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Good Evening it’s 5 o’clock I’m Susan Dokolo
The Headlines: 
· Economist calls for plans to diversify economy 

· Two people killed in a cattle raid in Bor County
· MPs reject bill that seeks to upgrade Rumbek town to municipality
An economist has cautioned the Government of South Sudan to diversify its economy to pave way for the much needed economic recovery.

Kenyi Spencer said South Sudan has a very good economic outlook if the available resources like honey, timber and clay are utilized for economic benefits.

Kenyi Spencer: “There is a lot of honey all over the place. We could put that honey in a central place, process it and open a niche market for it out there. Even if we only sell it to one or two countries in Europe, that can bring in something. And if we are here waiting for the oil to give us solace then forget it. The only thing is let us use the environment which is relatively safe and peaceful to start producing something.”
Four senior SPLA officers will travel to Addis Ababa on Friday, to attend a workshop on the implementation of the cease fire agreement.

This was announced on Tuesday shortly after President Salva Kiir held a meeting with senior SPLA Officers in Juba.

The meeting on Tuesday was designed to brief commanders about the recently signed peace deal and modalities of the ceasefire agreement.

Army spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer, says the president instructed senior commanders to select four officers that will attend Friday’s workshop. 

Col. Aguer: “The command of the army have been instructed to select four officers that are going for a workshop in Addis Ababa as part of the cease fire mechanism and these four officers have already been nominated they will travel to Addis and attend a workshop on the 4 of this month. Second to that there will be a formation of the joint command that will be stationed here in Juba to oversee the implementation of issues related to the ceasefire.”

Meanwhile the United States is calling on all parties to cease provocative actions and hostile engagement.

Mark Toner, deputy spokesperson for state department said the recent ceasefire declarations by the Government and the opposition provided a step toward implementation of the agreement.  

He said the fighting in Jonglei and Upper Nile states by forces on both sides a contravention to the orders and terms of the peace agreement.

Toner warned that anyone acting to spoil the peace agreement implementation will face consequences and that the United States will continue to stand with those who choose peace and are committed to the faithful implementation of the agreement.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
Two people have been killed and another is nursing wounds after suspected cattle raiders attacked in Kulnyang Payam of Bor County in Jonglei State. 

The attackers are believed to have come from Pibor and took away more than one hundred head of cattle.

Bor County Commissioner, Isaac Mamer Ruk, says the matter has been brought to the attention of David Yau Yau, Greater Pibor Chief Administrator.

Isaac Mamer: “On 31 August 2015 at 2:45, raiders suspected to be Murle criminals attacked Kulnyang Payam, a village called Bangasorot. Two from the side of the raiders were killed and one on our side was wounded. The youth of the area, SPLA and police tried to pursue the raiders until they returned 90 cattle from the hands of the raiders. The raiders went away with 103 heads of cattle.”

A significant number of internally displaced persons have sought refuge at the UNMISS protection-of-civilians site in Bentiu.

UNMISS spokesperson Joe Contreras says the month of August alone has seen a record increase in the number of IDPs seeking shelter at the PoC Site in Bentiu. 

He attributes the increase in IDPs to shortage of food in some parts of Unity state. 

Joe Contreras: “Just in the month of August we received 10,602 new arrivals in the facility. A significant percentage of the new arrivals are coming simply because they have no access to food and they have been unable to plant any crops amidst the ongoing fighting and instability in Unity State. I will say it is a combination of two factors – the actual fighting and food insecurity.”
The Lakes State Legislative Assembly has rejected a bill that seeks to upgrade Rumbek town to a municipality status.

Andrew Achijok Aya, Chairperson of the Adhoc Committee in parliament says Rumbek town does not have the prerequisite for a municipality. 

He also says there is need to consult the people and seek presidential approval.

Andrew Achijok Ayak: “The bill actually could not warrant creation of City Council because of the following actually: There was no consent of the President because the warrant of establishment of each local government council shall be issued by the President of the republic. There was nothing attached in the memo. Also the population was below – actually the population we found according to the census in 2010 18,801. This is actually almost population of a boma, not even a town council or a rural council. So actually the bill lacks so many things that you cannot entertain it as a bill. We rejected the Bill on the grounds that there are things lacking which should be added in the bill.” 
Lakes State Speaker Dhieu Wal Takpiny says the bill has been bounced back to a committee for further scrutiny.

A new early warning system has been launched in Western Equatoria State.

Led by the National Ministry of Humanitarian and Disaster management, the early warning initiative will provide the state timely information that can be used to implement procedures that can best protect vulnerable individuals.

Betty Pios, the Director of Early Warning System, explains how the system works.

Betty Pios: “Early warning is just gathering information for timely intervention. Because we don’t have this structure in the country, we felt that it is very important to come down to the grassroots and then we get a working group that will help us gather information that can be analyzed and then we will be able to alert our policy makers and even the public or the community who are at risk so that they be able to know what is happening and they get prepared of any hazard or any other risks.”

Sapana Abui, the deputy Governor pledged the state’s commitment to support the group do their work effectively.

In sports, The Equatorial Guinea is expected to arrive in Juba this evening for the African Cup of Nations qualifier in Juba this Saturday.
Officials from South Sudan Football Association told Radio Miraya that the president of the Equatorial Guinea Football association touched down in Juba this morning.

South Sudan Football Association has named the squad for the game at the weekend. 
In regional news, a new summit on hepatitis billed as a global "wake-up call" has opened in Glasgow to tackle the more than 1.4 million lives lost to the disease every year, 

More than 60 countries are taking part in the World Hepatitis Summit in Glasgow, Scotland.

With five main virus types, hepatitis kills more than 1.4 million people every year. The disease affects poor countries the most, with hepatitis B and C together causing around 80 per cent of all liver cancer deaths.

UN health agencies, along with UN partner the World Hepatitis Alliance want more countries to develop better strategies against the disease.

And, former Congolese rebel leader Bosco Ntaganda has pleaded not guilty to all charges at the start of his war crimes trial at the International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague.

The 18 charges include murder, rape and the recruitment of child soldiers. Evidence has been gathered from more than 2,000 alleged victims, including former child soldiers.

Nicknamed "The Terminator", Gen Ntaganda's trial in The Hague has been described as the biggest and most complex case in the ICC's history.

He fought for different rebel groups as well as the Democratic Republic of Congo's army.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Economist calls for plans to diversify economy 

· Two people killed in a cattle raid in Bor County
· MPs reject bill that seeks to upgrade Rumbek town to municipality
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