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Good afternoon. Its 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· IGAD ministers recommend tough action against parties hindering peace talks  
· Schools close as violent youth target students in revenge for killing of paramount chief in Rumbek 

· Vaccination campaign targets 70,000 animals in Twic East, Jonglei State
IGAD ministers have recommended tough action against parties hindering the peace talks.  

In a meeting with members of the UN Security Council in Nairobi, the IGAD Ministers briefed the Council members on the progress of the talks.  

Ethiopia’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Tedros Adha-nom Gheb-reye-sus, said in a statement that the IGAD envoys communicated to the ambassadors that the negotiations had stalled over the past two months, largely due to refusal by the opposition to participate.

A political analyst from the University of Juba says the government and opposition should use the recent visit of the UN Security Council as a chance to show their seriousness in finding a peaceful solution to the conflict.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Adam Shaloun, the acting Dean of Students at the university says the pressure exerted on the warring parties should encourage effective dialogue.  

Adam Shaloun: “I hope they will evaluate their position and take this chance to resolve the problem. I’m not pessimistic.  Definitely at the end of the day, they know what they are doing and they need to come back to take the aspirations of their people seriously because they are part and parcel of their people. The people need them and they need the people. This is their chance to tell the world they have the means, the power and the will to solve the problem.”  

                

On the formation of a transitional government, Shaloun says it is possible to create the government of national unity, if both sides cooperate and reach a consensus. 

The same message has been echoed by the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS)
Acting Special Representative to the Secretary General, Raisedon Zenenga says the visit should encourage both parties to commit to the peace process.  

Raisedon Zenenga: “It is our hope that as a result of the visit of the Council, there will be greater momentum in the peace process in Addis Ababa. They are concerned about impunity; they want the track record of impunity to be broken immediately. They are concerned about the suffering of the children, not just from food insecurity but also from the war.  They are also concerned about the displaced.  With respect to UNMISS, we know that we will continue to get the full support of the Council. They are our masters – they are the ones who gave us this mandate. They will continue to provide the resources so it was a very important visit. It will have a great impact on UNMISS and also on the peace process.”
The donor community, UN agencies and the South Sudan National Police Service (SSNPS) are moving on with a plan of action to facilitate the return to their homes of thousands of IDPs still living in UN camps in Juba.

Representatives of UN agencies, UNMISS and donor governments met with the police to devise ways in which the movement could be encouraged.  

Currently there are more than 30,000 IDPs living at the UN camps in Tomping and UN House. Our Reporter Reech Malual has more in the following report.

************************************************

Reech Malual: “A working group of representatives from the United Kingdom, UNDP, UNESCO and UNMISS all pledged to work alongside the South Sudan National Police Service. The UN mission offered to support the initiative by deploying teams from its Human Rights, UNPOL and Civilian Protection units to train up to 400 police personnel. The personnel will be brought from states that have not been affected by the conflict to undergo training and handle patrols in identified areas of Juba. UNMISS Police Commissioner Fredrick Yiga explains further support offered by the UN Mission.”

Fredrick Yiga: “The message from the mission is we will help in the recruitment and screening process and number two the UN will use its regular flights to insure that these officers are brought to Juba.”
Reech Malual: “UN Development Programme (UNDP), UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the UK Agency for International Development have also pledged to support the initiative in areas of issuing ID cards, police registration, police education and training.”
South Sudan Police Inspector General Lt Gen. Pieng Deng Kuol welcomes the response.

Lt Gen. Pieng Deng Kuol: “All the responses which we have just received now are very encouraging and I think that generally the respond is positive.” 

Reech Malual: “A working group of six team members drawn from the Police service and the UN will be formed to follow up on the progress. The team will also be responsible for coming up with an action plan to implement the exercise. I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya.

Schools have been closed temporarily in Rumbek East County, Lakes State as revenge attacks following the killing of a paramount chief spiral out of control.

The State’s Education Minister Dut Makoi Kuok says youth vandalized four primary schools in Pachong payam, forcing more than 3,000 students to flee to Rumbek town. 

Makoi Kuok says the attackers appeared to be looking for students to kill, in retaliation for the chief’s murder. 

Makoi Kuok: “They were looking for grown up children to kill because of the killing of Paramount Chief. We closed down Cuei Chok Primary School and Maleng-Agok Primary School with a population of more than 1700 children. We have also closed a school called Panbakou Primary with a population of over 600 pupils and we have also, on a temporarily basis, closed down Gorok Primary School which has a population of 700 pupils. We have information that some those communities were vandalizing some schools. For example in Gorok Primary School benches were vandalized plus textbooks and exercise books.”  

Paramount chief Apareer Chut Dhuol from the Gonyi section was shot dead by an unknown gunman last Tuesday. 

