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Good afternoon. It’s 05:00pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.

The headlines: 

· Power blackout delays parliamentary discussion on the national budget. 

· Tension mounts between farmers and cattle keepers in Mundri

· National dialogue on peace and reconciliation ends in Yambio

The National parliament has today postponed its session on budget due to a power blackout in the National Legislative assembly buildings.

The chairperson of communication and culture in the National assembly, Wani Kundu, says the parliament chambers were thrown into a black out, resulting into the adjournment of the parliamentary activities.

Parliament is expected to resume the budget discussion on Tuesday.
A three day national dialogue on peace and reconciliation has concluded in Yambio Western Equatoria State. 

More than three hundred people from Western Equatoria state attended the dialogue. 

Speaking to Journalists at Juba International Airport shortly after arrival from Yambio, the Government Chief Whip, Tulio Odongi Oyahu, said the dialogue provided an opportunity to solicit a variety of public views on reconciliation and healing in the country.

Tulio Odongi Oyahu: “This has come out of the recommendation from the IGAD countries.They want to know exactly what are views of our people. Everybody was allowed to express their views freely without any censorship, and the facilitator got all the information required. There will be continued gathering of views from the ten states and the mini conference will lead us to national conference for peace and reconciliation which will be organized in future.”  

In another development, the United Democratic Front party (UDF) is calling for a speedy formation of a government of national unity.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, UDF deputy secretary General, John Orelio, said the formation of a government of national unity remains essential to ending the ongoing conflict.

John Orelio: “That government can be tasked with very important issues. The number one issue is reconciliation and healing in South Sudan. You know the war has really confused the whole the nation. There are people who have died, there are those who are now in diaspora and those are now scattered over East Africa and other countries. They have to know that we are putting committees across the nation for people to reconcile and to have time for healing.”

The United States is expected to announce nearly $1bn in business deals, during the US Africa summit that opens today in Washington.

Sworo Charles has been following this story and now reports.

Sworo Charles: “US development officials say there will also be significant increases in private sector support for US backed food and agricultural programs in Africa, including the New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition. The US will also announce increase in funding for peacekeeping and commit billions of dollars to expanding food and power programs in Africa. 

Donald Kaberuka, President of the African Development Bank, said the summit represented a shift in the US- Africa relationship from a focus on aid to investment and trade.

Rajiv Shah, the administrator of the US Agency for International Development (USAID) told the Reuters news agency that the summit hopes to showcase US interest in Africa through a series of government-private partnership deals to boost trade and investment.

Shah said there will be new support for Power Africa, a privately funded program launched by President Barack Obama last year to install 10,000 megawatts of new generation capacity and connect 20 million new customers across Africa by 2018.

In other funding increases, the State Department is expected to announce a further $60m a year for peacekeeping training in six African countries.

A business conference bringing together African leaders and American Chief executive Officers will be held On Tuesday.

Sworo Charles for Radio Miraya News.”

Tension is mounting between farmers and cattle keepers in Mundri West County, Western Equatoria State.

The latest tensions started on Saturday, after a herd of animals raided and destroyed crop farms in Kozolo village in Amadi payam. 

The farmers retaliated by killing one cow, while the cattle keepers launched a revenge attack and torched three households.

The Commissioner of Mundri West County Lexon Maburuk, says he plans to visit the Payam to find ways of diffusing the tensions.

Lexon Maburuk: “The cattle actually destroyed the whole crops of three households. What happened was one of the owners of the garden decided to shoot the cattle with a bow and it was killed but this culminated into the cattle keepers to go and destroy the houses of those three households. Yesterday I sent security personnel to site but they were not able to reach the location and we have planned to move there tomorrow to go and assess how much damage has been done that so the two parties are brought together and then the issue is looked at in peaceful manner.”

In other news, floods triggered by heavy rains have destroyed an estimated 100 households in Mundri West County.

Mundri West County Commissioner Lexon Maburuk, says a team from the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and some NGO are on the ground to assess the damage and the plight of the displaced persons. 

