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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Gunmen kill police officer and injure three foreign nationals in Mundri West County

· A blood compensation ceremony kicks off in Gogrial, Warrap State

· UNMISS relocates more than 500 foreign nationals from protection of civilian site in Juba

A police officer attached to the Department of Criminal Investigation unit in Mundri has been shot dead in an attack at a lodge.

Mundri West County Commissioner Hassan Bakheit says gunmen opened fire at a group of people watching television at 9 pm, killing the police officer and wounding three foreign nationals 

He explains more about the incident.

Bakheit: “Those people were watching television in one of the lodges. Among them were CID personnel and three foreign nationals -- one Eritrean, Ethiopian and a Ugandan. The person came and opened fire on the people. The CID personnel died and the three foreign national were wounded. They are now receiving treatment in Lui hospital. We also took the body of the officer to Lui hospital awaiting relatives from Juba to claim his remains.”   

Commissioner Hassan Bakheit said the incident has sparked fear in the community, but the town is calm for now.

Cattle thefts in Lakes state have become a major obstacle to peace and stability in the state.
Lakes state legislator David Kockedhia, representing Amongpiny Constituency in Rumbek Centre, says the situation has been worsened by the growing wave of land disputes in Rumbek town. 
Kockedhia: “People are claiming all the time either land for cultivation, the grazing land, or plots in town. All these things cannot be ignored, even if it is not brought forward. But we have found when we were in the committees this is the first problem. Then the second problem is issues of cattle raiding. People just steal. There are thieves who come and take cows and when thieves get killed then the owner of that person also goes to other side and then killed also, this one escalating fighting. You see, the fighting is going on like that because of theft and cattle raiding.

In another development, David Kockedhia says government interference is affecting the work of the Lakes state parliament. 

He complained that this interference is hindering the implementation of laws passed by parliament. 
Kockedhia: “There is this vacuum between parliament and the executive because we need to implement the law according to the constitution. The constitution of Lakes state allows parliament to make laws and allows the executive to execute the laws and if they don’t work together hand in hand then the achievement is far from being reached.”
A blood compensation ceremony has kicked off in Gogrial, with rival communities exchanging cows to compensate for the lives lost during skirmishes between Gogrial East and Gogrial West Counties. 

A total of 2,325 cows are being paid for 75 people who were killed between April and May this year. The victims, mainly youths, died during clashes between Gogrial East Apuk community and Aguok of Gogrial West County. 

The Commissioner of Gogrial West County, Makuc Aru, confirmed his county has collected 1,116 cows as blood compensation of 36 Apuk youths killed during the inter-tribal clashes. 

Aru: “We have got about 36 people has been killed from Gogrial East killed by the people of Aguok and also the people of Aguok have lost about 39 people which make the total 70 something which has been killed both side and then we are been given a mission to collect the all cattle for compensation of those people which has been killed from both side so I was given about 1,116 cows to be collected from Gogrial West for the compensation of those people of Gogrial East County.”

The ceremony at Ajogo payam of Gogrial East is being presided over by the state caretaker governor, Akec Tong Aleu, and members of the special court.

Daniel Anyuon Chan, Gogrial East County Commissioner, says his people are ready for peace and collection of cows has begun in preparation for the compensation ceremony.

Chan: “In Gogrial East here we are collecting cows to compensate 39 Aguok youths killed. These 39 youths will be compensated with 1,209 cows. The collected is now 1,185. The remaining is little. Maybe today or tomorrow it will finish. The total of cows will be 1,209 cows.”

The cows are being paid according to Dinka customary law that requires a compensation of 31 cows per person killed. 

The economic committee of parliament has tabled the 2015-2016 draft Budget for debate in its second reading.
Goc Makuac Mayol, the economic committee chairperson, says the 2015/2016 Budget has a deficit of more than three billion pounds. 

Mayol said the funding deficit will be fixed through internal and external borrowing. 
Meanwhile, David Deng Arthorbei, the Minister of Finance, says a new budget will be drawn for the transitional government.

The chairperson of the United Democratic Salvation Front party in Western Bahr el Ghazal state says his party is ready to support the transitional government.

President Salva Kiir signed the peace deal last week. The deal calls for demilitarizing the capital city of Juba, forming a transitional government of unity within 90 days and giving the position of the vice-president to the opposition.

John Fangrasio, says support from political parties will be vital for proper implementation of the peace agreement. 

Fangrasio: “The percentage of the parties is less but we are ready to work hand-in-hand to achieve the real national unity for the citizens of South Sudan. I call upon the citizens of WBeG to support the government in the implementation of the agreement, because it is the government that maintains citizens and citizen are the ones supporting the government.”

Anthony Wadarif, acting Chairperson of the SPLM party in the state has welcomed the pledge made by the political parties.

Wadarif: “We shall abide by everything our leadership has signed. At the state level, we welcome and are ready to cooperate with parties in the state for implementation of the peace agreement and for the sake of our citizens in South Sudan and WBeG.”
The authorities in Upper Nile state have welcomed the signing of a peace agreement aimed at ending South Sudan's 20-month civil war.

Upper Nile State information Minister Peter Hoth Tuath described the peace as ‘a fitting moment, coming at the right time.

Tuath: “The government of Upper Nile state has welcomed the recent peace agreement which was signed by the president of the republic. This is a significant development to the suffering of our people which had gone beyond imagination, so this peace has come at the right time.” 

Upper Nile State information Minister however says there is an urgent need for humanitarian assistance. 
More than 3,000 internally displaced persons from Mundri West and Maridi Counties have received an assortment of non-food items from the South Sudan Red Cross. 

South Sudan Red Cross Branch Director for Western Equatoria state Alison Martin Manguriko says the items include blankets, buckets, soap ,tarpaulin sanitary kits and mosquito nets.
More than 500 foreign nationals who have been taking shelter at the UN protection of civilians’ site along the Juba Yei road are being relocated.

The relocation exercise is being conducted by the UN Mission in South Sudan in conjunction with the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration.

A press statement issued by the office of the spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan states most of these foreign nationals come from Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia. 

The foreign nationals were given an option to move to Juba Town, transfer to the Western Equatoria State capital of Yambio or a move to the UNHCR-administered Makpandu refugee settlement in Yambio. 

Some foreign nationals opted to seek formal refugee status in South Sudan, and their applications will be subject to a Refugee Status Determination process. 
Elsewhere, more than 850,000 people in Somalia are facing food insecurity, a situation the UN humanitarian affairs office, OCHA, has described as "critical".
OCHA reports that the number of Somalis in this category has risen 17 per cent over the past six months.

It says the situation among internally displaced people is "particularly worrying" as they comprise two-thirds of Somalis in crisis.

Nearly 215,000 children under the age of five are acutely malnourished. Some 40,000 of them are at high risk of disease and death.

The UN humanitarian office expects things to worsen by the end of the year due to below-average agricultural production, poor rainfall, and the interruption of trade in areas affected by conflict.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Gunmen kill police officer and injure three foreign nationals in Mundri West County

· A blood compensation ceremony kicks off in Gogrial, Warrap State

· UNMISS relocates more than 500 foreign nationals from protection of civilians site in Juba
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