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Good afternoon. Its 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News. 
The headlines: 
· UN Security Council meets with President Salva Kiir 

· Opposition speaks out on reports of recruitment of child soldiers
· International Youth Day draws attention to mental illnesses suffered by youth 

United Nations Security Council ambassadors are meeting with President Salva Kiir in Juba.  

The delegation that makes up the 15 permanent membership of the Council are also expected to meet with women, the civil society and communities affected by the conflict. 

They touched down at Juba International airport this morning for a two day visit. 
Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya is here with details.
Chaplain Nemaya: “A team of 33 members from the UN Security Council arrived at Juba International airport at 9:40am.  The team was welcomed by Martin Lomuro, Minister of Cabinet Affairs and Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial.  On their arrival the Foreign Affairs Minister gave a welcome brief and highlighted their meeting with top government officials, first of whom is the President whom they are meeting.  After meeting the President they will come to the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs and give a statement.  We are expecting them to come in the next 30 minutes to give a press statement.”  

United States Secretary of State John Kerry has issued a strong statement condemning the apparent failure of the government and the opposition to stop the conflict and move forward in the peace talks.  

In his statement, Kerry says the violation of a 60-day ultimatum to form a government of National unity is an outrage, further saying the country’s leaders have continued to let their people down as deadlines keep passing and innocent people continue to die.  
The Secretary of State has called on regional groupings IGAD and the African Union to immediately take appropriate action to bring peace to the people of South Sudan.

The opposition has reacted to claims of the existence of child soldiers within its ranks. 

A committee of experts from the African Union in a recent assessment reported both warring parties have recruited child soldiers into their ranks. 

Acting Army Spokesperson Lt. Col. Joseph Marier Samuel earlier denied the allegations and accused the opposition of carrying out the recruitments.  

The spokesperson of the leader of the SPLM in the opposition James Gadet Dak denies recruiting children, but has admitted the presence of fighters under the age of 18 years in the White Army; that is mainly composed of youth.  

James Gadet Dak: “We are not recruiting but we understand that there are some in our forces that are under the age of 18. These are not recruited intentionally. They happened to be part of the white army that responded to the crises in Juba last year. We don’t have the policy of recruiting child soldiers but we understand there are some in our forces and we discourage that. We talk to them to leave the army.”

On the talks, the opposition says they are still committed to the Addis Ababa negotiations.  

Spokesperson James Gadet Dak regrets the passing of the 60-day deadline to form a transitional government.  

James Gadet Dak: “Unfortunately, the six days ultimatum has gone because of this misunderstanding and lack of format. But now the parties have come to an understanding together with IGAD that the two parties should likely negotiate the issues. We on our side we are committed to the resolution of the crisis; to the ending of the war and we are willing to negotiate even in the next shortest time possible.”

Direct talks between the government and the opposition are expected to resume tomorrow, Wednesday. 
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Measures are being put in place to screen passengers at Juba International Airport for Ebola. 
The Director of Preventive Health Services at the Ministry of Health, Pinyi Nyimol, says travelers entering the country will go through rigorous checks to ensure they are not infected with the virus. 

Nyimol says an isolation room has also been put up at Juba Teaching Hospital for suspected cases.

Pinyi Nyimol: “The national taskforce is comprised of Ministry of Interior, Ministry of SPLA Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health and WHO. We want to set the screening table or desk at the airport to screen anybody coming from outside the country, including nationals. They will be given a form to fill and then they will be screened through a detective device which can detect a fever. Then if there is a suspected case, this case will be taken to Juba Teaching Hospital, where there is an isolation place, and there will be ambulance on standby to carry this patient to hospital. Samples will be taken and send for investigation.”

The Chief of Immigration at Juba International Airport, Acien Yor, confirms they have intercepted two travelers from West Africa – where more than nine hundred people have died from the disease.
Yor says a man from Sierra Leone was deported last week, while a Liberian National was stopped on arrival at the airport on Monday morning.