Earlier Radio Miraya reported mass rapes and lootings carried out on communities in Rumbek East in apparent revenge for his killing. 

The South Sudanese Embassy in Cairo, Egypt is warning nationals against getting involved in criminal acts. 

The caution comes after a South Sudanese journalist, Denggadiet Deng Ayouk, was attacked by a gang of youth in Cairo. 

A police case was opened and one person has been identified. 

South Sudan’s ambassador to Egypt, Anthony Kon says any person found to be involved in riots or criminal acts will be deported. 

Anthony Kon: “During this month, many killings and violent acts happened. Two weeks ago, one person was killed. Journalist Dengadiet was attacked last Monday night and as a result, his leg was broken. It’s an unfortunate act .We want decisive actions against those who carry out these criminal acts. Any person accused of a criminal act, we will take action against him and he may go to prison. Within these days Egyptian security will scale up operations. That is why  we are asking the government of  South Sudan to provide us with tickets to enable us to transport those people.”
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Discussions on the building of a standard gauge railway line connecting South Sudan to other regional countries are underway in Juba.  

A technical committee from South Sudan, Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda is looking at feasibility studies to build the line. 

The Deputy Minister of Transport, Roads and Bridges, Simon Mijok, says the team will meet over the next three days. 

Mijok says South Sudan has already signed an agreement with Chinese company to construct the section of the railway from Nimule to Juba.

Simon Mijok: “This technical work is going to discuss in details the feasibility studies for the sections of the railway like ours from Nimule to Juba, which has been projected to be 165 kilometers. We’ve already signed the MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) and the EPC (Engineering Procurement Agreement) with the Chinese company. The funding is going to be channeled jointly by the four countries – Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan and Rwanda. Already in Kenya, they have gone ahead and they are now at the stage of implementation from Mombasa to Nairobi.”      

The Standard Gauge Railway project was undertaken by East African Community partner states in 2004 with an aim of fostering development in the region. The member states set March 2018 as the deadline for its completion. 

A vaccination campaign targeting 70,000 cattle has been launched in Twic East County in Jonglei State.  

Authorities launched the campaign in response to an outbreak of livestock diseases that have affected the county since June. 

Twic East County Commissioner, Dau Akoi Jurkuj says the vaccination campaign will last one month. He explains that the animals will be quarantined to prevent reinfection.  

Dan Akwei Jurkuj: “When they have been vaccinated, they should be in one place. They will not be allowed to move from that place to another area.  So there will be a period of time that will be given for them to be observed after vaccination. The target number is 70,000 head of cattle. We hope this will improve the livelihood of livestock in Twic East.”

The vaccination campaign is being conducted with support from International NGO CARE International.  

The Western Bahr el Ghazal State government has formed a committee to sensitize masses about a decentralized system of governance.  

Addressing journalists in Wau, State Governor Rizik Zacharia Hassan said the committee chaired by the State minister of information will explain the workings of a decentralized system of governance, in comparison to federalism.

Governor Rizik says the same committee will also enlighten masses on the advantages of having the National Capital in Wau. He says they are making progress on their proposal.  

Governor Rizik: “After our declaration, we mobilized and organized the public in support. Currently, there is a group of political parties and Greater Bahr El-Ghazal communities all assure us of their support. We also got support from Western Equatoria, and there is work going on among Upper Nile, and among Greater Equatoria. They met the Speaker of National Assembly and spoke about their support. The Speaker accepted to present the proposal to the assembly. They also wrote to the Council of States and Office of the President which means it has become a national issue rather than a proposal.”

Last month hundreds of residents of Western Bahr el Ghazal rallied in the state capital calling for the relocation of the capital from Juba to Wau.

And in foreign news, former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has denied ordering the killings of people in protests that led to his overthrow in 2011.

Mubarak, was speaking for the first time in court, at a hearing in his retrial on charges of conspiracy to kill hundreds of demonstrators.

The 86 year old former leader admitted that he had made mistakes, but said he did his best to fulfil his duties as president.

Mubarak resigned after 18 days of the public protests, in which at least 365 people died.

And in sports, Tahrir FC of Rumbek beat Imatong 3-1 in last evenings South Sudan cup football game at Juba Stadium.  

The win means Tahrir joins Malakia in the semi-finals.  In Wau, Islah FC beat Amal of Raja 2-nil. 

In today’s game, Gazala take on Ngok FC from Abyei at Wau stadium. 

Eight teams from selected States are taking part in the tournament, hosted in Wau and Juba. Finals will be played on the 30th of this month.  

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· IGAD ministers recommend tough action against parties hindering peace talks  

· Schools close as violent youth target students in revenge for killing of paramount chief in Rumbek 

· Vaccination campaign targets 70,000 animals in Twic East County, Jonglei State
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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