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Good afternoon. It’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The headlines

· Civil society calls for updates on the formation of a transitional government
· UN Security Council warns of sanctions against peace spoilers
· Government issues alert on Ebola

Civil society is calling on the government to give an update on the formation of a transitional government.  

A 60-day deadline to form a government of national unity expired yesterday, Sunday, as peace talks continue in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 

The deadline was set during an IGAD assembly heads of state and government in May.
  

Under the peace deal, President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar agreed to the establishment of a unity government as a step towards ending the conflict.
Edmund Yakani is the Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO.  

Yakani urges the two warring parties to inform the public.
Yakani: “The two warring parties have committed themselves before us as the citizens of the country that within the 60 days they would sort out the problem to administer the country, but, unfortunately, until today, as the 60 days expired yesterday, we have not seen anything. We are calling on the two parties that we are watching out as citizens. We need to see them moving ahead. What can they tell us? We need to hear from them officially what can they tell us? The 60 days have expired what can they tell us?”
The civil society group is also calling on the UN Security Council to take a strong position for peace during their scheduled visit tomorrow. 
A team from the Security Council is expected in the country tomorrow.
  

CEPO Director Edmund Yakani says the Council members should put pressure on both the government and the opposition to end the conflict.
  

Yakani: “We need the Security Council to real take a strong stand to ensure that both parties are really working for peace and stability in Addis. We need to see these talks to go really to an agreement. We don’t want to see these talks become the talks of the talk. Let them walk the talk for an agreement. That’s what we need the Security Council strong on. We don’t want to see them compromising with both warring parties. The other thing is that the Security Council is coming to Juba, the humanitarian situation is challenging and this humanitarian situation is a man-made humanitarian situation. Can the Security Council help us to really be hard on both warring parties to ensure that the humanitarian situation is improved?”

Meanwhile, the United Nations Security Council has warned that it is prepared to impose targeted sanctions “against those who take action that undermine the peace, stability, and security of South Sudan”

.  

More in the report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha……

Sworo’s report:
************************************************

“The UN Council said in a statement on Friday that it was prepared to work in consultation with the regional grouping, IGAD, that is a mediator in the peace talks, and the African Union to impose the restrictions on those who prevent the implementation of the peace agreements. A team from the Security Council is due in South Sudan tomorrow, during which the envoys are expected to deliver the message directly to the country's leaders.

Meanwhile, OXFAM International stresses the crisis must be resolved through negotiations. In a statement, the International NGO says there is no military solution to the conflict and describes the humanitarian crisis resulting from the conflict as a “man-made disaster.” 
OXFAM is also calling on the international community to show a united front and use all their diplomatic influence to ensure both parties engage meaningfully in the talks. Since December, more than 1.5 million people have been displaced, including over 400,000 who have fled the country seeking refuge in neighboring countries.
I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.” 

The army has repulsed an attack on their position in Nassir County, Upper Nile State.

Lt Col Joseph Marier Samuel, acting spokesman for the Sudan People's Liberation Army, has confirmed that the SPLA base was attacked on Sunday by the opposition forces loyal to Dr Riek Machar.

He explains that the army acted in self-defense and repulsed the opposition forces.

Joseph Marier: “We have captured from them one RPG, four AKM rifles, one G3 and one G4. On our side, we have no casualties yet reported. These people are meaning to do so because whenever they see that our delegation has gone to Adiss Ababa for peace talks they try by any means to destroy the ongoing peace talks. And that is why they always shell us and attack us like what happened in Nasir. The situation now is under control. We are in control of the area of Nasir.”
Radio Miraya is yet to get a response from the opposition. 

A committee of experts from the African Union has urged the government of South Sudan and the SPLM/A in opposition to respect the cessation of hostility agreements and stop recruitment of child soldiers. 

The committee has completed visits to areas most affected by the crisis and will present its report to the Commission of African Union in Addis Ababa for discussion.   

