the Aguok and Apuk communities.

Minister Paul says the special court has been given six months to settle the cases. 

Paul Dhel Gum: “We have so far managed to collect over 2000 cattle from both sides of the conflict from Apuk and Aguok to compensate 78 dead kills among themselves. The Dinka traditionally believe when the compensation have been pay for the blood than there will be no revenge.” 

The workers union at the University of Bahr el Ghazal in Wau has launched an ambitious programme aimed to eradicate illiteracy.

Malual Majok Ring, chairperson of worker union says the programme hopes to encourage more than 50 illiterate casual workers at the university learn how to read and write.

Malual Majok Ring: “The programme is a short term programme. We need to eliminate the illiteracy at the level of the university as well as the community of Western Bahr el Ghazal State. Our programme is the basic adult literacy. We do these classes for a period of two levels which is level one and level two, for accelerated learning programme.” 

Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal State where the civil society organization is calling for the construction of a bigger prison facility in the state. 

The call came a day after a businessman in Wau offered to secure the release of 21 criminals jailed for petty crimes

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal State, Steven Robo, says the state government should seek partnerships to build a bigger facility to handle the ever increasing number of inmates.

Steven Robo: “We know that this one is not sustainable because of limited resource in our country. Not all the time that business people will keep on releasing people. CEPO strongly is urging business community, NGOs, Community base organization, faith based organization to join their hands together with the government to build a bigger prison space so that we can cover the needs of inmates in our state.”
Rains, crocodiles and hippopotamus have become an obstacle to the completion of the dyke construction in Twic East County of Jonglei State.

Dyke construction in Twic East is intended to prevent potential flood-related damages, including land erosion and mud accumulation. 
Gabreil Gai: “There should be a permanent solution to the dyke rather than to do these repairs every year…at least a permanent solution has to be found even the hippos, even the mudfish, the crocodiles are cutting. A concrete solution must be found. Well we should at least come up with irrigations and it is very good in Twic East, like Ajuong Payam, that area of Ajuong we have to come up with a strategy of rice schemes.” 

In Jonglei state, one person has been killed and more than 200 heads of cattle have been stolen in a raid on a cattle camp in Twic East County.

The Commissioner of Twic East County, Dau Akoi Jurkuch, says the police have been trying to pursue the attackers to recover the stolen cattle.

Dau Akoi Jurkuch: “A group of cattle raiders attacked a village, Pathiang of Nuac payam in Wangule, around seven households took their cattle for grazing, then from there, they fell into an ambush. They killed one person.”

Elsewhere, members of the public are being invited to help hunt for fossils in the Kenyan desert, in an online citizen science initiative called Fossilfinder.

Volunteers will sift one million images from the arid Turkana Basin, a key area for fossils of early human ancestors.

These photos were taken by archaeologists using a special aerial camera system mounted on kites, drones and other devices. The site launches on Tuesday at the British Science Festival in Bradford.

Dr. Andrew Wilson from the University of Bradford told journalists at the festival that it's an opportunity for the public to take part in this immense search for new fossil material at Lake Turkana.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· National Legislative Assembly passes 2015-2016 budget

· Western Equatoria State government declares curfew in Yambio town 
· Special court session opens in Warrap to settle over 70 cases linked to conflict between Aguok and Apuk communities
Radio Miraya News.
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