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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news, with Agole Alex.

The headlines: 

· Peace talks between government and SPLA – In Opposition resume today in Addis Ababa
· Malaria takes toll as shortage of drugs hit parts of Warrap state  
· US to announce 1 billion dollars financial aid  for Africa 
Talks between South Sudan's government and the SPLA in opposition are expected to begin today in Ethiopia in a fresh effort to end the conflict. 

Several people in Juba want the government and the opposition to make concession to reach a deal that will bring lasting peace in South Sudan.

Vox pops 
· “My expectation as a citizen of this country is that this time they should not fail they should come up with peace to our people.”

· “We are expecting the government to come with something positive. So many times they have gone and come back without anything in their hands but this time especially I am expecting something to come so both of us to have peace.”

· “As far as peace is concerned, it does not only come by dialogue. We must pay the price for peace and the price for peace is a change of a heart. If the government or the opposition change their hearts or their attitudes that is when peace will come to our country.” 

Information Minister Michael Makuei Lueth says the team has received a detailed agenda from the IGAD mediators and is optimistic that the negotiations this time will yield positive results.

Micheal Makuei: “This time, we are going to negotiate. The agenda is already with us here. There are two committees – the interim security arrangements committee and humanitarian access committee. The task of this will finalize cessation of hostilities matrix and the human emergencies and access.” 

In another development, a seven-member delegation of the African Union's African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC) has arrived in to assess the situation of children affected by the country's ongoing conflict.

The delegation arrived in Juba on Sunday and is expected to visit children in the war affected parts of Bor, Bentiu and Minkaman.

Addressing reporters on arrival at Juba international airport on Sunday, Professor Julia Sloth Nielsen, the vice chairperson of the committee, said the delegation is here to monitor the children affected by the ongoing conflict in the country and to engage with stakeholders for the protection of children during this conflict.

Meanwhile, the United Democratic Front party (UDF) is calling for a speedy formation of a government of national unity.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, UDF deputy secretary General, John Orelio, said the formation of a government of national unity remains essential to ending the ongoing conflict.

John Orelio: “That government can be tasked with very important issues. The number one issue is reconciliation and healing in South Sudan. You know the war has really confused the whole the nation. There are people who have died, there are those who are now in diaspora and those are now scattered over East Africa and other countries. They have to know that we are putting committees across the nation for people to reconcile and to have time for healing.”

The United States is expected to announce nearly $1bn in business deals, during the US Africa summit that opens today in Washington.

Sworo Charles has been following this story and now reports.

Sworo Charles: “US development officials say there will also be significant increases in private sector support for US backed food and agricultural programs in Africa, including the New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition. The US will also announce increase in funding for peacekeeping and commit billions of dollars to expanding food and power programs in Africa. 

Donald Kaberuka, President of the African Development Bank, said the summit represented a shift in the US- Africa relationship from a focus on aid to investment and trade.

Rajiv Shah, the administrator of the US Agency for International Development (USAID) told the Reuters news agency that the summit hopes to showcase US interest in Africa through a series of government-private partnership deals to boost trade and investment.

Shah said there will be new support for Power Africa, a privately funded program launched by President Barack Obama last year to install 10,000 megawatts of new generation capacity and connect 20 million new customers across Africa by 2018.

In other funding increases, the State Department is expected to announce a further $60m a year for peacekeeping training in six African countries.

A business conference bringing together African leaders and American Chief executive Officers will be held On Tuesday.

Sworo Charles for Radio Miraya News.”
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Gogrial East County in Warrap state has been hit by a severe shortage of malaria drugs.

Gogrial East County Commissioner Wol Anei Anei says most health centers in Gogrial East County have no drugs. 
This has already resulted into the deaths of mainly children aged between five and eight years. 

Wol is appealing to the national health ministry to intervene and address the shortages.

South Sudan inflation hit a 3.3 percent increase driven by high food prices and scarcity of dollars between May and June.

The National Bureau of Statistics head of the prices Information Joseph Gennaro, blames the high cost of goods on scarce dollars and delayed salaries.

Joseph Genaro: “The prices in the market increased between May and June by 3.3 per cent and the cause of this problem was the disappearance of dollars and increasing of the dollars inside the market. In addition another reason that caused this problem was the delayed payment of the salaries for the staff. I can describe like this: Where before we could buy fruits at five South Sudanese Pounds, in these month’s we were spending six South Sudanese Pounds. That is an increase of 10 per cent. Also we had goods coming from Uganda and there were taxes both on the road and in the market, which also caused an increase in the prices of foodstuffs.”

This man tells Radio Miraya how the rising prices of goods is affecting the welfare standards of the people in this country.

Vox pop:
· “It is really true; things are really expensive. Prices are not normal for basic commodities like soft drinks. Things are really expensive in Juba like the soda you see now in my hand it cost five South Sudanese Pounds, but it used to be cheaper than this before. So you can see the difference and there is basically nothing we can do about it. I think it is the government to actually come in to control foreign currency rates. The only way is for somebody comes in from above by to avail hard currency to our business people so that things actually gets to normal prices.”
A new airline has launched in Juba to provide domestic flights between Juba and Wau.

Officially launched on Sunday, the airline will operated two cargo planes and one passenger jet.

The Managing Director Golden Wing Aviation, Obach William Olawo, told Journalists in Juba that the airlines is expected to ease internal flight travel and also provide employment opportunities.

Obach William Olawo: “Initially the company will employ 165 South Sudanese. Our sister company will employ 23. That means that we are going to add 185 employees to our group of companies. So we are thinking that we will participate in doing something for our economy by letting the people move from their places to other places to do their business.”
In foreign news, a new $100 million response plan has been launched to intensify efforts to bring the Ebola outbreak under control at the international, regional and national level.

The Plan released on Friday has identified the need for several more personnel to be deployed in the affected countries.

The Prime Minister of Guinea-Bissau,  Domingos Simões Pereira, says the  country has already made emergency plans.

Domingos Simões Pereira: "Health is a big issue here. You know the West African coast is facing Ebola so we are taking measures to prevent the entrance of this disease and make sure that if any case appears in Guinea-Bissau, we should be able to take care of it."

WHO says the scale of the ongoing outbreak is unprecedented, with approximately 1323 confirmed and suspected cases reported.

Over 700 people have died in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone since March 2014.

And in sports, the Commonwealth Games Federation chief executive Mike Hooper has hailed the 2014 commonwealth games in Glasgow as "the standout Games in the history of the movement". 

The event came to a close at Hampden Park on Sunday evening, after 11 days of action across 17 sports, with hosts Scotland finishing fourth overall with a record haul of 19 golds and a best-ever tally of 53 medals. 

According to a BBC reporter covering the event, England topped the medal table for the first time in 28 years, Wales surpassed their target of 27 and Northern Ireland reaped their largest tally since the Games was last hosted in Scotland in 1986. 

To end the news here are the main stories:
· Peace talks between government and SPLA – In Opposition resume today in Addis Ababa

· Malaria takes toll as shortage of drugs hit parts of Warrap state  

· US to announce 1 billion dollars financial aid  for Africa 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex. Thanks for listening.  
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