The head of the committee, Professor Julia Sloth-Nielsen, says the committee will also ensure a follow up on crimes committed against children during the conflict. 
Sloth: “The African committee of experts on the rights on children recommends affected areas to clearly follow their roles and responsibilities to ensure that rape and sexual assault survivors are provided comprehensive support solution and assistance for psychosocial recovery. The committee urges the government of South Sudan the Sudanese soldiers in opposition and all other organized forces to honor the commitments made to the Secretary-General, special representatives and children in armed conflicts.”
You are listening to radio Miraya News
The Ministry of the Interior has issued an alert, warning against travel to West Africa following an Ebola outbreak.  

Interior Minister Aleu Ayieny Aleu on state television said people are strongly advised not to travel to Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia until further notice.  

Travelers coming from those countries will undergo a quarantine period of 30 days before they are allowed to mix with communities.  

The Minister has also ordered the Department of Wildlife Conservation to restrict hunting of monkeys, bats and squirrels that are known to accelerate the spread of the disease. 

Meanwhile, the Director General of the World Health Organization, Dr Margaret Chan, says the spread of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa is being fueled by weak health systems, cultural beliefs and a lack of enough health workers to contain the disease. 
The Ebola outbreak in West Africa, which has claimed over 900 lives, has been declared an international public health emergency last week. 
Cases have been reported in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. Nigeria and Benin have also confirmed two cases each. 

WHO Director Margaret Chan is calling for international solidary to help the affected countries cope with the outbreak.
Chan: “Countries affected to date simply do not have the capacity to manage an outbreak of this size and complexity on their own. They do not have the financial capacity; they do not have enough doctors, nurses, even the protective clothing. Yes, they have some but they don't have the amount that is required to scale up in order to contain the outbreak. These countries just came out of years of conflict and difficulties. If we do not support these countries, they will be set back for many, many years."
Guinea has since closed its borders with Sierra Leone and Liberia in a bid to halt the spread of the epidemic. 
A team of specialists is in Lakes State to offer free eye surgery.  

The experts from the international NGO AMREF International and ‘Light for the World’, an NGO providing eye health services, is conducting the operations at Rumbek State hospital.  

Ekuwam David, a doctor with AMREF, says the eye surgeries are expected to last one month.  

David: “We have divided ourselves into two groups, one group is taking care of eye problem and second group is taking care of bone and joint diseases. Most of them are injures, war injures, in the eye. I am an eye doctor. So far, we have seen more than 150 patients with eye problems and we have done a total of 15 operations. We still have more than 50 operations to do. The most common problem is cataracts, which come as a result of old age and the second problem is trachoma, which is usually an issue of a shortage of water and especially hygiene.” 

A clinical officer in Ministry of Health, Joseph Deng Makur, says the NGOs have returned to the state to conduct the surgeries because of the increasing number of patients.   

Still in Warrap, high cases of maternal mortality have been reported at Tonj South County Civil hospital.  

Nurses we spoke to attribute the increase to inaccessibility to health facilities and shortage of drugs in the county.  
Doro Isaac, the head nurse at the hospital, says mothers have to travel long distances to access maternal services.
She cautions husbands to prepare for delivery in time. 
Isaac: “We advise their husbands. If your wife is about 8 months to 9 months, you have to prepare yourself for receiving your baby. You never know what is going to happen. Maybe she is going to have complications in labor. So you may prepare money, like 500 to 1,000 ready for your wife in case she has complications. She will be transferred to Wau while you have money to help her easily.”
Doro says in the latest case, a woman died in labour due to complications suffered during delivery of twins.  
And in sports
The South Sudan football cup got underway in Juba yesterday with a one all draw between Malakia FC and the Dream team of Yei in the opening match. 

In today’s matches, Tahrir FC of Rumbek takes on Imatong of Torit, Eastern Equatoria, at Juba Stadium, while in Wau, Gazala meets Ngok FC from Abyei.

In Yambio, Western Equatoria, the Champions tournament for first division football teams kicked off yesterday at the Yambio Freedom Square. 
In the opening game, Villa United collected the first three points of the tournament, after beating Cobra 3-2. 

Today Saint Mary face Al Wehida at 4 pm. Six clubs are taking part in the tournament.
To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Civil society calls for updates on the formation of a transitional government

· Security Council warns of sanctions against peace spoilers 

· Government issues alert on Ebola 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Agole. Thanks for listening.
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