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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· UN Security Council concludes visit to South Sudan; to meet IGAD officials later today 

· Legislature approves the 2014-2015 National budget 

· Cases of rape and looting reported in Rumbek, following killing of paramount chief 

United Nations Security Council ambassadors are expected to meet with IGAD Ministers in Nairobi later today.  

The ambassadors left Juba earlier today, with words of disappointment over the failure of the warring parties to find a peaceful solution to the crisis. More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The President of the Council, UK Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant, described their visit as ‘disappointing.’ Ambassador Grant said their meetings with President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar did not give a strong indication of a rapid agreement in the peace talks.”
Mark Lyall Grant: “Well, in some ways it has been rather disappointing. We’ve had engagements with President Kiir and Riek Machar but we did not hear much from them that gave us hope that there would be rapid agreement in the talks in Addis Ababa. The two positions remain far apart.” 

On atrocities committed, US Ambassador Samantha Power says opposition leader Riek Machar communicated to them in a video conference call that investigations are progressing into an April massacre in which hundreds of people were murdered in Bentiu, Unity State.  

Samantha Power: “He said that there has been some progress in an investigation into the horrors that happened in Bentiu. We need to follow up on that and make sure that that is the case. He said that he was engaging sincerely in the Addis Ababa talks, but we, the international community, are prepared to put much more pressure and to impose consequences for him or anybody in this country who does not pursue the path of peace.”

Luxembourg, as chair of the Security Council’s Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict sounded a strong warning against the recruitment of children into military ranks.  The Country’s Deputy Representative Olivier Maes:

Olivier Maes: “A possible follow up that we would envisage as the chair of the working group of children in armed conflict could be a visit by the chair of the working group to South Sudan maybe later this year.” 
The Security Council diplomats also paid a visit to Malakal to meet with some of the community’s worst affected.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya News. 

In their meeting with the Security Council ambassadors, the civil society called on the Council Members to ensure the supply of arms and ammunition to the warring parties is stopped.  

Civil Society groups, women and religious leaders called on the international community to put pressure on the government and the opposition to find a peaceful solution to the crisis. Edmund Yakani is the Executive Director for the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization – CEPO and was at the meeting. 

Edmund Yakani: “The President of the Security Council told us that the quest for justice and accountability is their commitment. They want to ensure that justice and accountability prevail on the atrocities that were committed. Also the Security Council is standing firm to ensure that women participation in the peace process is meaningful and effective. And also they commit themselves that they will ensure that the war is stopped and that means the warring parties commit themselves to the cessation of hostilities that they have signed and the Security Council will put more addition to ensure that the IGAD monitoring and verification mechanisms are supported and they are effective.”

The United States government has announced a donation of $180 million in emergency food aid to South Sudan. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, US Ambassador to South Sudan Susan Page said her government’s support towards South Sudan will focus on food security.  

Susan Page: “Right now, we are mostly focusing on food security. As you know, there is a prospect of a famine and while it may not be declared in the next couple of months – even if it is not a famine – we are trying to do everything possible to get up and running with our international and national partners to get feeding centers up and running. We have seen that this has been effective because they did go out and did some monitoring of the situation and found the situation had improved in some of the further areas to reach, largely because the feeding centers had become operational.”

The National Legislative assembly has approved the National Budget of 11 Billion South Sudanese Pounds with some amendments driven by budget cuts.

The budget was approved on Tuesday evening after a lengthy but calm debate on the cuts and re-allocations. 

More in the following report with our reporter Reech Malual. 

Reech Malual: “The chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Finance and Economic Development, Go Makua Mayor, told parliament that several government institutions with the exception of Security have suffered some budget cuts. Travel costs, training, supplies, tools and materials plus other operations expenditures are some of the areas that have suffered budget cuts.

More than 162 million South Sudanese Pounds accumulated from the budget cuts has been re-allocated to 15 government agencies including the Anti-corruption Commission, Ministry of Electricity, Dams, Irrigation and Water Resources and the Ministry of Transport, Roads and Bridges.
This year’s budget has also given priority to five roads including Juba-Bor, Juba-Yambio, Juba- Yirol-Shambe.
The cuts however raised a stormy debate in the August House with some MPs arguing that cuts made to some sectors were unrealistic because these sectors were equally important to the economy.

The MPs proceeded with the fourth reading and passed the budget with amendments. They however noted that the national income is too low because of the ongoing crisis in the country.

In a related development, the National Legislature has passed in its third reading the Appropriate Bill, to guide budget process.  The bill and the budget will then be forwarded to the office of the president to be signed into law

I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.”
Cases of rape and looting are being reported in Maleng-Agok Payam of Rumbek East County, Lakes State.  

Members of the community Radio Miraya spoke to, say the rapes occurred between the 6th and 7th of this month, in what appears to be revenge for the killing of a paramount chief last week. Up to 12 women and children have reportedly been abused.  