Acien Yor: “This man is UN staff. We found that he has been in Liberia; particularly in the capital Monrovia therefore we stopped him for a while. We didn’t detain him because we don’t have legal grounds where we can detain at the airport for a long time. We just stopped him at our offices and we are now doing the process of which will decide later after I contact the authorities from immigration office headquarter and Ministry of Interior.” 

A ban on hunting of selected wild animals has been imposed, as a precautionary measure against Ebola.  

The Department of wildlife conservation says hunting of monkeys, rodents and bats has been stopped with immediate effect.  

The Director General of Wildlife, Philip Majak says the animals are suspected carriers of the disease.  

Philip Majak: “We have to ban the hunting of the animals which we are suspect can give us this disease, like monkeys, squirrels and other animals – very small animals of the kind. So I am talking to the public about this standing order of the Ministry of Interior and Wildlife that during these days or within two months hunting is banned. Let our people respect that instruction.”

The Director General also urges the public not to consume dried meat brought in by traders.  

Meanwhile, the United States government is sending an experimental drug to Liberia.  

This after Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf requested the US government to avail the drug which was used on two Americans who tested positive and have since improved after contracting the virus.  

The drug will be administered to health workers treating patients in Liberia. 

Meanwhile Rwanda is treating a suspected case of the disease.  

A German student with Ebola-like symptoms has been put in isolation, and is waiting for test results.

The Rwandan health ministry says the patient is a medical student who had recently spent time in Liberia.

On this day to mark International Youth Day, it has been revealed that about 20 per cent of the world's youth experience a mental health condition each year. 

This was contained in a United Nations publication which also estimates that there are 1.8 billion adolescents and youth making up a quarter of the world's population. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon says this year’s focus on mental health issues is to help lift the veil that keeps young people locked in isolation and silence. 

The Secretary’s Generals envoy for youth, Ahmad Alhendawi says mental health is important for young people around the world.

Ahmad Alhendawi: "This issue is one of particular importance because it affects youth from all over the world. Youth have the great of a range of mental health conditions while transitioning from childhood to adulthood. Globally, it's estimated that approximately 20 per cent of youth experience a mental condition each year. And one of the social issues arising from having a mental health condition is the stigma and discrimination that often comes with it."
Authorities in Tonj South County in Warrap State fear a health catastrophe is looming over the county.  

Acting Director of Tonj Civil hospital David Stephen says Tonj Civil hospital receives up to 100 malaria patients daily, but does not have drugs for treatment. 

Stephen says they are also in urgent need of surgeons and specialists.  

David Stephen: “We need a specialist surgeon because a lot of patients come with emergencies like obstructed hernia and appendicitis. Two days back we received patient with an obstructed liver disorder and then unfortunately the patient died of a rupture. In this season of heavy rains, we are receiving a lot of patients [suffering from malaria]. Sometimes it goes up to 70 to 100 patients per day. We have drugs of malaria in Tonj hospital but they are not enough.”

In Nigeria, wives of Nigerian soldiers have protested against their husbands being sent to fight militant Islamist group Boko Haram. 

About 100 women protested at the main military barracks in Gwoza town, north-eastern Maiduguri city.

The men are being rounded up from the barracks to retake the town from the Islamic militants.  

Hundreds of people were killed when Boko Haram seized Gwoza last week and the women fear their husbands will be killed after the Islamic militants. 

Boko Haram is fighting to create an Islamic state in Nigeria.

And in the ongoing South Sudan football cup, Imatong FC of Torit beat Tahrir FC of Rumbek 2-nil at Juba stadium last evening.  

In Wau, Islah football club of Aweil beat homeboys Amal FC from Raja 1-nil.  

Still in Wau, the match between Ngok FC and the team from Abyei ended in a goalless draw.  

In today’s matches, Malakia FC take on Dream FC of Yei at Juba stadium. 

Matches in Wau resume tomorrow when Gazal FC and Ngok meet in the first match, and Islah take on Amal FC in the second game of the day.  

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· UN Security Council meets with President Salva Kiir 

· Opposition speaks out on reports of recruitment of child soldiers

· International Youth Day draws attention to mental illnesses suffered by youth 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 

1

