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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo
.
The Headlines:
· IGAD releases an agenda for the fifth session of the peace talks.

· Two people killed in Luri River accident 

· Authorities in Unity State step up security at oil fields in the state.
The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has released an agenda for the fifth session of the IGAD mediated peace talks in Addis Ababa.

A press statement issued today states that the finalization and signing the Cessation of Hostilities Matrix and negotiations on details of the Transitional Government of National Unity remains high on the agenda for the next round of talks.

The peace talks earlier scheduled to commence on 30 July 2014 have been rescheduled to Monday next week. 

Delegates are expected to arrive in Addis Ababa on Sunday 3 August.

In a related development, the Government delegation to the peace talks leaves for Addis Ababa this Sunday.

Information Minister Michael Makuei Lueth, says the team has received a detailed agenda from the IGAD mediators.

Michael Makuei: “This time we are going to negotiate. The agenda is already with us here. The agenda has been sent to us by the IGAD. First is the opening session and then you go into consultation with all the stakeholders and then to plenary session and number four is the formation and commencement of work of sub-committees. There are two committees – the interim security arrangements committee and humanitarian access committee. The task of this will finalize cessation of hostilities matrix and the human emergencies and access.”   

A group of women from Nuer and Dinka communities have met in Bor for a dialogue on reconciliation and healing.

James Apai Ochalla, chairperson of the Peace Commission in Jonglei State says the intercommunal dialogue, supported by UNDP, is aimed at changing prevailing stereotypes held by the two communities, reducing tensions and engaging both communities in joint activities.

James Apai: “We think that it is good also that these women can be brought together with the women who are staying in the UNMISS Camps – the Nuer women and those women in Greater Bor. They can talk, share ideas on how peace can come among themselves so we talks and this solution that we are together here at the UNMISS compound and we are talking about this peace.” 

The UNMISS State Coordinator for Jonglei State, Hazel De Wet, says she was happy to see the Dinka and Nuer women meet for the first time since the conflict broke out seven months ago.

Hazel De Wet: “To see the women discuss all day it’s both important as part of the individual healing process for the individual women who have gone through major hardships, lost out a lot, lost family members, lost their husbands, lost their children and now they have to see how best they can assist teaching communities at the very low levels of the communities together.”
Two people died when Toyota Land Cruiser travelling from Mundri to Juba plunged into the flooded Luri River, located about 12 kilometers from Juba town.

The accident on Thursday happened when the driver failed to maneuver through the flooded river and got trapped in the raging river floods. 

Two of the passengers escaped with minor injuries and were rushed to Juba Teaching Hospital.

The Director of Traffic Police in Central Equatoria State Col. Kon John Akot has appealed to drivers to avoid crossing the river when it is flooded.

Authorities in Unity state have deployed additional forces to guard the oil fields in the state.
The deployment stems from reports that the oil fields in Pariang County in the northern part of Unity State have been vandalized. 

Unity State Deputy Governor, Mabek Lang Mading, says some suspects were caught red-handed cutting the copper wires in Toma South and Khath El Nar oilfields.

Mabek Lang Mading: “If it is not even the Sudan army and if it is something done by individuals they must also account for their individuals for doing this because it can jeopardize our relationship if they continue doing it. This is a resource that brings us together and we are sharing it; like now we sharing transit fees and we are sharing this oil together with them. So why should they destroy it? We need them to caution their soldiers and also to discipline their soldiers so that they will not repeat this and then they should not jeopardize our relationship.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Lakes State governor, Matur Chut Dhuol, has sacked Information Minister Marik Nanga Marik, barely four months after he was appointed.

The governor issued a decree on Thursday, but did not state why Marik Nanga Marik is being relieved from his post.

The Information Minister was only appointed in March this year. No replacement has been announced.

A new police office for the three Equatoria states has been officially opened in Juba. 

Presiding over the opening ceremony at Jebel Kujur, Deputy Inspector General of Police Andrew Kuol Nyuon said the new office will ease coordination of security operations in the Equatorial region. 

Several people told Radio Miraya, they are happy to have a new police office in their area. 

In foreign news, a Sudanese woman who was sentenced to death for converting from Islam to Christianity, then detained after her conviction was quashed, arrived in the United States on Thursday.

Mariam Yahya Ibrahim arrived in Manchester, New Hampshire, where she has relatives and where she was greeted by a crowd of people from the local Sudanese immigrant community who sang and handed her bunches of flowers.

Since leaving Sudan after her sentence and detention triggered international outrage, Ibrahim had been in Rome, where she met with Pope Francis along with her husband and two children.

And in sports, AtLabara FC is still leading the race division one football championship with sixteen points.

AtLabara drew 1-1 against Nassir FC on Thursday at Juba stadium. Nassir FC scored in the first half of the match, while At Labara FC managed to equalize in the second half.

Nassir FC remains in the third position with fourteen points.

In today’s match, Hilal FC takes on Talanga FC.

To end the news here are the main stories:
· IGAD releases an agenda for the fifth session of the peace talks.

· Luri Bridge claims lives of two people.

· Authorities in Unity State step up security at oil fields in the state.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. From me, Susan Dokolo. 
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