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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news, with Chaplain Nemaya.

The headlines: 

· IGAD sets deadline for parties to agree on a transitional government and implement a ceasefire
· UNMISS deplores killing of humanitarian worker killed in Bunj, Maban County
· Heavy rains disrupt traffic flow in Western Equatoria State 
IGAD has set an August 10 deadline for both sides to agree on a transitional government and implement a ceasefire.

This was announced on Monday as Peace talks to end more than seven month-long conflict in South Sudan resumed in Addis Ababa.

IGAD Chief Mediator Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin warned the warring parties that they risked facing repercussions if fighting continued, amid warnings of looming famine.

Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, UDF Deputy Secretary General, John Orelio, said the formation of a government of national unity remains essential to ending the ongoing conflict.

John Orelio: “That government can be tasked with very important issues. The number one issue is that of reconciliation and healing in South Sudan. You know the war has really confused the whole nation.  There are the people who have died and there are those who are now in diaspora; scattered all over East Africa and other countries. They have to know that we are putting committees across the nation for people to reconcile and to have time for healing.”

The last round of peace talks between President Salva Kiir and his former deputy Riek Machar stalled in June with each side blaming the other for the failure.

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan has condemned the killing of a humanitarian worker in Bunj, Maban County.

The humanitarian worker was killed on Monday morning by members of a community-based self-defense militia calling itself the Mabanese Defence Forces.

Reech Malual reports

Reech Malual: “Maban County is home to more than 120,000 Sudanese refugees who depend on relief and supplies provided by the humanitarian aid workers. The killing on Monday of a humanitarian worker has sparked off concerns about the safety of the United Nations personnel, staff of humanitarian organizations and civilians who have taken refuge in the compounds of United Nations agencies since the violence started yesterday. A press statement issued by the Acting Spokesperson of UNMISS, Joe Contreras, says the security situation in Bunj, Maban County, Upper Nile State, is deteriorating following clashes between the Mabanese Defence Forces and deserting SPLA soldiers. Elements of this militia have been moving around the town, approaching offices of humanitarian organizations and asking if they have any Nuer employees. UNMISS is calling  upon the national and state authorities, in particular the SPLA who have a presence in Bunj, to protect the civilian population, United Nations personnel and humanitarian workers. The Mission is also calling upon the militias to respect the inviolability of United Nations premises and appeals to the national authorities to protect those facilities. Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”
Heavy rains have disrupted traffic along the road linking Tambura to Nagero County in Western Equatoria State.

More than 500 trucks carrying food items and other essentials to Greater Bahr El Ghazal States have remained stuck on the roads after some sections of the road were filled up by water.  

Joseph Minallah, the Nagero County Commissioner says disruption in traffic flow is likely to affect the price of goods.

Joseph Minallah: “Over 500 trucks got stranded between Tambura and Nagero and over ten trucks have overturned. These trucks have overstayed for more than 15 days in those areas. Those trucks are carrying essential goods like drugs, scholastic materials and food items. Our businessmen’s activities have been halted and as such the prices of goods have gone so high.”

In other news, floods triggered by heavy rains have destroyed an estimated 100 households in Mundri West County.

Mundri West County Commissioner Lexon Maburuk says a team from the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and some NGO are on the ground to assess the damage.
Lexon Maburuk: “It started last night. The area along Mori and Yei River was flooded. Several houses have been submerged and as I am speaking now RRC, NGOs with County authority are working all the way through to see how much damage was done. Currently I was given a rough number of households – roughly 100 households affected but the counting is still going on because people are discussing they want to make more assessment.”

Authorities in Lainya County are struggling to address the challenge of high school dropout among the girls in the county.  

Ladu Denis, project officer of the Society for Civic Engagement, says a three-day youth conference was convened to discuss ways of addressing the high school dropout rates among girls.

Ladu Dennis: “The aim is to find out concepts and challenges or way forward that are facing the county. The reactions were that there is need really for the government to come up with ways forward on this issue of the girl child.”

Emmanuel Kunstino, the Executive Director of Lainya County, says the local authorities are working with the Central Equatoria State government to enact by-laws to tackle the high school dropout rates among the girls.

Emmanuel Kunstino: “For us in the county here the only thing is to issue by-laws through the legislative council at least to guide the county, for all these issues concerning the early marriages and health.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) are promoting breastfeeding as the best way to provide infants with the nutrients they need.

On World Breastfeeding Week, observed from 1 to 7 August, Noel Marie Zagre, Regional Nutrition Advisor for UNICEF in Equatorial and Southern Africa says there are still gaps in breastfeeding among countries.

Noel Marie Zagre: "Clearly we have some evidence that many countries are not yet doing very well even though we know that we have also observed a lot of progress in some other countries. Up to now some countries are still having a very low exclusive breastfeeding rate like five per cent while others are doing quite well and even reaching 89 to 95 per cent of exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months of life." 

The South Sudan Red Cross has stepped up a hygiene campaign to control further spread of cholera in Eastern Equatoria State.

The Branch Director of South Sudan Red Cross in Eastern Equatoria State, Philip Marcello, says areas worst affected by cholera are Torit, Nyong Payam, Ikwotos and Magwi Centre.

Marcello explains what the Red Cross is telling the people in Eastern Equatoria state.

Philip Marcello: “For us, we are giving the five steps of stopping cholera: Washing hands when you want to eat food and also they are supposed to use clean water that has been treated by our volunteers and also the use of the pure. Also let them use it in accurate way. And also covering food and eating hot food. This is the message; and also digging of pit latrines.”
In foreign news, the Spokesperson for the UN Relief Agency for Palestine Refugees UNRWA says thousands of people displaced by the ongoing conflict in Gaza are deeply traumatized and live in fear.

Chris Gunness told UN Radio on Monday that Chris Gunness said that the situation has become very difficult for the thousands of families who are now crammed in schools in Gaza.

He pointed out that the displaced people also need sanitation and hygiene equipment as well as mattresses, blankets and basic needs for accommodation.

Chris Gunness: "There are nearly 270,000 displaced people in 90 UNRWA shelters across the Gaza Strip. These people are deeply traumatized and leaving in fear because we have seen that even a UN safe shelter, and I hate to use the word 'safe' because it's such a misnomer, where thousands of people have taken refuge, even they are being hit. So there is nowhere that you can run in Gaza because there is a fence around it and now there is nowhere safe in Gaza and that's been shown beyond all doubt." 
In sports, the division one football tournament enters its third week with eleven teams still contesting for the cup.

Samuel Pawon has the latest results

Samuel Pawon: “Malekia FC defeated Talanga team by two goals to one in a game played at juba football stadium on Monday evening. Monday’s score pushes Malekia FC after to the second position with 18 points, while Talanga FC remains in the last position without any points. In Kuajok Warrap state, Lion FC beat Jamus team by two goals to one in the division one championship. In another match Nassir FC won its match against Nile team by 1-0 on Monday at Kuajok freedom square. Coming up this evening Hilal FC plays against Kuajok City FC and Hilal FC Takes on Nassir team.”
To end the news, the main stories once again:
· IGAD sets deadline for parties to agree on a transitional government and implement a ceasefire

· UNMISS deplores killing of humanitarian worker killed in Bunj, Maban County

· Heavy rains disrupt traffic flow in Western Equatoria State 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org.  I am Chaplain Nemaya. Thanks for listening.  
1

