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Good Afternoon. It’s 100 pm. This is Radio Miraya. I am Agole Alex.

The headlines 
· More aid workers killed in Maban County 

· Hundreds displaced from their homes following clashes between farmers and cattle keepers in Mundri 

· Upper Nile University relocates operations to Juba 
At least five more people have been killed in the latest offensive by members of the Mabanese Defense Forces in Maban County Uppernile state
David Lukan has more in this report. 
Report David Lukan:
Two of the victims were murdered in Bunj Town, while a third aid worker is reported as missing but presumed dead.  

According to the UN Mission in South Sudan, three people died in an ambush as they were attempting to return to the town.
The militia group is reportedly targeting civilians of Nuer origin after they clashed with defecting Nuer soldiers and suffered casualties.
A statement issued by the acting spokesperson, UN Mission in South Sudan, indicates dozens of humanitarian aid workers have taken refuge inside the main compound of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 

The violence has also displaced thousands of persons, most of whom have sought protection amongst refugees in Doro refugee camp that is adjacent to the airstrip. 

SPLA Headquarters and the Upper Nile State government have reported that SPLA reinforcements are also en route to Bunj to rein in the militia elements. 

David Lukan for Radio Miraya News.
Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission in South Sudan remains concerned about the plight of the refugees caught up in the growing tension in Maban.

The concern stems from the killing on Monday of a humanitarian worker in Maban by members of a community-based self-defense militia calling itself the Mabanese Defense Forces.

The UNMISS acting spokesperson told Radio Miraya the killing of this aid worker could have a severe impact on the refugee population there.

Contreras: “Clearly, if the number of humanitarian aid workers in that part of Upper Nile State experiences a sharp decline, then that could affect the refugees desire and preparedness to remain in those camps or go to another part of the country. That’s why we are so concerned about the killing of this aid worker.” 
An estimated 700 people have been displaced from their homes in Kozoro Village of Mundri West County in Western Equatoria State after cattle keepers raided the village on Tuesday.

The majority of the displaced women and children have taken refuge in the neighboring villages.

Mundri West County Commissioner Lexon Maburuk says gunshots could be heard in Kozoro village this morning.

Maburuk: “Cattle keepers, they have taken the village of Kozoro. Now they are the ones enjoying the pumpkins, cassava and so on in that village. Seven hundred and twenty individuals reported they were displaced from Kozoro and they took refuge to Biti Boma and most of them are women and children. We don’t how many people are displaced in Kulundu and Lakamadi and in Amadi. The community reported that there is shooting of guns in the village where they deserted and in a confirmed report we received from Pastor Lexon Mondo this morning that the … “

The Speaker Western Equatoria State Legislative Assembly, Bage James, has condemned the violent destruction of farms caused by the cattle keepers.

He is calling for a peaceful resolution to the growing tensions between the farmers and the cattle keepers.
The IGAD mediation team has renewed its call to the SPLM/A-in-Opposition to honor its commitment to resolve the crisis.

The call by the mediation team comes a day after the SPLA-in-Opposition failed to turn up for the second day of the peace talks on Tuesday.

The mediation team is also calling on the people of South Sudan, IGAD Member States and international partners to urge the SPLM/A-in-Opposition to return to the ongoing peace talks without further delay.

The fifth session of negotiations resumed on Monday, with a call on the warring sides to agree on a transitional government and implement a ceasefire.
A seven-member delegation of the African Union's African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC) has arrived in Bor to assess the situation of children affected by the country's ongoing conflict.

Professor Julia Sloth Nielsen, the vice chairperson of the committee, told a Radio Miraya reporter that Bor represents an ideal but difficult environment to monitor the state of children affected by the ongoing conflict.

Nielsen: “We want to look at prospects for the future. We want to be able to make recommendations that are going to be sustainable and I think Bor presents a difficult situation at the present in terms of the security and perceived security on issues relating to the population but also impacting on children.”
The AU child rights delegation is here to advocate for improved protection and response to children affected by the armed conflict in South Sudan.
Heavy rains have disrupted traffic along the road linking Tambura to Nagero County in Western Equatoria State.