Lexon Maburuk: “It started last night but one the area along Mori and Yei River was flooded, several houses have been submerged and as I am speaking now RRC, NGOs with County authority are working all the way through to see how much damage was done. Currently I was given a rough number of households it is roughly one hundred households affected but the counting is still going on because people are discussing they want to make more assessment.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news

Intimidation will not deter the civil society in South Sudan from working for the people. 

This is the message the Chairperson of South Sudan Friends for Community, James Kuol Garang, carried after an alleged assassination attempt on Deng Athuei, chairman of the country’s Civil Society Alliance.

James Kuol Garang, told Radio Miraya that all civil societies’ organizations will continue to speak for the voiceless and urged government to investigate the latest incident.

James Kuol Garang: “To us we civil societies in South Sudan this our country although there are challenges we cannot give up. Last year we’re call the government to look for those try to kidnap him but we couldn’t get the result. Even this also accident we call upon the government to make investigation and bring the criminals who try to kill our chairperson. We are going to still work in our activities as usual because we civil society our work is voluntary and also we have part to do in this country. So we cannot give up although there is challenges in leadership we must face the challenges.”       
A severe shortage of Malaria drugs in Gogrial East County of Warrap state has resulted into the deaths of mainly children aged between five  and eight  years.
Gogrial East county commissioner, Wol Anei Anei says the shortage of drugs has been worsened by lack of health facilities and poor road linkage between Warrap State and parts of the counties.

Wol is appealing to the national health ministry to intervene and address the shortages.

The South Sudan Red Cross has stepped up a hygiene campaign to control further spread of cholera in Eastern Equatoria State.

The Branch Director of South Sudan Red Cross in Eastern Equatoria State, Philip Marcello, says areas worst affected by cholera are Torit, Nyong Payam, Ikwotos and Magwi Centre.

Marcello explains what the Red Cross is telling the people in Eastern Equatoria state.


Philip Marcello: “For us we are giving the five steps of stopping Cholera; washing hands when you want to eat food and also they are supposed to use clean water that has been treated by our volunteers and also the use of the pure. Also let them use it in accurate way. And also covering food and eating hot food. This is the message; and also digging of pit latrines.”
In foreign news, the government of Liberia has ordered that all bodies of people killed by the Ebola virus must be cremated.

The decision follows the refusal of some communities to allow the burial of Ebola victims on their land.

The BBC's reporter in the capital, Monrovia, says cremation is not part of the culture in Liberia and health experts say burial ceremonies have played a role in the transmission of the virus.

Ebola has claimed 728 lives in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone this year, the worst-ever outbreak.

Ebola spreads by contact with infected blood and bodily fluids - and touching the body of someone who has died of Ebola is particularly dangerous.

And in sports, a total of 28 nations will play in 7 groups in September, October and November to determine  teams who will join the hosts Morocco in 2015 Africa Cup of Nations finals. 

The top two from each group and the best third-placed teams will qualify to the tournament that kicks off in January.

Kenya and Tanzania have been eliminated from the qualifying for the 2015 Africa cup of nations.

Kenya and Lesotho draw without goals in Nairobi on Sunday

A result was enough to see Lesotho stepping to a group stage; Lesotho joins Angola, Burkina Faso and Gabon in Group C 
And the Uganda national team, The Cranes, managed to defeat Mauritania 1-0. Making it 3-0 on aggregate. That result qualifies Uganda to join the black stars of Ghana, Togo And Guinea in Group E

Rwanda has joined the title-holder Nigeria, South Africa and Sudan in Group A after successful penalties and a 2-0 win over Congo-Brazzaville in the first league they knocked out Libya after a 3-0 to win 3-2 on the second match and  Botswana qualified also after a one all draw against Guinea-Bissau after 3-1 victory in the second leg. Join Egypt, Tunisia and Senegal in Group G.

While Sierra Leone booking of a place in the next stage after their away game was cancelled due to Ebola virus. 

The Confederation of African Football has confirmed Sierra Leone have now qualified  to Group stage along with Ivory Coast, Cameroon and DR Congo. 

To end the news here are the main stories:
· Power blackout delays parliamentary discussion on the national budget. 

· Tension mounts between farmers and cattle keepers in Mundri

· National dialogue on Peace and reconciliation ends in Yambio

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex thanks for listening.  

1

