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Good Evening it’s 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo
The Headlines:
· President Kiir and other key government officials pay tribute to late Alison Monani. 

· Police officer killed, three foreign nationals injured in attack in Mundri West County.
· Blood compensation ceremony kicks off in Gogrial, Warrap State

President Salva Kiir has paid tribute Alison Monani Magaya, former Interior Minister who died at 68 years. 

Alison Manani died at a hospital in Switzerland after a short illness. 

President Salva Kiir joined mourners, who gathered at the National Legislative Assembly in Juba, to pay their last respects. 

The President described the late Alison Monani Magaya, as a great man of rare character.

President Salva Kiir: “We have lost a great man and if suppose he fell in the battle field, he would not be alone in front of us here. Many among us would have gone with him. The last letter he wrote to me which was mentioned by Bashire Gbendly, I did not get not until I was seated here when that letter was given to me. It was in the first week of August and when I heard of his death it was a shock. He is somebody that will never be found again in South Sudan.”

The casket containing the remains of the deceased former minister has been flown to his ancestral home in Maridi for burial. 

The late Magaya served as Minister of Interior and at time of his death, he was the ambassador of South Sudan to Switzerland.

A police officer attached to the Department of Criminal Investigation unit in Mundri has been shot dead in an attack at a lodge.

Mundri West County Commissioner Hassan Bakheit says gunmen opened fire at group of people who were watching television at 9 pm. 
The police officer died on the spot while three foreign nationals were injured in the attack. He explains more about the incident.

Hassan Bakheit: “Those people were watching television in one of the lodges. Among them were CID personnel and three foreign nationals one Eritrean, Ethiopian and a Ugandan. The person came and opened fire on the people, the CID Personnel died and the three foreign national were wounded. They are now receiving treatment in Lui hospital. We also took the body of the officer to Lui hospital awaiting relatives from Juba to claim his remains.”   

Commissioner, Hassan Bakheit said the incident has sparked fear in the community, but the town is calm for now.

Cattle thefts in lakes state have become a major obstacle to peace and stability in Lakes state.

Lakes State Legislator David Kockedhia, representing Amongpiny Constituency in Rumbek Centre says matters have been worsened by the growing wave of land disputes in Rumbek town. 

David Kockedhia: “People are claiming all the time, either land for cultivation, the grazing land, or plots in town. All these things cannot be ignores even if it is not being brought forward, but we have found when we were in the committees this is the first problem. Then the second problem is issues of cattle raiding. People just steal. There are thieves who come and take cows and when the thieves get killed then the owner of that person also go to other side and then kill also. This one is escalating fighting. You see the fighting is going on like that because of theft and cattle raiding.”
In another development, David Kockedhia, says executive interference is affecting the work of the Lakes state parliament. He complained that this interference is affecting the implementation of laws passed by parliament. 
David Kockedhia: “If there is this vacuum between parliament and the executive because we need to implement the law according to the constitution. The constitution of Lakes state allows parliament to make laws and allows the executive to execute the laws and if they don’t work together hand in hand then the achievement is far from being reached.” 

A blood compensation ceremony has kicked off in Gogrial, with rival communities exchanging cows to compensate for the lives lost during skirmishes between Gogrial East and Gogrial West Counties. 

A total of 2,325 cows are being paid for 75 people who were killed between April and May this year. The victims mainly youths died during clashes between Apuk community in Gogrial East and Aguok of Gogrial West County. 

The Commissioner of Gogrial West County, Makuc Aru confirmed his county has collected 1,116 cows as blood compensation of 36 Apuk youths killed during the inter-tribal clashes. 

Makuc Aru: “We have got about 36 people has been killed from Gogrial East killed by the people of Aguok and also the people of Aguok have lost about 39 people which make the total 70 something which has been killed both side and then we are been given a mission to collect the all cattle for compensation of those people which has been killed from both side so I was given about 1,116 cows to be collected from Gogrial West for the compensation of those people of Gogrial East County.”

The ceremony at Ajogo payam of Gogrial East is being presided over by the state caretaker governor Akec Tong Aleu and members of the special court.

Daniel Anyuon Chan, Gogrial East County Commissioner says his people are ready for peace and collection of cows has begun in preparation for the compensation ceremony.

Daniel Anyuon Chan: “In Gogrial East here we are collecting cows to compensate 39 Aguok youths killed; these 39 youths will be compensated with 1,209 cows. The collected is now is 1,185 the remaining one is little maybe today or tomorrow it will finish. The total of cows will be 1,209 cows.”

The cows are being paid according to Dinka Customary law that requires a compensation of 31 cows per person killed. 

The newly appointed caretaker governor of Northern Bahr Ghazal State, Akot Deng Akot, arrived in Aweil on Monday and was welcomed by a large crowd at Aweil State airport. 
Governor Akot told a rally at the Freedom Square, that security ranks top on the list of his priorities for the state. 

He said he was happy that President Salva Kiir signed the agreement to end the conflict that has left a trail of destruction in South Sudan.

Akot Deng Akot: “I am aware there are serious reservations as clearly stated by comrade president during the signing ceremony. However, this peace agreement brings many opportunities to our people and government. Your government under president salva kiir is working around the clock to ensure that this peace is translated into tangible peace dividend in terms of basic services to the people of south Sudan.” 

Keikura Seingah Braima, UNMISS Acting State Coordinator in northern bahr el ghazal State, reiterated the international community’s support for peace and development in the country. 

Keikura Seingah Braima: “Your Excellency, on behalf of the United Nations in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, I say congratulations and welcome. I will like to reiterate the United Nations and the international community’s support to the government and people of Northern bahr el Ghazal State to achieve sustainable peace and development. With the signing of the peace agreement, we look forward to a more cordial relationship with the state government and a safe environment to carry out our respective institutional mandates.” 

Meanwhile, the chairperson of the United Democratic Salvation Front party in Western Bahr el Ghazal state says his party is ready to support the transitional government.

John Fangrasio says support from political parties will be vital for proper implementation of the peace agreement. 

John Fangrasio: “Percentage of the parties is less but we are ready to work hand-in-hand to achieve the real National Unity for the citizen of South Sudan. I call upon the citizens of WBgS to support the Government in the implementation of the agreement, because it is the government that maintains citizens and citizen are the ones supporting the government.”
Anthony Wadarif, acting Chairperson of the SPLM party in the state has welcomed the pledge made by the political parties.

Anthony Wadarif: “We shall abide by everything our leadership has signed. At the state level, we welcome and are ready to cooperate with parties in the state for implementation of the peace agreement and for the sake of our citizens in South Sudan and Western Bahr el Ghazal State.”
Elsewhere; fighters from the al-Shabab militant Islamist group have overrun an African Union military base in southern Somalia, inflicting heavy casualties.

Witnesses have told the BBC that the militants said they have killed 70 AU soldiers at the Janale base, located 90km (55 miles) south-east of the capital. AU forces have insisted they are still in control of the base.

Residents said the attack started with a suicide car bombing at the base's gate, followed by sustained gunfire which lasted more than an hour.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· President Kiir and other key government officials pay tribute to late Alison Monani. 

· Police officer killed, three foreign nationals injured in attack in Mundri West County.

· Blood compensation ceremony kicks off in Gogrial, Warrap State
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