The State Commissioner for Police, Kothea Kedit Mortat, confirms looting took place but says Police have since been deployed. On the rape allegations, Kothea says his office has received only two reports.  

Kothea Kedit Mortat: “There are only two cases which are being reported to us here. There are two wives who came and reported, so we gave them forms to go the hospital. These are only people that we know but other, the number that they said it is twelve or more than that, I think it is a lie. We have got only two cases reported to us.”

Radio Miraya contacted some of the victims and eyewitnesses. They speak of being put at gun point and abused by armed youth.  

Vox pop of women
· “We were sleeping in the house with our children. The people came at around 4am. They woke us up and ordered us to come out of the house. I sat down with my child. They slapped my ears and pushed me down and asked me to take the child back into the house: ‘Put down the child, you prostitute, bring that child so we can identify him; if he is a boy we can shoot him.’ I put the child down and they pulled me out to the farm. They raped me and when they finished, they ordered me to go back home naked.” 

Read out of interview with rape victim (25years)
· “They found us sleeping at night and ordered us to get up. They started beating my small son and chased him out. Also my co-wife was forced out together with me. They pulled us in different directions. We never knew women could be affected by conflict .Those who rape lactating women have no humanity. They have already killed us by raping us.” 

Interview with rape victim (13 year old girl from Makuac village)

· “They came at 11pm and found us asleep in the house. They pointed the gun through the windows. They told us, ‘If you don’t come out, we will burn the house.’ So we came out. (We were) 15 children were sleeping together in one room. We came out with my uncle’s wife. One man beat me and I cried then the tall man pulled my hands and dragged me into the farm and starting raping and beating me. After they finished with me, they looted our goats and everything in the house.”
Paramount chief Apareer Chut Dhuol from the Gonyi section was shot dead by an unknown gunman last Tuesday. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

A car has overturned along the Juba-Yei road, injuring two people.  

The Land Cruiser was traveling from Juba to Yei when the driver lost control at Bele Boma.  The driver and one passenger were injured and have been rushed to Yei Civil hospital.  

An eyewitness who we spoke to said the driver lost control as he tried to dodge potholes.  

Eyewitness: “The land cruiser was turned upside down. The driver was injured and one woman was complaining of her head paining, but the rest of passengers were safe. The problem was the road. The road from Juba to Lainya is completely bad.”

The Commissioner of Lainya County, Huda Laila, is appealing to the National and State Governments to fix the Juba-Yei road to reduce road accidents along the route.

Engineers have been sent to the ground to open up drainages in areas affected by flooding in Juba.  

A team from the National Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management carried out an assessment recently and found that more than 400 households are affected by the recurrent floods.  

Areas most affected were identified as Lemon Gaba and Jopa residential areas.  

The Director for Emergency and Preparedness in the ministry, Alison Barnaba, said his office and the Office of the President will work on water ways.

Alison Barnaba: “We had several meetings with our comrades, the engineers. We agreed that they have to go and open the water channels. They are ready now. Yesterday, I was with them, giving them tents in which they can keep their heavy machines here in order to be able to easily dig water channels in those affected areas. There were some demands from those people who have been affected and another group is taking care of that with our partners.”

Similar floods are being experienced in Twic East County, Jonglei State. The County Health Director, James Magok, says people are shifting to higher ground.    

South Sudanese refugees living in more than 30 camps in Khartoum will eventually be relocated, after heavy rain flooded their living areas.  

The refugees camped in Jebel Aulia, South of Khartoum, are concerned about their property and a possible outbreak of waterborne diseases.  

The humanitarian relief officer in the South Sudan Embassy in Khartoum, Cabbi Jeremiah, says an inspection has been conducted in all 38 camps and it was agreed that the refugees will be shifted. 

Cabbi however says the relocation will be done after basic social services have been put in place at the new sites.  

Cabbi Jeremiah: “We visited and inspected the new areas and agreed with the authorities of Khartoum State to avail basic needs like water, schools and health services. We asked some missionary schools like Comboni to provide education in the camps. At the moment, I do not think the relocation will take place because its needs earlier preparations and the Khartoum government is not ready to transport the refugees but is only trying to improve the livelihood of these refugees in the areas where they  are living now.”     

And in sports, Malakia FC thrashed Dream FC 5-nil in their South Sudan cup game played at Juba Stadium last evening. 

In today’s match, Islaha FC of Aweil takes on Amal of Raja at Wau Stadium. Eight teams from selected States are taking part in the tournament, hosted in Wau and Juba.  Finals will be played on the 30th of this month.  

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· UN Security Council concludes visit to South Sudan; to meet IGAD officials later today 

· Legislature approves the 2014-2015 National budget 

· Cases of rape and looting reported in Rumbek, following killing of paramount chief 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening.
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