More than 500 trucks carrying food items and other essentials to Greater Bahr El Ghazal States have remained stuck on the roads after some sections of the road were filled up by water. 
Joseph Minallah, the Nagero County Commissioner says disruption in traffic flow is likely to affect the price of goods.

In a related development, the United Nations Mission in South Sudan is supporting the Lakes State government to upgrade and rehabilitate of the Bahr-el-Nam road, linking Rumbek to greater Yirol and Juba.

Lakes State Minister of Physical Infrastructure Abraham Meen Kuc says he hopes the repaired roads will ease travel from Rumbek to Juba using Bhar Naam road.

Meen: “When we talk of the road that is connecting Rumbek East, Yirol West, up to greater Yirol counties was badly (affected). We are also giving some appreciation to UNMISS, Lakes State, for providing us with fuel. Otherwise, we would not have done this excellent work. It is within their support that we are able to catch up those badly damaged areas around this Bhar-Naam river side.”
The deteriorating state of roads has had a severe impact on the traders transporting goods from Juba to Lakes State.

Upper Nile University will relocate to Juba for one year, the academic Registrar Upper Nile State University, Wani Anthony Cisto, has said.

The academic registrar says that the university will operate in Juba for one year.

Cisto: “After this second semester the results will be processed. It will be displayed to the students. And then those students who have supplementary or substitutes, they’ll go for those exams and then from there we’ll think of when to open the university for the new academic year. But surely we are going to open it here in Juba because the government has given us a green light that Upper Nile University, because of this crisis, will be relocated to Juba town for a period of one year. Possibly at the end of this year or early next year.”

Meanwhile, students of Upper Nile University are currently sitting their exams in the three centers of Juba, Wau and Khartoum.     

These students in Juba said they are happy to be given an opportunity to sit these exams.

Students Vox Pops”

 “Yeah, I feel so much excited with the exams, much as there are some challenges, but the exams are fine. We are struggling to see that at least that we finish this semester. Then we hope that if the university is going to continue here then it is going to be much better than when it is in Malakal at the moment.// Yeah, extremely happy with the examinations, and the, what we are crying for mostly was to finish the examinations. What put us in dilemma is only that when it will open, it will be from the administration.”
Authorities in Lainya County, plan to enact by-laws to regulate girl child education in the county.

The proposed by-laws stem from public concerns about the high rate of school dropouts among the children.

Emmanuel Kunstino, the executive director, Lainya County, is optimistic that the bylaws will help support efforts to keep girls in schools.
Kunstino:  “For us in the county here, the only thing is to issue by-laws through the legislative council, at least to guide the county, for all these issues concerning the early marriages and health.
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
In foreign news
US companies have pledged $14 billion dollars of investment in Africa in areas such as energy and infrastructure.

US President Barack Obama said last evening that this is part of the efforts to strengthen US ties with Africa as China increases its African investments.
The BBC reporter in Washington says the deals announced on Tuesday included a $5 billion partnership between the private-equity firm Blackstone and Aliko Dangote, Africa's richest businessman, for energy infrastructure projects in sub-Saharan Africa, as well as more investments in Obama's Power Africa initiative.
The announcement came at the first US-Africa Leaders' Summit, attended by over 40 African heads of state.
And in sports
Several matches were played around the country last evening in the ongoing Division One football tournaments.

Samuel Pawon has a report.
Sports updates with Pawon.
Latest results on Miraya sports news show. Nassir FC emerged victor after beating Hilal FC by three goals to one.

The match played at Juba Football Stadium on Tuesday evening puts Nassir FC in the third position with 17 points, while Hilal FC has 14 points.

In Aweil, Northern Bahr el Gazal State, Salam FC defeated Muderia team by two goals to nil in a game played at Awiel Freedom Square.
Gazala FC beat Eagle team by two goals to nil in Kuajok Warrap State.

This evening, Juba Rainbow FC takes on Melekia FC, and, Aweil stars will play against Hi Tuch FC, and in Warrap, Kuajok city takes on Hilal FC.
Samuel Pawon reporting for Radio Miraya News.
To end the news, the main stories once again.
· More aid workers killed in Maban County offensive 

· Hundreds displaced from their homes following clashes between farmers and cattle keeper in Mundri 

· IGAD mediation team orders SPLA-in-Opposition members to return to the peace talks
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole Alex. Thanks for listening.  
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